
RANSOM PAID! 
 

I. Revelation 5:1-14 
 
A. The mother of James and John once approached Jesus to ask Him to allow her two sons to be His right and left 
hand men once His Kingdom was established. The other disciples were outraged at Mrs. Zebedee's, audacity. 
Matthew 20:26-28 records Jesus' response: "But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

 
B. When we consider what Jesus accomplished on the cross, it's clear that He became our ransom, dying for our 
sins, freeing us from the tyranny of sin and death. His shed blood is the price He paid. He even saved us from guilty 
verdicts based on the law. He redeemed us, paid the price, and purchased our freedom. As the lyrics of one old 
song go: "I had a debt I could not pay, He paid the debt He did not owe." Yet another hymn goes like this: "O victory in 

Jesus, my Savior, forever. He sought me and bought me, with Hisredeeming blood; He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my 
love is due Him, He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood." 
 
C. Several NT Scriptures talk about redemption, ransom, being bought at a price.  

 
1) 1 Tim. 2:5-6 (ESV): "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who 

gave Himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time." 
2) Acts 20:26-28 (NIV): "Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. For I have not 

hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has  
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He (Jesus) bought with His own blood." 
3) 1 Cor. 6:18-20 (ESV): "Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 

immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.." 1 
Cor.7:23 (NKJV): "You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men."  
4) Heb. 9:15 (ESV): "Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised 

eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first 
covenant." (A Boy's Boat) 

 
D. Revelation 5:1-14 John describes a heavenly worship service... 

 
1) V7-8 "And He went and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who was seated on the throne. And when He had taken 

the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 

bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints." 
2) V9-10 "And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, 

and by Your blood You ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and You have made 

them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”" 
 

II. Communion 
 
A. The Bread and Cup testify that we are among those from every nation, tribe, and tongue who have been 
ransomed by the blood of Jesus Christ. You were bought at a price and made a kingdom and priests to God. The 

purchaser is God Almighty and the price was paid by God Himself. All this to free us from sin and death and make 
us His very own. The Bread and Cup remind us what it cost to make us His...  
 
B. Pray & Serve Communion...   

 
* Benediction Verse: Galatians 3:13-14... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Revelation 5:1-14 (ESV) 
1 Then I saw in the right hand of Him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed 
with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into 
it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of 
the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so 
that He can open the scroll and its seven seals.”6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among 
the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And He went and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who was 
seated on the throne. 8 And when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 



saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were 
slain, and by Your blood You ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and 
You have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I 
heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To Him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” 
and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
Matthew 20:26-28 (ESV) 
26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 
would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give His life as a ransom for many.” 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 (ESV) 
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself 
as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
 
Acts 20:26-28 (NIV) 
26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to 
proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought withHis own blood. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 (ESV) 
18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral 
person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:23 (NKJV) 
23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 
 
Hebrews 9:14-15 (ESV) 
15 Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first 
covenant. 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 (Phillips) 
13 Now Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law’s condemnation, by Himself becoming a curse for us when 
He was crucified. For the scripture is plain: ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.’14 God’s purpose is therefore 
plain: that the blessing promised to Abraham might reach the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, and the Spirit might 
become available to us all by faith. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
"Jesus Paid It All" (O Praise the One) - Kristian Stanfill 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38EVco7eba0 

 
"Redeemed" - Big Daddy Weave 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzGAYNKDyIU 

 
What Does it Mean that Jesus Bought Us for God? - Pastor Lassman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZmN6ZfMoCo 

 
You Were Bought at a Price - Pastor Dale Thompson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2VIfntcC-0 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38EVco7eba0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzGAYNKDyIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZmN6ZfMoCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2VIfntcC-0


Bonus Stuff  
 
Mark 10:42-45 (ESV) 
42 And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of 
all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Quote by Jonathan Edwards 
"The redeemed are dependent of God for all. All that we have-- wisdom, the pardon of sin, deliverance, acceptance in 
God's favor, grace, holiness, true comfort and happiness, eternal life and glory--we have from God by a Mediator; and 
this Mediator is God. God not only gives us the Mediator, and accepts His mediation, and of His power and grace 
bestows the things purchased by the Mediator, but He is the Mediator. Our blessings are what we have by purchase; 
and the purchase is made of God; the blessings are purchased of Him; and not only so, but God is the purchaser. 
Yes, God is both the purchaser and the price; for Christ, who is God, purchased these blessings by offering Himself 
as the price of our salvation."  
- Jonathan Edwards, Closer Walk, July, 1988, p. 15. 

 
A Little Boy and His Lost Boat 
A favorite story of the little boy who built a sailboat. He built the sail and had it all fixed up, tarred and painted. He took 
it to the lake and pushed it in hoping it would sail. Sure enough a wisp of breeze filled the little sail and it billowed and 
went rippling along the waves. Suddenly before the little boy knew it, the boat was out of his reach, even though he 
waded in fast and tried to grab it. As he watched it float away, he hoped maybe the breeze would shift and it would 
come sailing back to him. Instead he watched it go farther and farther until it was gone. When he went home crying, 
his mother asked, "What's wrong, didn't it work?" And he said, "It worked too well." 
 
Some time later, the little boy was downtown and walked past a second hand store. There in the window he saw the 
boat. It was unmistakably his, so he went in and said to the proprietor, "That's my boat." He walked to the window, 
picked it up and started to leave with it. The owner of the shop said, "Wait a minute, Sonny. That's my boat. I bought 
it from someone." The boy said, "No, it's my boat. I made it. See." And he showed him the little scratches and the 
marks where he hammered and filed. The man said, "I'm sorry, Sonny. If you want it, you have to buy it." The poor 
little guy didn't have any money, but he worked hard and saved his pennies. Finally, one day he had enough money. 
He went in and bought the little boat. As he left the store holding the boat close to him, he was heard saying, "You're 
my boat. You're twice my boat. First you're my boat 'cause I made you and second you're my boat 'cause I bought 
you!" 
 
If you ever think that you aren't worth much and if you think you're cheap, just remember what God thinks of you. He 
thinks you're His. Twice His. First you're His because He made you. And second you're His because He bought you 
on the cross. He paid a price to redeem you. So let go of your stress to God's care, and let go of your sins to God's 
cross. 
- Original Source Unknown 
 
 

John 1:1-14 (ESV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true 
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive 
Him. 12 But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
 
The Deity of Christ and the Arian Controversy 
By Wayne Grudem 

 
As for the texts that say that Christ was God’s “only begotten Son,” the early church felt so strongly the force of many 
other texts showing that Christ was fully and completely God, that it concluded that, whatever “only begotten” meant, 
it did not mean “created.” Therefore the Nicene Creed in 325 affirmed that Christ was “begotten, not made”: 
 



‘We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible.And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, begotten of the Father, the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father….’ 
 
This same phrase was reaffirmed at the Council of Constantinople in 381. In addition, the phrase “before all ages” 
was added after “begotten of the Father,” to show that this “begetting” was eternal. It never began to happen, but is 
something that has been eternally true of the relationship between the Father and the Son. However, the nature of 
that “begetting” has never been defined very clearly, other than to say that it has to do with the relationship between 
the Father and the Son, and that in some sense the Father has eternally had a primacy in that relationship. 
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, pg. 244 (original edition). 

 
C.S. Lewis on the Only-Begotten Son 
“One of the creeds says that Christ is the Son of God “begotten, not created”; and it adds “begotten by his Father 
before all worlds.” Will you please get it quite clear that this has nothing to do with the fact that when Christ was born 
on earth as a man, that man was the son of a virgin? We are not now thinking about the Virgin Birth. We are thinking 
about something that happened before Nature was created at all, before time began. “Before all worlds” Christ is 
begotten, not created. What does it mean? 
 
We don’t use the words begetting or begotten much in modern English, but everyone still knows what they mean. To 
beget is to become the father of: to create is to make. And the difference is this. When you beget, you beget 
something of the same kind as yourself. A man begets human babies, a beaver begets little beavers and a bird 
begets eggs which turn into little birds. But when you make, you make something of a different kind from yourself. A 
bird makes a nest, a beaver builds a dam, a man makes a wireless set—or he may make something more like 
himself than a wireless set: say, a statue. If he is a clever enough carver he may make a statue which is very like a 
man indeed. But, of course, it is not a real man; it only looks like one. It cannot breathe or think. It is not alive. 
 
Now that is the first thing to get clear. What God begets is God; just as what man begets is man. What God creates is 
not God; just as what man makes is not man. That is why men are not Sons of God in the sense that Christ is. They 
may be like God in certain ways, but they are not things of the same kind. They are more like statues or pictures of 
God. 
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p.p. 157-158. 

 
What Does it Mean that Jesus is God's Only Begotten Son 
S. Michael Houdmann, GotQuestions.org 
  
Question: "What does it mean that Jesus is God's only begotten son?" 
 
Answer: The phrase “only begotten Son” occurs in John 3:16, which reads in the King James Version as, "For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." The phrase "only begotten" translates the Greek wordmonogenes. This word is variously translated 
into English as "only," "one and only," and "only begotten."  
 
It's this last phrase ("only begotten" used in the KJV, NASB and the NKJV) that causes problems. False teachers 
have latched onto this phrase to try to prove their false teaching that Jesus Christ isn't God; i.e., that Jesus isn't equal 
in essence to God as the Second Person of the Trinity. They see the word "begotten" and say that Jesus is a created 
being because only someone who had a beginning in time can be "begotten." What this fails to note is that "begotten" 
is an English translation of a Greek word. As such, we have to look at the original meaning of the Greek word, not 
transfer English meanings into the text. 
 
So what does monogenes mean? According to the Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature (BAGD, 3rd Edition), monogenes has two primary definitions. The first definition is "pertaining to 
being the only one of its kind within a specific relationship." This is its meaning in Hebrews 11:17 when the writer 
refers to Isaac as Abraham's "only begotten son" (KJV). Abraham had more than one son, but Isaac was the only son 
he had by Sarah and the only son of the covenant. Therefore, it is the uniqueness of Isaac among the other sons that 
allows for the use of monogenes in that context. 
 
The second definition is "pertaining to being the only one of its kind or class, unique in kind." This is the meaning that 
is implied in John 3:16 (see also John 1:14, 18; 3:18; 1 John 4:9). John was primarily concerned with demonstrating 
that Jesus is the Son of God (John 20:31), and he uses monogenes to highlight Jesus as uniquely God's Son—
sharing the same divine nature as God—as opposed to believers who are God's sons and daughters by adoption 
(Ephesians 1:5). Jesus is God’s “one and only” Son. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Introduction-Biblical-ebook/dp/B000FC2KE2/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1345821289&sr=1-1&keywords=wayne+grudem
http://gotquestions.org/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2011.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.31
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%201.5


The bottom line is that terms such as "Father" and "Son," descriptive of God and Jesus, are human terms that help us 
understand the relationship between the different Persons of the Trinity. If you can understand the relationship 
between a human father and a human son, then you can understand, in part, the relationship between the First and 
Second Persons of the Trinity. The analogy breaks down if you try to take it too far and teach, as some Christian cults 
(such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses), that Jesus was literally "begotten" as in “produced” or “created” by God the 
Father. 
- Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/only-begotten-son.html#ixzz3c02yteZ9 

 

http://www.gotquestions.org/only-begotten-son.html#ixzz3c02yteZ9

