
JESUS AND CHILDREN 
 

I. Matthew 18:1-6  Mark 9:33-37  Mark 10:13-16  John 1:12-13 

 
A. Today we're going to gather up your shoebox gifts for children, pray for them, and in a matter of weeks they will 
handed out around the globe, some 10 million in total. 
 
B. So what do children mean to Jesus?  There's an old saying, "Children are to be seen and not heard."  But that's 
certainly not in the Bible.  What do the Scriptures tell us about Jesus' heart towards children? 
 
C. Matthew 18:1-6 is about becoming childlike... 
 
1) V1-3 "At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And 
calling to Him a child, He put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven." 
2) Don't children argue over whose the greatest? Obviously there's a difference between being childlike and 
childish. Someone said: "The trouble with children is that when they're not being a lump in your throat, they're 
being a pain in your neck."  Childlike qualities: teachable and eager to learn; perceptive; seekers of truth; humble, 
dependent, and un-presumptuous; resilient; honest and forthright; energetic and persistent; creative and 
imaginative; adventurous; aspiring with hope for the future. 
3) V4-6 "Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever receives one 
such child in My name receives Me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, (i.e. 
stumble) it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea." (How can we cause children to stumble? Abuse them, neglect them, train them in evil, fail to 
discipline, allow them to become selfish, worship them, teach them that God is of secondary importance.  We can 
cause children to stumble by putting them in cages or by putting them on pedestals...  The best thing we can do for 
our children & grandchildren is to put God first in our lives!) 
 
D. Mark 9:33-37 is similar to what we just read...  
 
1) V35 "And He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.” 
2) What a tragedy to be too grown up, too sophisticated, to receive Jesus! 
 
E. Mark 19:13-16 People bring their children to Jesus for blessing... 
 
1) V13-16 "And they were bringing children to Him that He might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But 
when Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.” And He took them in His arms and blessed them, laying His hands on them." (These were good 
parents--they were bringing their children to Jesus!) 
2) These days, where do we take our children to be blessed by Jesus? 
 
F. With respect to Jesus and the Gospel--that God became man and dwelt among us. He lived a sinless life, 
performing countless miracles, demonstrating love to the fullest by dying on a cross for our sins and rising from 
the dead. We can reject it outright.  We can accept the parts we like while tossing out the rest.  We can diminish it, 
water it down, or try and explain it away.  We can try to earn our right standing before God aside from Jesus.  We 
may judge ourselves good enough, not as bad as some or even better than most and we will surely perish.  Or we 
can humble ourselves, graciously receive the Gift of Life that He offers, embrace His forgiveness with thankful 
hearts, and yield ourselves fully to Him.  The latter would be the childlike thing to do...   
 
* Close with John 1:12-13 and Prayer... 
 

 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Matthew 18:1-6 (ESV) 
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to 
Him a child, He put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. 5 “Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little 

ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 
  



Mark 9:33-37 (ESV) 
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What were you discussing on the 
way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 And 

He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant 
of all.” 36 And He took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, 
37 “Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him 

who sent Me.” 
 
Mark 10:13-16 (ESV) 
13 And they were bringing children to Him that He might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when 

Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it.” 16 And He took them in His arms and blessed them, laying His hands on them. 

 
John 1:12-13 (ESV) 
12 But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, 13 who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Marriage is for Making Children Disciples of Jesus - John Piper 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ndz5_QtMRaU 
 
Francis Chan on Marriage and Family 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnQEpZECma8 
 
Jesus Teaches Little Children with a Parable 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE78opn-aM8 
 
"Jesus Loves Me" - Rhema Marvanne 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzKsCZFgur0 
 
"Jesus Loves the Little Children" - Gary Chapman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xyx3WaqhZZg 
 
Don't Idolize the Family 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxxoUeJ_fy4 
 
Why Jesus Blessed the Little Children - John MacArthur (Full Sermon) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6szjj6mqtPs 

 
 
Bonus Stuff 

  
Childlikeness 
By Hugh Duncan 

 
Robert Fulghum wrote in the Kansas City Times, "Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to 
do, and how to be, I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in 
the sandbox at nursery school. "These are the things I learned: Share everything. Play fair. Don't hit people. Put 
things back where you found them. Clean up your own mess. Don't take things that aren't yours. Say you're sorry 
when you hurt somebody . . . When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. " This 
writer has captured part of what Jesus meant when He said, "Unless you become like little children, you won't enter 
the kingdom of heaven."  

 
Age of Conversion 
Excerpt from Our Daily Bread 
 

Nineteenth century Scottish preacher Horatius Bonar asked 253 Christian friends at what ages they were converted. 
Here's what he discovered: 

Under 20 years of age - 138  
Between 20 and 30 - 85  
Between 30 and 40 - 22  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ndz5_QtMRaU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnQEpZECma8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE78opn-aM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzKsCZFgur0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xyx3WaqhZZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxxoUeJ_fy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6szjj6mqtPs


Between 40 and 50 - 4  
Between 50 and 60 - 3  
Between 60 and 70 - 1  
Over 70 - 0   

 
Fathers in A Waiting Room As Their Wives Give Birth 
Author Unknown 

 
A group of expectant fathers were in a waiting room, while their wives were in the process of delivering babies. A 
nurse came in and announced to one man that his wife had just given birth to twins. "That's quite a coincidence" he 
responded, "I play for the Minnesota Twins!" A few minutes later another nurse came in and announced to another 
man that he was the father of triplets. "That's amazing," he exclaimed, "I work for the 3M company." At that point, a 
third man slipped off his chair and laid down on the floor. Somebody asked him if he was feeling ill. "No," he 
responded, "I happen to work for the 7-up company." 
 
The Problem with Children - Unknown 
"The trouble with children is that when they're not being a lump in your throat, they're being a pain in your neck." 
 
Making An Impression - Unknown 

"Children are like wet cement. Whatever falls on them makes an impression." 
 
Childlike vs Childish 
by Pastor Steve Bush 

 
Jesus said we should be “Childlike” (see Matthew 18:1-6) and the Apostle Paul said that we need to put away 
“Childish” ways (see 1 Corinthians 13:11).  Is there a difference? 

 
It is Childlike to be teachable, open, and un-presumptuous. It's Childish to be gullible, easily deceived, and overly 
trusting... 
 
It's Childlike to be eager and able to learn, to be a seeker of wisdom, to be humble, perceptive, and knowledgable 
(smart).  It's Childish to be eager to learn wrong things, to be foolish, dumb, prideful, "know-it-alls" or smart alecks... 
 
It's Childlike to be resilient, to have "bounce-back" ability.  It's Childish to give up too easily and to resort to "bounce-
off-the-walls" activity. 
 
It's Childlike to be genuine, honest, real, transparent, forthright, and have pure motives.  It's Childish to be rude, 
disrespectful, untactful, judgmental, cruel, insensitive, with hidden agendas... 
 
It's Childlike to be energetic, strong, enthusiastic, resolute, with "can-do" attitudes.  It's Childish to be disruptively 
noisy and chaotic, obnoxious, destructive, and unproductive... 
 
It's Childlike to be dependent, in need of nurturing, responsive to others' needs.  It's Childish to be selfish, rebellious, 
unaware and apathetic towards the needs of others... 
 
It's Childlike to be aspiring, to have hope for the future, to be visionaries, creative, imaginative, adventurous, and 
resolute.  It's Childish to be unwittingly naive, unrealistic, in unreality about the future, negative, victims with low 
expectations... 
 
 
Things We Can Learn From Kids 
By Cynthia Copeland Lewis 

 
* You can be anything you want to be when you grow up. 
* Nobody can pedal the bike for you. 
* If You wait until you’re really sure, you’ll never take off your training wheels. 
* Nobody notices when your zipper is up, but everyone notices when your zipper is down. 
* Sometimes you have to take the test before you’ve finished studying. 
* If you’re going to fight, use pillows. 
* Before you trade sandwiches, check between the bread. 
* You have to eat a lot of cereal before you find the free toy. 
 



* If you want a kitten, start out asking for a horse. 
* You don’t have to own a swing to enjoy it. 
* It doesn’t matter how fast you’re running with the ball if you’re going in the wrong direction. 
* Sometimes the biggest apple has the biggest worm. 
* Every castle has a dungeon. 
* A little kiss can make a big difference. 
 
- Excerpt From, Really Important Stuff My Kids Have Taught Me by Cynthia Copeland Lewis, quoted in MSC Health Action News, Jan./Feb. 
1997, p. 7 

 
 


