
BOUND FOR PHILADELPHIA 
 

I. Romans 13:8-14, Gal. 5:13-14, John 13:34-35, Thess. 4:9-10, 1 Peter 4:7-11 

 
A. We've been talking about the cross and its relationship to love--vertically and horizontally.  The crosses we're 
called to bear have two beams. We've learned love and obedience are two sides of the same coin. There's an 
obedience of ought and an obedience driven by thankfulness and joy for what Jesus has accomplished for us on 
the cross. They're not the same.  Hebrews 13:1 says, "Let brotherly love (Gk philadelphia) continue."  So let's head 
down the road to philadelphia. 
 
B. Romans 13:8-14 exhorts us to love one other and thus fulfill the law. V8 "Owe no one anything, except to love 
each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law." 
 
C. The impact of God's love upon us is love for others.  Love for others is the fulfillment of the law.  You can't love 
someone and steal their wife, plot their murder, rob them blind, slander their name, tell lies about them, jealously 
crave the stuff God's blessed them with, or ignore their desperate needs.  The kind of love we're talking about here 
is a love that's committed to the highest good of others.  That's exactly the kind of love that Jesus wants for His 
church, even the likes of us! 
 
D. Galatians 5:13-14 says: "For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
1) 'I'll sit beside some people at church I don't know or like, but do I really have to serve them?!'  You don't have to 
serve them--you GET to serve them!  Loving and serving are inseparable.  Otherwise we're just noisy gongs and 
clanging cymbals! 
2) Is that horizontal beam getting any heavier?  Actually my prayer is that it's not getting heavier but lighter.  My 
prayer is that God's Word is so penetrating down into your hearts, bursting forth with life, awakening everything 
that's sleeping, causing real joy to well up, birthing love that is committed to the highest good of others to the 
degree that love and service float right out of you... :-) 
 
E. John 13:34-35 is Jesus at the Last Supper: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 
 
F. We could be known for many things as a church e.g. The church that was given a building; The nice small 
church that ebbs and flows and grows a little older and grayer each year; The church many claim as their own but 
seldom attend;  The church with great potlucks; The church that mails out sermon notes, podcasts and lots and 
lots of prayer requests; The church with the nifty website and Facebook page; OR the church where people truly 
love the Lord with all their hearts and who genuinely love and serve one other.  Which church do you want us to be 
known for?  (Bicycle Wheel illustration...) 
 
G. Augustine said: "One loving heart sets another on fire."  How many of you would like to see us become a 
bonfire? Or a raging wildfire? 
 
H. 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10: "Now concerning brotherly love (philadelphia) you have no need for anyone to write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all 
the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more." How many of you would 
like to see Philadelphia more and more and more? 
 
I. 1 Peter 4:7-11 is our summation: V8-9 "Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace..."  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Romans 13:8-14 (ESV) 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has 
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far 



gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
Galatians 5:13-14 (ESV) 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 
 
John 13:34-35 (ESV) 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 
Quote by Augustine 

"One loving heart sets another on fire." 
- Augustine (354 - 430) 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (ESV) 
9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 
by God to love one another, 10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we 

urge you, brothers, to do this more and more... 
 
1 Peter 4:7-11 (ESV) 
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above 
all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 
11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 

supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Love One Another - Andy Stanley 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW6QsNh6dXw 
 
Love One Another - Charles Stanley 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRl1ZeNKavA 
 
How Do You Find Your Spiritual Gifts? - Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xj22DvYXQig  
 
"They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love" -  Jars of Clay 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CobNWUXb1M 
 
Mount Saint Joseph vs Hiram - Girls' Basketball Game 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-other-team/   
 
How To Pack A Shoebox - Operation Christmas Child 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx2BS3IL9kA 
 
Pack An OCC Shoebox with Uncle Si from Duck Dynasty 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1lLqdgXMB8 
 
Louie Zamperini - A True American Hero (Veteran's Day Tribute) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9O5yVzc0vQ  

 
 
Bonus Stuff 

  
1 John 2:9-11 (ESV) 
9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the 
light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
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1 John 3:14-18 (ESV) 
14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides 
in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 
him. 16 By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

 
1 John 4:7-21 (ESV) 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 
His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to 

believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as He is so 
also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because He first loved us. 20 If anyone 

says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot 
love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him: whoever loves God must also love 

his brother. 
 
Quote by Thomas à Kempis 

"Nothing is sweeter than love, Nothing stronger, Nothing higher, Nothing wider, Nothing more pleasant, Nothing fuller 
or better in heaven or earth; for love is born of God." 
 
Quote by Augustine 

"Love has hands to help others. It has feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It 
has ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. This is what love looks like. 
 
Quote by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

"Hatred paralyzes life, love releases it. Hatred confuses life, love harmonizes it. Hatred darkens life, love illuminates 
it." 
 
Excerpt by William Blake 

"Love seeketh not itself to please, 
Nor for itself has any care; 
But for another gives its ease 
And builds a heaven in hell's despair." 
- William Blake (1757 - 1827), was an English painter, poet and printmaker. This excerpt is from "The Clod and the Pebble" in Songs of 
Innocence and Songs of Experience. 

 

 


