
LEND HIM YOUR EAR 
 

I. Luke 22:39-53 

 
A. We've spent the past couple months exploring Jesus' miracles as told by Luke.  Luke is unique among the NT 
writers.  Let's peruse his resume one more time: 
 
1) Luke was a Greek, non-Jewish (Gentile), well educated, and an excellent writer. 
2) He was a traveling companion to Paul, with him during his last imprisonment. (Probably helpful as a doctor as 
well as fellow minister...) 
3) He was a trained physician, recorded healings from specific illnesses... 
4) He was a thorough historian: Very eloquent, detailed, and sequential... 
5) He authored the gospel that bears his name and likewise the book of Acts--more of the NT than any other 
author... 
6) He emphasized the Gentiles' place in the Kingdom of God as taught by Jesus... He also placed significant 
emphasis on the poor, the sick, women, non-Jews, sinners, angels, and the Holy Spirit... 
 
B. Luke 19:39-53 Today's sermon is the last of the series.  It's about a man who gets his ear chopped off! 
 
1) V39-46 Jesus is praying fervently in the garden, His sweat becomes like drops of blood...  “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from Me. Nevertheless, not my will, but Yours, be done.” 
2) Jesus is facing the cross: Our sin will be imputed upon Him.  The wrath of God is about to be unleashed on Him. 
The horrible cost Jesus is about to pay to win us back to God is something no man can fully comprehend. But 
Jesus fully understands the cup He is about to drink...  While an angel ministers, His disciples are sound asleep... 
 
C. V47-53 Jesus is betrayed by Judas with a kiss.... 
 
1) Have you ever been betrayed?  Remember--Judas had been one of the Twelve since the beginning. He was there 
for the miracles, the messages, went with them when sent out two-by-two, ate with them, probably knew Jesus' 
mother well, and he betrays the Messiah of God for 30 pieces of silver... 
2) Then Peter pulls out a sword and cuts off the ear of the servant of the high priest. John fingers Peter and tells us 
the servant's name was Malchus. (Jn. 18:10) 
3) Dr. Luke tells us Jesus healed Malchus' ear, His last miracle before the cross... Jesus tells the arrest party: "But 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness." 
4) Their hour of darkness would be short lived. Besides Judas' betrayal, and Peter's denial, Jesus would be illegally 
tried and falsely accused. Just as He predicted, the Son of God would be turned over to Gentiles for execution. He 
would be mocked, insulted, spat upon, severely flogged, crowned with thorns, nailed to a Roman cross where He 
would suffer and die. Darkness literally descended on the scene! But as His brutalized corpse was placed in a 
tomb, the darkness was just about over. By Sunday morning the dark hour was gone altogether as Jesus rose up 
from the dead! 
 
D. Can you imagine the story Malchus had to tell? 'We were in the process of arresting Jesus on the Mount of 
Olives when all of a sudden one of His disciples pulled out a short sword and hacked off my ear! The bloody thing 
was dangling there.  Then Jesus put His hand on me and healed me.  There was blood on my clothes, blood on the 
ground, blood on that sword, but my ear was completely restored--like nothing had ever happened!  The next thing 
I know we were dragging Him away for trial and shortly thereafter He was being crucified! In a matter of days His 
followers were spreading the news that He had risen from the dead!' 
 
E. I wonder what ever became of Malchus?  I wonder if he and Peter ever had a chance to meet and reconcile?  If 
so, did Peter ever apologize?  (Sorry about your ear, dude!)  Did Malchus ever become a believer?  Did he end his 
servitude to the high priest and become a servant of the Great High Priest?  Did he cease being Christ's enemy and 
become His friend?  Did this encounter change Malchus' life? 
 
F. Here's the bigger question: Has Jesus changed your life?  Has He given you eyes to see and ears to hear?  Has 
He cured your leprosy? Has He turned you from being an enemy into a friend?  'Who-me an enemy of God?!'  
Romans 5:10 (NCV): "While we were God’s enemies, He made us His friends through the death of His Son. Surely, 
now that we are His friends, He will save us through His Son’s life."  Colossians 1:21-22 (Phillips): "And you 
yourselves, who were strangers to God, and, in fact, through the evil things you had done, His spiritual enemies, He 
has now reconciled through the death of His body on the cross, so that He might welcome you to His presence 
clean and pure, without blame or reproach." (Are you an enemy to Christ or His friend?) 
 
G. Back in June of 1997, three time heavyweight boxing champ- Evander Holyfield was defending his title against 
Mike Tyson.  Having defeated Tyson seven months earlier, this was their rematch.  In the third round a frustrated 
Tyson bit off part of Holyfield's ear and the fight was called.  It's now infamously known as 'The Bite Fight.'  
Holyfield kept his title and Tyson was disgraced.  However, this past Tuesday (Aug 9) Evander Holyfield was 



inducted into the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame in Las Vegas.  His presenter was Mike Tyson who called it 'a privilege 
and high honor.'  Once enemies now friends... 
 
H. Regeneration remains the greatest of all miracles--when Jesus' power and love penetrate to the core of a 
person's heart to make them alive and make them His own.  He's either done that for you or He wants to... John W. 
Peterson's hymn lyrics say it so well: "It took a miracle to put the stars in place, it took a miracle to hang the world 
in space; but when He saved my soul, cleansed and made me whole, it took a miracle of love and grace!" 
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 22:39-53 (ESV) 
39 And He came out and went, as was His custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed Him. 40 And 
when He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 41 And He withdrew from 
them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
Me. Nevertheless, not my will, but Yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening Him. 44 And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground.45 And when He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping for sorrow, 46 and He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” 47 While He was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was 
leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss Him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man 
with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around Him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with 
the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No 
more of this!” And He touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the 

temple and elders, who had come out against Him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me. But this is your hour, and the power 

of darkness.” 
 
Romans 5:10 (NCV) 
10 While we were God’s enemies, He made us His friends through the death of His Son. Surely, now that we are His 

friends, He will save us through His Son’s life. 
 
Colossians 1:21-22 (Phillips) 
21-22 And you yourselves, who were strangers to God, and, in fact, through the evil things you had done, His spiritual 

enemies, He has now reconciled through the death of His body on the cross, so that He might welcome you to His 
presence clean and pure, without blame or reproach. 
 
It Took A Miracle 

It took a miracle to put the stars in place,  
It took a miracle to hang the world in space;  
But when He saved my soul, cleansed and made me whole,  
It took a miracle of love and grace!  
- Hymn Excerpt from, “It Took a Miracle” by John W. Peterson, © Copyright 1948. 

 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Jesus' Arrest - The Jesus Film Project 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1O2FQXXIgg 
 
The Last Supper and Jesus' Arrest - The Passion of the Christ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53ikE7JR0_o 
 
Letting Go of the Things that are Going to Destroy You - Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7UIPx9-jqc 
 
Test Yourself: Football or Christ? - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPBCGMBmDHE 
 
"It Took A Miracle" - Unknown Sister at Northside Baptist Church 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnsjBuQVX4o 
 
A Warning to Young Pastors - Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3_ebkSX8iU 
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Mike Tyson Gives Evander Holyfield His Ear Back :-) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYMzoTEloD0 
 

 
Bonus Stuff 

 
John 18:1-11 (ESV) 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples across the brook Kidron, where there was a 
garden, which He and His disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for Jesus often 
met there with His disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests 
and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen 
to Him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 
said to them, “I am He.” Judas, who betrayed Him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am He,” 
they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the 
word that He had spoken: “Of those whom you gave Me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, 
drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus 

said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given Me?” 
 
Psalm 5:1-2 (ESV) 
1 Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my groaning. 2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, 

for to You do I pray. 
 
Quote by Thomas à Kempis 

"Blessed are the ears that hear the pulse of the Divine Whisperer, and give no heed to the many whisperings of the 
world." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 
"Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s 
name was Malchus." - John 18:10. Here is every prospect of a fight. Simon Peter has begun it, and the armed men 
will be eager to continue it. We always have our Simon Peters about--men of emotion, men of impulse, men of 
impetuosity. They are not a bad sort of Christians, and I do not know what we should do without them. Our cold, 
frozen thinkers would not do much without our warmhearted Peters to help to thaw them. Still, Peter was only one of 
the twelve apostles; and though they call him the head of the church, he made a very poor head of the church just 
then. He drew a sword, and began to use that carnal weapon by cutting off the right ear of Malchus. It was a great 
mercy that the Lord was there to heal the ear, and to forbid the use of the sword in His defense." 
- Spurgeon's Verse Expositions of the Bible. 

 
Adam Clarke's Commentary 
Cut off his right ear - He probably designed to have cloven his scull in two, but God turned it aside, and only permitted 
the ear to be taken off; and this he would not have suffered, but only that He might have the opportunity of giving 
them a most striking proof of His Divinity in working an astonishing miracle on the occasion: see the notes on 
Matthew 26:51-56 (note). The other three evangelists mention this transaction; but neither give the name of Peter nor 
of Malchus, probably because both persons were alive when they wrote; but it is likely both had been long dead 
before St. John published his history. 
- To see other commentaries, go to: http://www.studylight.org/commentary/john/18-10.html 
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