
GO YE THEREFORE 
 

I. Matthew 28:18-20  Mark 16:15-16  Acts 1:6-11  Romans 10:12-15 

 
A. Charles Spurgeon said: "Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor."  So why do Christians become 
missionaries?  Why do they go on short term mission trips to poor countries?  Why do they start prison or inner 
city ministries?  Why do they share the Gospel with neighbors, coworkers, or teammates?  What's up with 
witnessing?  Why can't Christians just keep their faith to themselves and leave people alone? 
 
B. Let's explore some Scriptures that answer all those questions.  And maybe if the Lord speaks through these 
verses, you'll prayerfully consider being one of those who goes or one who helps send and support those who go... 
 
1) Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 1:6-11... 
2) Hudson Taylor, missionary to China said: "The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a 
command to be obeyed." 
 
C. So why do Christians become missionaries across the globe and down the street and hither to and yon? The 
answer is simple--Jesus commanded us to go and tell and love and serve and to do that wherever there were living, 
breathing, people on the planet...  Worldwide Warning: ISIS may be coming to kill you, but Christ's followers are 
coming to love you and share Good News... 
 
D. Does the OT predict or affirm any of this? 
 
1) Psalm 96:1-3; Psalm 105:1; Isaiah 12:1-5... 
2) John Piper says: "When it comes to world missions, there are only three kinds of people: "goers, senders and 
the disobedient." 
 
E. Missionaries of old would sometimes pack all their belongings into wooden coffins before they set sail and their 
farewells were filled with tears because this would usually be the last time they'd see their loved ones this side of 
heaven... 
 
F. Obviously not everyone is called to pull up stakes and move to a foreign land.  But some are.  Some of you may 
be!  Many of us will go somewhere short term and these kinds of trips are amazing.  Some of us are called to 
Jerusalem; some to Judea; some to Samaria; and some to the utter most parts of the earth... All of us can be 
senders--those who support those who go.  We can all commit to praying for those who go and we can support 
those who go financially or via fundraising and through various types of undergirding efforts... And we can all 
encourage those who go.  Opportunities to go and to support are countless... 
 
G. One last question--can it dangerous to be a missionary?  In a word, yes!  But your drive here to church this 
morning was also dangerous...  And yet living without Jesus is more dangerous than anything else in life... Jim 
Elliot, a missionary to Ecuador who was speared to death by the Auca Indians said famously: "He is no fool who 
gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." 
 
H. Romans 10:12-15... 
 
* Taylor Oxley and a team from Pleasant Chapel in Lancaster took their beautiful feet along with the Good News to 
the Dominican Republic back in June.  Taylor's here to share about that mission trip with us.  Let's Pray together... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB) 
18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” 
 
Mark 16:15-16 (NIV) 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
 
Acts 1:6-8 (ESV) 
6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority. 8 But you will 



receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Psalm 96:1-3 (ESV) 
1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His 
salvation from day to day. 3 Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 
Psalm 105:1 (NIV) 
1 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim His name; make known among the nations what He has done.  

 
Isaiah 12:1-5 (ESV) 
1 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to You, O Lord, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned 
away, that You might comfort me. 2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God 
is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make known His deeds among 
the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted. 5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; let this be 

made known in all the earth. 
 
Romans 10:12-15 (NIV) 
12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on 
Him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the One they 

have not believed in? And how can they believe in the One of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor." 
 
Quote by Hudson Taylor 

"The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed" 
 
Quote by John Piper 

"When it comes to world missions, there are only three kinds of people: "goers, senders and the disobedient." 
 
Quote by David Livingstone 

"God had only one Son and He made that Son a missionary." 
 
Quote by Jim Elliot 

"He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose" 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Here I Am, Send Me - J.D. Greear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJNg6G-0NZk  
 
Every Christian A Missionary - David Platt 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXLx9DZNGlM  
 
All Christians are to be Engaged in the Cause of World Missions - John Piper 
http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/all-christians-are-to-be-engaged-in-the-cause-of-world-missions 
 
"Song for the Nations" by Chris Christensen (Lamb of God CD led by Jim Gilbert) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccm5zls67wo 
 
Oswald J. Smith Preaching on Missions - Part 1 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVCiCuq1Sxk 
 
Oswald J. Smith Preaching on Missions - Part 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LonBXOry-Gg 
 
Oswald J. Smith Preaching on Missions- Part 3 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy6R5lllcPU 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJNg6G-0NZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXLx9DZNGlM
http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/all-christians-are-to-be-engaged-in-the-cause-of-world-missions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccm5zls67wo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVCiCuq1Sxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LonBXOry-Gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy6R5lllcPU


Oswald J. Smith Preaching on Missions - Part 4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McbAxIE23Aw 
 
Matt Chandler on Sports :-) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnHtle6XoCE 
 

Bonus Stuff 

 
John 20:19-21 (ESV) 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” 
 
Luke 24:44-49 (ESV) 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my 

Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 
Romans 15:20a (Phillips) 
20a My constant ambition has been to preach the Gospel where the name of Christ was previously unknown... 

 
Psalm 9:1 (NLT) 
1 I will praise You, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all the marvelous things You have done. 

 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

“It is the whole business of the whole church to preach the whole gospel to the whole world.” 
 
Quote by Oswald J. Smith 

“The supreme task of the church is the evangelization of the world.  No one has the right to hear the gospel twice until 
everyone has had the opportunity to hear it at least once”  
 
Quote by John Stott 

"We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global God." 
 
Quote by William Carey 

"To know the will of God, we need an open Bible and an open map." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

"If there be any one point in which the Christian church ought to keep its fervor at a white heat, it is concerning 
missions. If there be anything about which we cannot tolerate lukewarmness, it is in the matter of sending the gospel 
to a dying world." 
 
Quote by John Piper 

"God is pursuing with omnipotent passion a worldwide purpose of gathering joyful worshipers for Himself from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation. He has an inexhaustible enthusiasm for the supremacy of His name among 
the nations. Therefore, let us bring our affections into line with His, and, for the sake of His name, let us renounce the 
quest for worldly comforts and join His global purpose." 
 
Quote by William Booth 
"'Not called!' did you say? 'Not heard the call,' I think you should say. Put your ear down to the Bible, and hear Him 
bid you go and pull sinners out of the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized heart of humanity, and 
listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, and hear the damned entreat you to go to their father's 
house and bid their brothers and sisters and servants and masters not to come there. Then look Christ in the face — 
whose mercy you have professed to obey — and tell Him whether you will join heart and soul and body and 
circumstances in the march to publish His mercy to the world." 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McbAxIE23Aw
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Quote by Dick Eastman 

"In no other way can the believer become as fully involved with God's work, especially the work of world evangelism, 
as in intercessory prayer." 
 
Quote by Wesley Duewel 

"We can reach our world, if we will. The greatest lack today is not people or funds. The greatest need is prayer." 
 
Quote by A.B. Simpson 

"Prayer is the mighty engine that is to move the missionary work." 
 
Quote by Leonard Ravenhill 

"Today Christians spend more money on dog food then missions." 
 
Quote by Robert C. Shannon 

"Never pity missionaries.  Envy them.  They are where the real action is, where life and death, sin and grace, heaven 
and hell converge." 
 
Quote by Edward Lawlor 

"If God's love is for anybody anywhere, it's for everybody everywhere." 
 
Quote by Jordan Grooms 

"If God calls you to be a missionary, don't stoop to be a king." 
 
Quote by Carl F. H. Henry 

"The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time." 
 
Quote by Oswald J. Smith 

"We talk of the Second Coming; half the world has never heard of the first." 
 
Hymn Lyrics by William Penn 

O Christian! do not falter, 
The harvest field is white, 
And many souls are sinking 
Into eternal night. 

 


