
FIVE LOAVES, TWO FISH, THOUSANDS FED 
 

I. Luke 9:1-20 

 
A. We have been exploring Jesus' miracles as recorded by Luke along with cross references to the other gospels.  
John referred to these as signs and wonders.  He also said that if all the miracles Jesus performed had been 
recorded, the world would not have room for all the books... 
 
B. So once again, why miracles?  Miracles demonstrated that Jesus was God; that the Word He spoke was true and 
trustworthy and that He should be fully embraced as the promised Messiah. Miracles also exhibited God's 
omnipotent power coupled with His mercy, compassion, and love--all inseparable characteristics of Who He truly 
is... How mighty and vast is God's love for us! 
 
C. Tim Keller writes this in his book, The Reason for God: "Miracles lead not simply to cognitive belief, but to 
worship, to awe and wonder. Jesus’ miracles in particular were never magic tricks, designed only to impress and 
coerce... Instead, He used miraculous power to heal the sick, feed the hungry, and raise the dead. Why? We modern 
people think of miracles as the suspension of the natural order, but Jesus meant them to be the restoration of the 
natural order." 
 
D. Luke 9:1-20 
 
1) Jesus sends out his disciples to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom and to heal.  The disciples got to put 
into practice what they had seen Jesus doing and experienced what it was like to be conduits of God's power.  We 
can only imagine what it was like when they returned and gave their respective accounts to Jesus... 
2) Jesus then takes His disciples to Bethsaida, the hometown of several of these brothers, and as they went they 
were joined by a sizable crowd who were seeking to see Jesus.  Luke 9:11b says: "He welcomed them and spoke to 
them of the Kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing."  But as evening approaches and stomachs 
begin to growl, it's apparent there's as many as 20,000 hungry people before them.  Five loaves of bread and two 
small fish, offered by a boy, was all they had.  For Jesus that was enough.  Our Lord gave thanks, broke the bread, 
and then utilized His disciples to distribute the food to the masses.  They ate until they were satisfied and twelve 
baskets of leftovers were collected... 
3) Many scholars believe this is the largest crowd Jesus ever ministered to and this miracle is still having an impact 
2,000 years later... 
  
E. Who all was this miracle for? 
 
1) It was certainly for 5,000 men and their families!  They might not have eaten all day!  The little boy for some 
reason still had his lunch but he apparently was the only one (Or the only one willing to share!)  Jesus had 
preached and healed and He sent no one home that day on an empty stomach! 
2) The miracle was surely for the little boy.  He (and others who saw it) got to witness what happens when we take 
what little we have and put it into God's hands and let Him do with it what He will.  What represents your five loaves 
and two fish?   
3) It was also for the twelve disciples.  They had just returned from a special mission assignment where God had to 
provide for them.  Great miracles had been performed through them but they knew no course of action for this 
current situation.  Jesus stepped in and made this one happen.  And how many baskets of leftovers were 
collected? Twelve!  One for each disciple!  Do you think that may have stuck with them after Jesus ascended and 
they were charged to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth? 
4) Ultimately this miracle happened for us! Maybe you don't believe it? or Maybe you're among those that try and 
dispel such signs and wonders, who try and extract the supernatural, positing some notion that the little boy 
decided to share which caused everybody else to share and therefore 20,000 people ended up feeding one another 
with the lunches they never ate earlier in the day.  Seriously?! This miracle and all miracles happened for you!  
John says so.  John 20:30-31 (NIV) "Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in His name." (Do you have Life in His name?  This miracle happened 
to help bring Life to your heart of hearts!) 
  
F. But I'm from Missouri Pastor Steve--I wasn't there to see it with my own eyes!  I say, be from Bethsaida, and see 
it through these eyewitnesses, and believe!   (The gift of faith may have already been deposited in your heart!)  
Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John documented this miracle and suffered horribly for their faith!  Would you die or suffer 
torture for such concocted stories?!  Some say seeing is believing; I say believe and you'll see something you ain't 
never seen before! 
 



II. Communion 

 
A. Luke 9:18-20 says: "Now it happened that as He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him. And He asked 
them, 'Who do the crowds say that I am?' And they answered, 'John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, 
that one of the prophets of old has risen.' Then He said to them, 'But who do you say that I am?' And Peter 
answered, 'The Christ of God.'" 
 
B. It was The Christ of God Who took Bread on the night He was betrayed, similar to what He had done near 
Bethsaida, broke it and gave thanks saying: "This is My body, broken for you, eat this in remembrance of Me."  And 
in the same way He also took the Cup and blessed it saying, "This is the New Covenant in My blood, poured out for 
you, drink this in remembrance of Me."  Now we have the privilege of doing the same... 
 
C. Lyrics to old hymn: "All Things Are Ready" by Albert Midlane, 1860... 
 
* Pray and serve Communion... 
 

 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 9:1-20 (ESV) 
1 And He called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and 
He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3 And He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, 
no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics. 4 And whatever house you enter, stay there, and 
from there depart. 5 And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from your 
feet as a testimony against them.” 6 And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and 
healing everywhere. 7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed, because it 
was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, 8 by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that 
one of the prophets of old had risen. 9 Herod said, “John I beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” 
And he sought to see Him. 10 On their return the apostles told Him all that they had done. And He took them and 
withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11 When the crowds learned it, they followed Him, and He welcomed 
them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing. 12 Now the day began to 

wear away, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd away to go into the surrounding villages and 
countryside to find lodging and get provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” 13 But He said to them, “You give 

them something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy 
food for all these people.” 14 For there were about five thousand men. And He said to His disciples, “Have them sit 
down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 And they did so, and had them all sit down. 16 And taking the five loaves and 

the two fish, He looked up to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then He broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd. 17 And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, 
twelve baskets of broken pieces. 18 Now it happened that as He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him. And 
He asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, 
and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 Then He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And 

Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 
 
John 20:30-31 (NIV) 
30 Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in His name. 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

"Miracles lead not simply to cognitive belief, but to worship, to awe and wonder. Jesus’ miracles in particular were 
never magic tricks, designed only to impress and coerce... Instead, He used miraculous power to heal the sick, feed 
the hungry, and raise the dead. Why? We modern people think of miracles as the suspension of the natural order, but 
Jesus meant them to be the restoration of the natural order." 
- Tim Keller, The Reason for God, p.p. 95-96. 
 

All Things Are Ready 
By Albert Midlane, 1860 

  
“All things are ready,” Come,  
Come to the supper spread;  
Come, rich and poor, come, old and young,  
Come, and be richly fed.  
 



“All things are ready,” Come,  
The invitation’s given,  
Through Him who now in glory sits  
At God’s right hand in heaven. 
  
“All things are ready,” Come,  
The door is open wide;  
Oh feast upon the love of God,  
For Christ, His Son, has died.  
 
“All things are ready,” Come,  
All hindrance is removed;  
And God, in Christ, His precious love,  
To fallen man has proved. 
  
“All things are ready,” Come,  
Tomorrow may not be;  
Oh sinner, come, the Saviour waits,  
This hour to welcome thee!  
- Albert Midlane, Written in July, 1860, and first published in The Ambassador's Hymn Book, 1861. 

 
Film Clips & Other Links 
 
Communion Song - Cheri Keaggy 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WReXhV7MpI0 
 
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6TjOhnv1Nk 
 
Feeding the Five Thousand, Lifeline Shorts - Scott Brenner 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqcgpwoW-4g 
 
The Dance of God - Tim Keller (Song, "He Loves Us" by David Crowder) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI_-4wOhRNg 
 
"Come to the Feast"  - The Clara Ward Singers 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqPZsrp5mkE 
 
Doing the Works of Jesus and Greater Works 
Sermon by John Piper in Print and on Video 
http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/doing-the-works-of-jesus-and-greater-works 

 
 
Bonus Stuff 

 
John 21:24-25 (NIV) 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world 

would not have room for the books that would be written. 
 
Hebrews 2:1-4 (Phillips) 
1-4 We ought, therefore, to pay the greatest attention to the truth that we have heard and not allow ourselves to drift 

away from it. For if the message given through angels proved authentic, so that defiance of it and disobedience to it 
received appropriate retribution, how shall we escape if we refuse to pay proper attention to the salvation that is 
offered us today? For this salvation came first through the words of the Lord Himself: it was confirmed for our hearing 
by men who had heard Him speak, and God moreover has plainly endorsed their witness by signs and miracles, by 
all kinds of spiritual power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, all working to the divine plan. 
 
Quote by R.C. Sproul 
"Today, you can go into a pastor’s office and see a sign that says, “Expect a Miracle.” But if you expect a miracle—if 
miracles are expectable—there’s nothing miraculous about them. If they’re ordinary then they carry no certifiable 
weight. It’s by their extraordinary character that they have sign power: sign-ificance." 
- R.C. Sproul, Ligonier Ministries, Article: "Does R.C. Sproul Believe in Miracles?", July 24, 2013, http://www.ligonier.org/blog/does-rcsproul-
believe-miracles/ 
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Sermon Excerpt by Charles H. Spurgeon 

If the disciples had considered the miracle of the loaves they would have observed that Christ is grand at 
emergencies. When there were five thousand people to be fed and no towns and villages near enough to supply 
them with bread, so that the people must faint by the way ere they could reach the markets, then Christ was ready, 
full- handed in time of scarcity, prompt to dispense His liberality, able to meet the emergency so perfectly, that the 
people must have been very thankful that such an emergency had arisen, and no doubt often wished that they could 
have been in such a strait again if they could have had the Lord near to bring them out of it.  
 
Had they considered the miracle of the loaves the disciples would have known that Christ only is grand at 
emergencies, but that He displays His power spontaneously, without need of pressing or even prompting. Before 
anybody else had cared for the multitude He began enquiring about the state of the stores from which the famishing 
must be fed. He it was who thought of the way of feeding them, it was a design invented and originated by Himself.  
 
His followers had looked at their little store of bread and fish and given up the task as hopeless; but Jesus, altogether 
unembarrassed, and in no perplexity, had already considered how He would banquet the thousands and make the 
fainting sing for joy. The Lord of Hosts needed no entreaty to become the Host of hosts of hungry men.  
 
Remembering this, the disciples in their new distress should have said within themselves, “Now will he display His 
power. We have scarcely need to cry to Him, for before we call He will answer; and while the emergency is yet 
pressing upon our minds He will hear.” But they forgot what He had done on that occasion, and therefore they fell into 

distrust as to their new trial. Beloved, is not this a very common fault with us? Do we not too oft forget what the Lord 
has done for us in times past? 
- C.H. Spurgeon, "The Miracles of the Loaves" Sermon #1209, The Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington, London. 

 
 
Let Every Mortal Ear Attend 
By Isaac Watts, 1706 

 
Let every mortal ear attend,  
And every heart rejoice;  
The trumpet of the gospel sounds  
With an inviting voice.  
 
Lo, all ye hungry, starving souls,  
That feed upon the wind,  
And vainly strive with earthly toys  
To fill an empty mind;  
 
Eternal Wisdom has prepared  
A soul reviving feast,  
And bids your longing appetites  
The rich provision taste.  
 
Ho, ye that pant for living streams,  
And pine away and die,  
Here you may quench your raging thirst  
With springs that never dry.  
 
Rivers of love and mercy here  
In a rich ocean join;  
Salvation in abundance flows,  
Like floods of milk and wine.  
 
Ye perishing and naked poor, 
Who work with mighty pain 
To weave a garment of your own 
That will not hide your sin, 
 
Come, naked, and adorn your souls  
In robes prepared by God,  
Wrought by the labours of His Son,  
And dyed in His own blood. 



  
Great God, the treasures of Thy love  
Are everlasting mines,  
Deep as our helpless miseries are,  
And boundless as our sins. 
  
The happy gates of Gospel grace  
Stand open night and day,  
Lord, we are come to seek supplies,  
And drive our wants away.  
- Words by Isaac Watts, "Hymns and Spiritual Songs", 1707. 
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/l/e/m/lemortal.htm 

 
 
Why Did Jesus Perform Miracles 
By Dr. Doug Bookman 
http://www.jesus.org/life-of-jesus/miracles/why-did-jesus-perform-miracles.html 

 
Familiarity has dulled our amazement. We know about the water becoming wine, Christ striding on the waves, the 
blind soaking in new light, the wind obeying, and even Lazarus living again. Compared to the reaction of those who 
saw Jesus's miracles firsthand, our response is much more tepid. Some people back then followed, some snarled, 
some condemned, but none ignored. 
 
To get at the reason why Jesus performed His miracles, we need to unearth the expectations of those who lived at 
that time. From our perspective, we know who Jesus claimed to be—the Messiah and God in sandals. But the people 
of ancient Israel had no New Testament to study. They had the Old Testament, the teachings of the respected rabbis, 
and hope. 
 
Jesus strode into the midst of their hope—hope to be free of oppression from distant Rome—with a bold claim. The 
prophecies were fulfilled in Him. The Messiah had come to draw people to the Kingdom of God. While He had no 
sword that they could see, they could see Him healing their friends and relatives. They could see the power of God 
moving through the hills. They'd read about the great miracles of Moses and Joshua, Daniel and Elijah, but seeing 
them was another matter. 
 
The miracles themselves were not ways for Jesus to show off His power, especially since He had given up His former 
glory to come to earth and do the will of the Father in heaven. Instead, the miracles vindicated His claims about 
Himself and His teaching. Although He didn't need to perform any miracles and refused to perform them on demand, 
they came so that others might believe (John 10:37-38). 
 
With all the healings and weather control, however, it's easy to forget the greatest miracle Jesus performed. Being 
dead and in the grave, Jesus took His life back and delivered a confirmation of His Kingship that no one could ignore. 
- Adapted from the lecture notes of Dr. Doug Bookman, professor of New Testament Exposition at Shepherds Theological Seminary. 
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