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I. Luke 8:40-56 

 
 A. The accounts we read today are found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  These three gospels are often 
referred to as the Synoptic Gospels. The word synoptic means “to see together with a common view.”  The 
synoptics have countless similarities in detail and sequence while John's content and focus is different.  All are 
wholly inspired.  All four gospels compliment one another (vs contradict) like artists painting the same scene, each 
emphasizing unique features of what they see... 
 
 B. Today we glean all we can from two back-to-back astounding miracles.  So do you believe in miracles 
and what is a miracle anyway?  Dr. Wayne Grudem defines a miracle as follows: "A miracle is a less common kind 
of God's activity in which He arouses people's awe and wonder and bears witness to Himself. He justifies this 
definition by awe, or amazement in such a way that God bears witness to Himself." 
 
  1) Quote by C.S. Lewis...   
  2) Quote by Tim Keller... 
 
 C. Luke 8:40-48 is about a woman who has long suffered from a bleeding issue... 
 
  1) With respect to the Law, she would have been deemed ceremonially unclean, unable to touch 
and associate with others, and barred from temple worship... 
  2) While a crowd swarms around Jesus, she presses through them (breaks the Law) just to touch 
the hem of His garment in order to be healed.  She is healed! 
  3) Jesus, feeling the power go out of Him, stops wondering who had touched Him.  The woman 
falls at His feet trembling with her confession.  Jesus replies: "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in 
peace.”  
  4) While she was breaking the Law, Jesus was fulfilling it!  She knew the Law could not heal her 
but God the Son could!  Jesus shed His blood to break the power of the Law! Jesus came to do the bleeding to 
stop her's!  Jesus came to do the bleeding to make us well forevermore!  "By His stripes we are healed!"  (Romans 
8:1-4) 
 
 D. Luke 8:49-56 is Jesus' second miracle of the day, raising a child from the dead. 
 
  1) The leader of the synagogue, Jairus, came to Jesus to see if He would come to heal his sick 
daughter.  On the way there, Jesus stops to heal the woman with the hemorrhaging issue and the little girl dies.  
Undaunted, Jesus tells Jairus: Believe... 
  2) When they arrive, Jesus excuses the mourners and enters the little girl's room with Peter, 
James, John, and the girl's parents.  He merely says to her: "Child, arise.” (Talitha cumi in Aramaic).  She comes 
back to life.  Jesus has them to give her something to eat and instructs them to tell no one what has just taken 
place... 
  3) The little girl gets her life back.  Mom & Dad are thrilled!  Mourning turned to dancing!  How'd 
she feel when she "woke up?"  Happy?  Had she gotten a brief glimpse of Paradise between the time she passed 
and Jesus arriving?  Did she feel like she got yanked back to her bed from an incredible celestial playground?  
Her's wasn't a near death experience--her's was a real death experience!  What kind of life did she live from then 
on?  She probably never feared death again.  Perhaps she lived fearlessly for the Lord who raised her from the 
dead.  She would eventually die again and her grave is somewhere with us.  Maybe an obituary was written.  But 
she died the second time with a sure and certain hope of resurrection unto eternal life in Christ Jesus her Lord! 
 
 E. You can die with that same sure and certain Hope!  Better still, you can live with that same sure and 
certain Hope before you die with it!  As Paul so masterfully said, "To live is Christ and to die is gain!"  It is not gain 
without this Hope!  How are you living and how will you die?  Do you believe in miracles?  You either have already 
experienced one or God would like to unleash one upon you--that's to make you alive in Him... 
 
* Close with Ephesians 2:1-10 and Prayer... 
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Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 8:40-56 (ESV) 
40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him. 41 And there came a man 

named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored Him to come to his house, 
42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As Jesus went, the people pressed 
around Him. 43 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had 
spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. 44 She came up behind Him and touched the 
fringe of His garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. 45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched 
Me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround You and are pressing in on You!” 46 But Jesus 
said, “Someone touched Me, for I perceive that power has gone out from Me.” 47 And when the woman saw that she 

was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why she 
had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made 
you well; go in peace.” 49 While He was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, “Your 
daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.” 50 But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; 
only believe, and she will be well.” 51 And when He came to the house, He allowed no one to enter with Him, except 
Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were weeping and mourning for her, 
but He said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at Him, knowing that she was 
dead. 54 But taking her by the hand He called, saying, “Child, arise.” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up at 
once. And He directed that something should be given her to eat. 56 And her parents were amazed, but He charged 

them to tell no one what had happened. 
 
Definition of A Miracle by Dr. Wayne Grudem 

"A miracle is a less common kind of God's activity in which He arouses people's awe and wonder and bears witness 
to Himself. He justifies this definition by awe, or amazement in such a way that God bears witness to Himself." 
- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, Chapter 17, p. 355. 
 

Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole world in letters too 
large for some of us to see.” 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

“Christ's miracles were not the suspension of the natural order but the restoration of the natural order. They were a 
reminder of what once was prior to the fall and a preview of what will eventually be a universal reality once again--a 
world of peace and justice, without death, disease, or conflict.” 
 
Romans 8:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law 
of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do 

because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin 
offering. And so He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met 

in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) 
1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways 
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All 

of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the 

coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not 
by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 

 
Interpreting the Miracles of Jesus - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoSx-_OFhM8 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoSx-_OFhM8


Jesus Healing Woman With Issue of Blood (Jesus Film Project) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSoijT7tQlU 

 
Jesus Raises Jairus' Daughter (Jesus Film Project) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5dV2v1Cvu4 

 
Do Miracles Happen Today? - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgs38_x1XJg 

 
We Grossly Underestimate God - Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5R7Apzti9I 

 
"The Shadow Proves the Sunshine" - Switchfoot 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDM2QRW-kD0 

 
Chuck Smith & Greg Laurie: A Final Conversation 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lw_-v1gkQKs 

 
Miracles - 3 Audio Messages by Dr. Wayne Grudem 
In three talks, Wayne Grudem looks at the biblical teaching about miracles. 
http://www.theologynetwork.org/christian-beliefs/the-holy-spirit-and-christian-living/miracles.htm 

 
 
 Bonus Stuff 

 
Mark 5:21-43 (ESV) 
21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about Him, and He was 
beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing Him, he fell at his feet 
23 and implored Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, 
so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And He went with him. And a great crowd followed Him and thronged 
about Him. 25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered 
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27 She had 
heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. 28 For she said, “If I 
touch even His garments, I will be made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body 
that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in Himself that power had gone out from Him, 
immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched My garments?” 31 And His disciples said to Him, “You 
see the crowd pressing around You, and yet You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” 32 And He looked around to see who had 
done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before Him 
and told Him the whole truth. 34 And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.” 35 While He was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your 
daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of 
the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And He allowed no one to follow Him except Peter and James and 
John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, 
people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And when He had entered, He said to them, “Why are you making a 
commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at Him. But He put them all 

outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with Him and went in where the child was. 
41 Taking her by the hand He said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And 

immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately 
overcome with amazement. 43 And He strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her 

something to eat. 
 
Leviticus 15:25-33 (NIV) 
25 “‘When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other than her monthly period or has a 

discharge that continues beyond her period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the days 
of her period. 26 Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues will be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly 
period, and anything she sits on will be unclean, as during her period. 27 Anyone who touches them will be unclean; 
they must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening. 28 “‘When she is cleansed 
from her discharge, she must count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean. 29 On the eighth 

day she must take two doves or two young pigeons and bring them to the priest at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting. 30 The priest is to sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this way he will make 
atonement for her before the Lord for the uncleanness of her discharge. 31 “‘You must keep the Israelites separate 

from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling My dwelling place, which is 
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among them.’” 32 These are the regulations for a man with a discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of 
semen, 33 for a woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who has sexual 

relations with a woman who is ceremonially unclean. 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

"God seems to do nothing of Himself which He can possibly delegate to His creatures. He commands us to do slowly 
and blunderingly what He could do perfectly and in the twinkling of an eye." 
 
Quote by Francis Crick 

“An honest man, armed with all the knowledge available to us now, could only state that in some sense, the origin of 
life appears at the moment to be almost a miracle, so many are the conditions which would have had to have been 
satisfied to get it going.”  
- Francis Crick, Life Itself: It's Origin and Nature. 
 

Quote by Albert Einstein 

“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is 
a miracle.” 
 
Quote by Fyodor Dostoyevesky 

“The genuine realist, if he is an unbeliever, will always find strength and ability to disbelieve in the miraculous, and if 
he is confronted with a miracle as an irrefutable fact he would rather disbelieve his own senses than admit the 
miraculous also.” 
- Fyodor Dostoyevesky, The Brothers Karamazov. 

 
Quote from Lemony Snicket 

“Miracles are like pimples, because once you start looking for them you find more than you ever dreamed you'd see.” 
- Lemony Snicket, The Lump of Coal. 
 

Switchfoot Song Title 

“The shadow proves the sunshine.” 
 
Bible Characters Raised from the Dead 
http://www.pathlightspress.com/resurrection.html 
Copyright 2011 by Lauretta Marigny - All rights reserved 
 

Easter is the Christian holiday that celebrates the Resurrection, the day that Jesus was raised from the dead. Many 
people have heard the story about how Jesus died and rose again. However, many people do not know that the Bible 
tells about several other people who were raised from the dead. A list of them follows. 
 
Widow of Zarephath's son 

(I Ki 17:17-24) raised by Elijah 
Elijah was a great prophet. He was sent by God to the widow of Zarephath. Elijah told the widow, who was running 
out of flour and oil, that God would provide for her and her son. God miraculously replenished the flour and oil in her 
containers so she could provide for herself, her son and Elijah. But then her son got sick and died. Elijah went up to 
the boy's room in the loft. He laid himself over the boy's body three times and then prayed that God would allow the 
boy's soul to come back into him. The boy was raised from the dead. 
 
Shunamite's son 

(II Ki 4:20-37) raised by Elisha 
Elisha stayed in Shunem with a woman and her husband whenever he passed through their town. In fact, the couple 
built an extra room in their house for Elisha to use. Elisha wanted to give the woman something for her hospitality. He 
promised she would have a son in a year's time. She did have a son, but when the son was boy he was harvesting 
with his father. He got a terrible headache so the dad sent him home. The mother held the boy in her arms, but he 
died. The woman put the boy on Elisha's bed and went to get Elisha. When Elisha arrived he prayed, he laid himself 
over the boy's body, and he paced back and forth in the house. The boy came back to life. 
 
Man tossed into Elisha's tomb 

(II Ki 13:21) raised by God's Spirit  
People were about to bury a man, but when they saw a band of raiders coming, they simply threw the dead man's 
body into Elisha's tomb. The Bible says when the corpse touched Elisha's bones that he revived. 
 

http://www.pathlightspress.com/resurrection.html


Widow of Nain's son 

(Lk 7:11-16) raised by Jesus 
Jesus stopped a funeral procession as they were carrying the casket to the cemetery. Jesus had compassion on the 
weeping mother. He told her to stop crying, and then he raised her son from the dead. 
 
Synagogue ruler Jairus' 12-year-old daughter 

(Mk 5:35-43) raised by Jesus 
Jairus asked Jesus to come heal his dying daughter. By the time Jesus arrived she had already died. Jesus sent the 
mourners out, but took the girls' parents and Peter, James and John into the room where the dead girl lay. He said, 
"Little girl, get up." She did. 
 
Lazarus 

(Jn 11:1-44) raised by Jesus 
Lazarus had been in the grave four days when Jesus approached his tomb. Jesus asked the people to take away the 
stone. Then Jesus called out, "Lazarus, come forth." Lazarus came out, still wrapped in the strips of cloth. People had 
to help him out of them. 
 
Tabitha also known as Dorcas 

(Acts 9:36-41) raised by Peter 
Tabitha was a seamstress who did many good deeds. She got sick and died. Since Peter was in a nearby town they 
asked him to come. Peter had everyone leave the room where Tabitha lay. He knelt down and prayed and then he 
said to the body, "Tabitha, arise." She opened her eyes and then sat up. 
 
Eutychus 

(Acts 20:7-12) raised by Paul 
Late one night Paul was speaking to a group of believers. A young man was sitting in the window listening. He fell 
asleep and fell from the third story to his death. Paul ran down, laid himself over the body and then embraced him. He 
told everyone the boy was OK, and he was. 
 
Men raised upon Jesus' death 

(Mt 27:51-53) raised by God 
When Jesus died there was a violent earthquake and the veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom. The Bible 
says tombs were opened and many bodies of saints arose from the dead. It says that after Jesus' resurrection they 
went into Jerusalem where many people witnessed their return to life. 
 
A few readers have notified me about other people in the Bible who may have been raised from the dead: 
 
#1. Some people speculate that the young man in Mk 14:51-52 was a person raised from the dead. 
 
#2. Because he could not have survived the stomach of the fish, Jonah died and was raised again. 
 
#3. Paul, could have died and been raised again when he was stoned in Acts 14:19. The Bible says the people who 
stoned him thought he was dead. 
- Written in 2008 by Lauretta Marigny 
 

 
What Are The Synoptic Gospels? 
By S. Michael Houdmann 
http://www.gotquestions.org/Synoptic-Gospels.html 
 

Question: "What are the Synoptic Gospels?" 
 
Answer: The Synoptic Gospels are the first three books of the New Testament, Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These 
three books plus John are called the “Gospels” because they chronicle the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection—the basis of our salvation. The Gospel of Matthew was written by Matthew the apostle, one of the 
twelve commissioned by Jesus. The Gospel of Mark was written by John Mark, a close associate of the apostle 
Peter. The Gospel of Luke was written by Luke the physician, a friend and traveling companion of the apostle Paul. 
 
The first three Gospels are called “synoptic” because they “see together with a common view” (the word synoptic 
literally means “together sight”). Matthew, Mark, and Luke cover many of the same events in Jesus’ life—most of 
them from Jesus’ ministry in Galilee—in much the same order. Nearly 90 percent of Mark’s content is found in 
Matthew, and about 50 percent of Mark appears in Luke. All of the parables of Christ are found in the Synoptics (the 
Gospel of John contains no parables). 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Synoptic-Gospels.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/New-Testament-Survey.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Gospel-of-Matthew.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Gospel-of-Mark.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Gospel-of-Luke.html


 
There are differences, too. Matthew and Luke are both considerably longer than Mark. Matthew was written for a 
Jewish audience, Mark for a Roman audience, and Luke for a broader Gentile audience. Matthew quotes extensively 
from the Old Testament, and his oft use (32 times) of the phrase “the kingdom of heaven” is unique—it’s not found 
anywhere else in the Bible. Luke places a definite emphasis on Jesus’ acts of compassion toward Gentiles and 
Samaritans. Much of Luke 10—20 is unique to that Gospel. 
 
The difficulty in explaining the similarities and differences among the Synoptic Gospels is referred to as the Synoptic 
Problem in the world of biblical scholarship. In the final analysis, the Synoptic “Problem” is not much of a problem at 
all—God inspired three Gospel writers to record the events surrounding the same Person during the same part of His 
life in the same locations, yet with slightly different emphases aimed at different readers. 
 
Recommended Resources: Three Views On The Origins of the Synoptic Gospels by Robert L. Thomas and Logos 
Bible Software. 
 
Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/Synoptic-Gospels.html#ixzz37l3KSCL6 
 
- While he is not the author of every article on GotQuestions.org, for citation purposes, you may reference our CEO, S. Michael Houdmann. 

 
 
Principles Involved in Harmonizing the Synoptic Gospels 
By Dennis McCallum and Gary DeLashmutt - Xenos Christian Fellowship 
http://www.xenos.org/essays/harmony.htm 

  
These 5 principles are the most common principles involved in harmonization, but some harmonization issues involve 
other, less common principles. 
 
1. Ancient people were not as interested in geographic and chronological details as we are. 
* Gadarenes (Mt. 8:28) and Gerasenes (Mk. 5:1) refer to two cities in the same region. 
* Luke refers to the new site of Jericho (Lk. 18:35), while Matthew and Mark refer to old Jericho (Mt. 20:29; Mk. 
10:46). 
 
2. The authors often arranged their material topically, not chronologically. 
* Mt. 8, 9 is a list of miracles which Jesus did throughout the course of this ministry. 
 
3. Jesus was an itinerate speaker. Therefore, He often repeated both teachings and actions in different places and 
times. 
* The sermon on mount (Mt. 5-7) and the sermon on the level place (Lk. 6) are probably different discourses. 
* Jesus cleansed the Temple twice: once at beginning of His ministry (Jn. 2) and once at the end (Mt., Mk., Lk.). 
* The incident with Mary and the perfume (Jn. 12; Mt. 26; Mk. 14) is probably different from similar incident recorded 
in Lk. 7. 
 
4. The authors used great selectivity in their accounts (Jn. 20:31; 21:25) and greatly compressed what they reported. 
* There are 2 Garasene demonics (Mt. 8; Lk. 8), but Mark focuses on one of them. 
* There are 2 blind men healed (Mt. 20; Lk. 18), but Mark focuses on one of them. 
* Matthew often compresses accounts (Mt. 8:5-13; 9:18). 
 
5. Authors had to translate, interpret and condense Jesus' words and actions. 
* Jesus probably spoke in Aramaic, but the gospels are written in Greek. This explains slightly different versions of 
the same quotations (Compare Mt.24:3; Mk 13:4; Lk.21:7). 
* We don't always know where the quotation ends and the application begins (Jn. 3:10-21; Gal.2:14-21). 
- See more at: http://www.xenos.org/essays/harmony.htm#sthash.1i9uMaxD.dpuf 
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