
NAIN TOO FOND OF FUNERALS 
 

I. Luke 7:1-17 

 
A. Today we explore a couple more powerful miracles, one in Capernaum and the other one in the town of Nain.  So 
why miracles?  Miracles demonstrated that Jesus was God; that the Word He spoke was true and trustworthy and 
that He should be fully embraced as the promised Messiah; Miracles also exhibited God's omnipotent power 
coupled with His mercy, compassion, and love--all inseparable characteristics of Who He truly is... How powerful, 
deep and wide and vast is God's love! 
 
B. Luke 7:1-10 Jesus heals a centurion's servant... 
 
1) Centurions were Roman officers who commanded a company of 100 men.  Rome had sent occupying armies to 
Israel and they were summarily despised.  Jesus, however, encountered a centurion who was beloved by the 
people, who revered the One True God, a man blessed with great humility and genuine faith... 
2) With his servant dying, he sends word to Jesus of the illness, hopeful for healing.  While Jesus heads that way, 
the centurion sends further word that Jesus need not come, that he deems himself unworthy, but because he too is 
a man under authority, he knows Jesus can heal by just saying the word.  Jesus commends with amazement the 
centurion's faith and heals his servant that very hour.  No funeral necessary! 
3) When compassion meets humility expect to find God there... 
4) Verses on Humility: Proverbs 3:34; James 4:5-6; 1 Peter 5:6-7... 
 
C. Luke 7:11-17 Jesus raises a widow's son from the dead... 
 
1) Jesus heads to the town of Nain, a 20-some mile trek from Capernaum, with disciples, followers, and a curious 
crowd in tow.  As Jesus is walking into the village, a young dead man is being carried out for burial.  He was the 
only son of his mother and sadly she's also a widow.  Her plight is one of destitution... 
2) Jesus stops the funeral procession, tenderly tells the weeping mother not to cry, and then raises her son from 
the dead... Mourning turns into dancing! 
3) Jesus was none too fond of funerals.  We know He raised at least 3 people from the dead: this widow's son; 
Jairus' 12 year old daughter; and His friend, Lazarus.  And He may have raised others... (John 20:30-31 & John 
21:24-25) 
 
D. While some don't believe great miracles still occur in our time, one only needs to meet someone who was once 
dead in their trespasses and sins but now raised to New Life in Christ. A life transformed by the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the greatest of miracles! 
 
1) Quote by Augustine: "I never have any difficulty believing in miracles, since I experienced the miracle of a 
change in my own heart." 
2) Quote by Arlo F. Newell: "When praying for healing, ask great things of God and expect great things from God. 
But let us seek for that healing that really matters, the healing of the heart, enabling us to trust God simply, face 
God honestly, and live triumphantly." 
3) Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon: “Is not the gospel its own sign and wonder? Is not this a miracle of miracles, that 
'God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish'? 
Surely that precious word, 'Whosoever will, let him come and take the water of life freely' and that solemn promise, 
'Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out,' are better than signs and wonders! A truthful Saviour ought to 
be believed. He is truth itself. Why will you ask proof of the veracity of One who cannot lie?” 
 
E. So what might happen if you were to pray like this: 'Lord, open my heart wide unto You.  Do a miracle inside my 
heart and make me Yours.  Say the Word Lord and let me be healed!  Call me Lord from death to life!'  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Luke 7:1-17 (NIV) 
1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, He entered Capernaum. 2 There a 
centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and 
sent some elders of the Jews to Him, asking Him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they 
pleaded earnestly with Him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our 
synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to 
Him: “Lord, don’t trouble Yourself, for I do not deserve to have You come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even 
consider myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say 



to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this, He was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following Him, He said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been 
sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and His 
disciples and a large crowd went along with Him. 12 As He approached the town gate, a dead person was being 

carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 
13 When the Lord saw her, His heart went out to her and He said, “Don’t cry.” 14 Then He went up and touched the 
bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead 
man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 16 They were all filled with awe and praised 
God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about 

Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. 
 
Proverbs 3:34 (NLT) 
34 The Lord mocks the mockers but is gracious to the humble. 

 
James 4:5-6 (NLT) 
6 And He gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 
1 Peter 5:6-7 (Phillips) 
6-7 So, humble yourselves under God’s strong hand, and in His own good time He will lift you up. You can throw the 

whole weight of your anxieties upon Him, for you are His personal concern. 
 
John 20:30-31 (NIV) 
30 Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in His name. 
 
John 21:24-25 (NIV) 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world 

would not have room for the books that would be written. 
 
Quote by Augustine 

"I never have any difficulty believing in miracles, since I experienced the miracle of a change in my own heart." 
 
Quote by Arlo F. Newell 

"When praying for healing, ask great things of God and expect great things from God. But let us seek for that healing 
that really matters, the healing of the heart, enabling us to trust God simply, face God honestly, and live triumphantly." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

“Is not the gospel its own sign and wonder? Is not this a miracle of miracles, that 'God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish'? Surely that precious word, 
'Whosoever will, let him come and take the water of life freely' and that solemn promise, 'Him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wise cast out,' are better than signs and wonders! A truthful Saviour ought to be believed. He is truth itself. 

Why will you ask proof of the veracity of One who cannot lie?” 
 
Film Clips & Other Links 

 
The Widow's Son - Roger Ealey 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QK4UQgMxUxY 
 
Raising the Dead, Forgiveness of Sin - Fr. Cyril Gorgy - St Mark Coptic Orthodox Church 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOpy6ObzfYQ 
 
"He Touched Me" - The Isaacs 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLYmuYC_dm8 
 
Do Miracles Happen Today? - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgs38_x1XJg 
 
Interpreting the Miracles of Jesus - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoSx-_OFhM8 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QK4UQgMxUxY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOpy6ObzfYQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLYmuYC_dm8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgs38_x1XJg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoSx-_OFhM8


Bonus Stuff 

 
Matthew 8:5-13 (NIV) 
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies 
at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 8 The centurion replied, 
“Lord, I do not deserve to have You come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I 

myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and 
he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, He was amazed and said to 
those following Him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it 

would.” And his servant was healed at that moment. 
 
 
1 Kings 17:17-24 (NIV) 
17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and finally 
stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of 
my sin and kill my son?” 19 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to the upper 
room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have you 
brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out 
on the boy three times and cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” 22 The Lord heard 
Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah picked up the child and carried him down from 
the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” 24 Then the woman said to 

Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth.” 
 
Quote by John MacArthur 

"A miracle is an extraordinary event wrought by God through human agency, an event that cannot be explained by 
natural forces. Miracles are always designed to authenticate the human instrument God has chosen to declare a 
specific revelation to those who witness the miracle." 
 
Quote by Tim Keller 

“It is not the strength of your faith but the object of your faith that actually saves you. Strong faith in a weak branch is 
fatally inferior to weak faith in a strong branch.” 
 
Quote by David Wilkerson 

"How quickly we forget God's great deliverances in our lives. How easily we take for granted the miracles He 
performed in our past." 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

“Never lose heart in the power of the gospel. Do not believe that there exists any man, much less any race of men, 
for whom the gospel is not fitted.” 
 
Quote by Charles H. Spurgeon 

“I do not come into this pulpit hoping that perhaps somebody will of his own free will return to Christ. My hope lies in 
another quarter. I hope that my Master will lay hold of some of them and say, ‘You are mine, and you shall be mine. I 
claim you for myself.’ My hope arises from the freeness of [sovereign] grace, and not from the freedom of the will.” 
 
Jesus’ Healing Ministry  
By Jerry Bridges 
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/jesus-healing-ministry/ 

 
The ninth chapter of Matthew is largely an account of the miracle-working ministry of Jesus. Five miracles are 
recorded, four of them physical healings, and the fifth, a restoring to life of a dead girl. But these are only 
representative of the many miracles Jesus performed. In fact, toward the end of the chapter Matthew seems to sum it 
all up by writing: “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and affliction” (v. 35).  
 
Several years later when Peter was preaching to the household of Cornelius, he said that “[Jesus] went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil” (Acts 10:38). Of all Peter could have said about Jesus’ 
ministry he focused on His doing good and healing people. The ultimate purpose of Jesus’ incarnation of course was 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/jesus-healing-ministry/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.38


to give His life as a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28), but His three years of public ministry were characterized by doing 
good and healing people. 
 
What was the purpose of Jesus’ healing miracles? John in his gospel calls the miracles “signs,” (2:11; 2:23; 4:54; 
20:30–31). That is, they displayed the divine power of Jesus and attested that He was indeed the Son of God. In fact, 
John specifically states that the miracles he included in his gospel were for the purpose that his reader “may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you might have life in His name” (20:31). Jesus Himself 
used His miraculous healing of the paralytic man as a proof that He had authority to forgive sins — an obvious 
reference to His divine Sonship (Matt. 9:2–6). 
 
There was another motive, however, in Jesus’ healing ministry. He was moved by compassion for those in need. 
Matthew records that as He went throughout the cities and villages, “When He saw the crowds, He had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). On another 
occasion when Jesus saw the only son of a widow being carried out for burial, He had compassion on the woman 
and raised her son to life (Luke 7:11–14).  
 
Jesus’ acts of healing, then, had a two-fold purpose. Clearly, they were needed as an authentication of His divine 
Sonship. But in the process Jesus wanted to respond to true human needs. We should not overlook the application to 
us. While the spiritual needs of people are paramount, we must not ignore their physical needs. After all, according to 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:31–46, the final judgment will certainly take into account our ministries to the physical 
needs of people. 
 
On an institutional level we evangelicals are doing a fairly good job of ministering to the physical needs of people. But 
as individuals, do we have compassion for the poor, the homeless, the elderly, and the disabled? We cannot perform 
miracles, but we can minister in many ordinary ways. Each of us needs to prayerfully consider how we might follow 
the example of Jesus’ compassion in meeting the physical needs of needy people. 
 
Returning to the miracles recorded in Matthew 9, it is instructive to note the part faith plays in them. In the healing of 
the paralytic man, Matthew says that Jesus saw his faith (v. 2). To the woman who was healed, Jesus said, “Your 
faith has made you well” (v. 22). And to the two blind men whom He healed, He said, “According to your faith be it 
done to you” (v. 29). And as for the ruler whose daughter Jesus restored to life, his faith is certainly implied in his 
request to Jesus: “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live” (v. 18). Only of 
the demon-oppressed man who was mute is there no mention of faith on his part. 
 
In all four of the instances where faith is mentioned, the object of faith was in Jesus’ ability to heal, not His will to hea l. 
Today as we pray for the healing of friends or loved ones who suffer severe illness or disease, we too should believe 
that God is able to heal, either directly or through conventional means. To say I have faith that God will heal is 
presumptuous since we do not know the mind of God, but to say God is able to heal is to exercise faith. 
 
Is God limited to our faith? No, for there are several instances in the Gospels where faith is not mentioned. Today we 
sometimes struggle with the faith to believe that Jesus is able to heal because we see so little healing accomplished. 
When we struggle this way, we should follow the example of the father who said to Jesus, “I believe; help my 
unbelief” (Mark 9:24). There is a vast difference between a struggling faith such as the father had, and the stubborn 
unbelief of the people in Jesus’ hometown, which did prevent Him from doing any mighty works there (Mark 6:3–6). 
Let’s be sure we have a struggling faith and not a stubborn unbelief.  
- Dr. Jerry Bridges is an author and speaker, as well as a part-time staff member at The Navigators in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
 
 

Doctors, Faith, and Physical Healing 

A survey conducted by the American Academy of Family Physicians shows that ninety-nine percent of doctors 
believe a relationship exists between faith and physical healing. Recently, more than one thousand health-care 
professionals met at Harvard Medical School to examine the connection between spirituality and healing. 
 
Doctors’ faith in faith was bolstered by a California study of the effect of prayer on recovery from heart problems. 
About two hundred heart patients were assigned to Christians who prayed for them, while an equal number, a control 
group, received no known prayers. Neither group knew about the prayers, yet those who received prayer developed 
half the complications that were experienced by those in the control group. 
 
A similar study by the Dartmouth Medical School examined the effect of prayer on healing when the patients prayed 
for themselves. The death rate six months after bypass surgery was 9 percent for the general population but 5 
percent for those who prayed for their own healing. And none of the deeply religious patients died during the period of 
the study. 
- The Associated Press, quoted in “Religion in the News,” Signs of the Times, March 1997, p.  
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