
EXTRAORDINARY LOVE LEADS TO EXTRAORDINARY JOY 

 
I. John 15:9-17 

 
A. Today we're back in John and back to the Last Supper where Jesus talks about love and obedience leading to 
joy.  These are all intertwined as we shall see.  How many of you want to have joy to the full? In John 15:9-17 Jesus 
gives us the progression... 
 
1) V9-13 "As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now remain in My love. If you keep My commands, you 
will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that 
My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends."  
2) This is at the Last Supper.  This is where Jesus washes their feet but also where they argue about who is the 
greatest. And what does Jesus command? Love one another!  This became John's prime directive for the rest of 
his life... 
3) Romans 13:8-10 Paul declares that love is the fulfillment of the law... 
4) V14-17 "You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have 
made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in My name the Father will give you. This is my command: 
Love each other." 
5) So what about this fruit we've been appointed to bear?  We know it starts with love for one another.  We know it's 
the same kind of love that Jesus demonstrated.  We know it includes emulating His heart and character.  We know 
that the fruit of the Spirit that Paul talks about in Galatians is a part of all this... 
 
B. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 is the gold standard Scripture on love...  Jesus personified 1 Corinthians 13.  This is the 
kind of love Jesus wants us to have for one another... 
 
C. We know Jesus' love was sacrificial and action oriented--not so much mushy, gushy, warm, and fuzzy...  While 
most of us may not be called to make the ultimate sacrifice in laying down our lives for others (though many of our 
brothers and sisters around the world are doing just that!) we will be called to love sacrificially--laying down our 
preferences, yielding those things we possess that will help someone else, putting towels around our waists and 
washing one another's feet.  Jesus' love was extraordinary and we've been called to be like Him with the promise of 
joy as the outcome... 
 
1) It's ordinary to get mad, become resentful, hold a grudge, and lash out.  It's extraordinary to forgive, apologize, 
and bury hatchets...  Fighting may draw a crowd but forgiveness changes hearts.  Mercy still triumphs over 
judgment... 
2) If you have a restaurant and someone opens a restaurant next door, it's ordinary to put the bad mouth on your 
competitor; it's extraordinary to send your new competition flowers and bid them well... 
3) It's ordinary to give a stranger directions to a good restaurant; it's extraordinary to meet them at one of your 
favorites and buy them supper... 
4) It's ordinary for some Christians to verbally persecute people who hold to other religions--say a Buddhist; it's 
extraordinary to show them Christ's love and sail with them for a month in the midst of God's creative beauty... 
5) It's ordinary to hang out with people just like you; it's extraordinary when people with tattoos, piercings, and 
quite different lifestyles are drawn to you for reasons unbeknownst to you and you show them Christ's love and 
acceptance... 
6) It's ordinary to serve your church family every now and then; it's extraordinary to volunteer almost anytime a 
need arises and not think twice about it... 
7) It's ordinary to love and care for your own children; it's extraordinary to love and care for the children of others... 
Becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister... Becoming foster parents... Carried to the extreme--adoptions may even 
occur! 
8) It's ordinary to want to spend your Christmas and spring breaks and summers off on vacations; it's extraordinary 
to go to a poor country to build homes, serve the people there, and share the Good News about Jesus... 
9) It's ordinary to use your retirement years to kick back and relax; it's extraordinary to use your retirement years in 
service and ministry in and around your community... Or even beyond your community... 
10) It's ordinary to give a little; it's extraordinary to give until it hurts... 
11) It's ordinary to loan out your coat; it's extraordinary to give someone your coat and the shirt off your back as 
well...  
12) It's ordinary to be a consumer of fruit; it's extraordinary to be a producer of fruit--fruit that others can't get 
enough of... 
 
D. Jesus said that extraordinary love will lead to extraordinary joy.  I've never known Him to be wrong...  If 
demonstrating extraordinary love is what obeying His commands looks like, I say we embrace obedience with all of 
our hearts...  And then, together, we will likewise get to bask in His joy forever...  * Close with prayer... 



 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
John 15:9-17 (NIV) 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 
Romans 13:8-10 (ESV) 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV) 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres. 
 
Edifying Video Clips 

 
"Joy" by Rend Collective Experiment 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDiETOLBvxA 

 
Sustained Joy Comes from Sharing Christ - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhQMRF8Yvl4 

 
The Story Behind "I Have Decided To Follow Jesus" 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALP9f4QVIoA&feature=related 

 
Memorial Day 2014--Freedom Isn't Free 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2RwRi2TjA0 

 
I Fought For You 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgYLr_LfhLo&feature=related 

 
Bonus Stuff 

 
"Joy is the most infallible sign of the presence of God." - Unknown 
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 (Phillips) 
1-3 "Surrounded then as we are by these serried ranks of witnesses, let us strip off everything that hinders us, as well 

as the sin which dogs our feet, and let us run the race that we have to run with patience, our eyes fixed on Jesus the 
source and the goal of our faith. For He Himself endured a cross and thought nothing of its shame because of the joy 
He knew would follow His suffering; and He is now seated at the right hand of God’s throne. Think constantly of Him 
enduring all that sinful men could say against Him and you will not lose your purpose or your courage." 
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Love Anyway 
By John Stott 

 
People are illogical, unreasonable and self-centered. 
Love them anyway. 
 
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. 
Do good anyway. 
 
If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 
 
The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. 
 
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
 
The biggest men with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men with the smallest minds. 
Think big anyway. 
 
People favor underdogs, but follow only top dogs. 
Fight for a few underdogs anyway. 
 
What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. 
Build anyway. 
 
People really need help, but may attack you if you do help them. 
Help them anyway. 
 
Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth. 
Give the world the best you have anyway. 
 
- John R. W. Stott, The Preacher’s Portrait, Some New Testament Word Studies, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 1961), pp. 
100ff 

 


