
"NAMING NAMES" 
 
I. Romans 16:1-27 

 
A. Romans 16 is the last chapter in the book of Romans. The first 15 chapters are replete with the essential 
doctrines of the Christian faith. Then in the last chapter Paul seems to wax sentimental, expressing deep gratitude 
and love towards his brothers and sisters in Christ on the receiving end of this letter and those in his present 
company... 
 
1) The names Paul lovingly mentions in Rome on the receiving end: Prisca (a.k.a. Priscilla), Aquila, Epaenetus, 
Mary, Andronicus, Junia, Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys, Apelles, Aristobulus, Herodion, Narcissus, Tryphaena, 
Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, Philologus, Julia, Nereus, Olympas... 2) 
With Paul on the sending end: Phoebe (his courier), Timothy, Lucius, Jason, Sosipater, Tertius (his scribe), Gaius, 
Erastus, Quartus... (35 names in total!) 
3) V25-27 Paul's Doxology: "Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus 
Christ! Amen." 
 
B. "So what's in a name?" asked Shakespeare's Juliet... Why did God want these names canonized in the Holy 
Scriptures? Were these names written just so when we got to them we would skip over them or could there be 
something more? 
 
1) Proverbs 22:1 says: "A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or 
gold."  
2) Ecclesiastes 7:1a says: "A good name is better than fine perfume..." 
 
C. Consider these possibilities as to why their names are mentioned... 
 
1) There was a genuine bond of love between them. The names Paul mentions represent relationships, genuine 
souls to whom Paul deeply loved and appreciated... Some had risked there lives for him. God had woven their lives 
together... 
2) Their names were written in heaven. Despite living in the midst of a culture that was pagan and full of 
temptations as well as hostile and threatening in countless ways, the names listed are of those who were steadfast 
in their faith, strong in the midst of opposition, and therefore inspiring examples to fellow believers... 
3) These names are listed because they're ordinary people like you and me. You likewise are servants of the 
church; you've been patrons-tangible supporters of God's work; many of you work hard; you're beloved fellow 
workers-approved in Christ; you're chosen by God; some have been dads & moms to those who aren't your own 
children; some are sharp in doctrine-defenders of truth; some of you have long suffered and can now walk with 
others suffering; many of you are faithful in prayer; others teach; yet others encourage... Your names are likewise 
precious to God... 
 
D. Oh to have our names written in heaven! 
 
1) Luke 10:17-20... 
2) Revelation 3:5-6... 
 
E. The study of names is called Etymology... Your names all have meanings. But what's most important is that your 
names, each derived from heaven, are attached to you. And God so loved you that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whosoever (no matter what your name is or what it means or alludes to) Whosever! believes in Him, shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life... So may His grace enable you all to believe and may all your names be boldly 
inscribed in the Lamb's Book of Life!  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Romans 16:1-27 (ESV) 
1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 2 that you may welcome her in the Lord 

in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many 
and of myself as well.3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for my 
life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5 Greet also the church in 
their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked 



hard for you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well known to the 
apostles, and they were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow 
worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to 
the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of 
Narcissus. 12 Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked 
hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well. 14 
Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, 
Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve 
our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For 

your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent 
as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 22 I Tertius, 

who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, 
the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you. 25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my 

gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be 

glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
Proverbs 22:1 (NIV) 
1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” 

 
Ecclesiastes 7:1a (NIV) 
1a A good name is better than fine perfume... 

 
Luke 10:17-20 (ESV) 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he 
said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in 

this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
Revelation 3:5-6 (NASB) 
5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I 
will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 

to the churches. 
 
 
Edifying Videos 

 
Romans 16 - Audio Bible 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvpcFhr9c78 

 
Paul's Unceasing Anguish and Love for People - Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7oyk8ziOYU 

 
The 'Romans Road' to Salvation - Sterling Franklin of Cross Allegiance  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UarXMuZDDx0 

 
Three Idols in the Western Church - Tim Keller 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGFUG1tzRAU 

 
Social Justice and Young Evangelicals - John Piper, Matt Chandler, & David Platt 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOh0Ts1xDmM 

 
Billy Graham and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DxpUC5rNJg 

 
Images of the Catacombs of St. Domitilla in Rome 
https://www.google.com/search?q=st+domitilla+catacombs&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=Nr3-
UrTUJJKCyAHajYFA&ved=0CEsQsAQ&biw=1521&bih=888 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvpcFhr9c78
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7oyk8ziOYU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UarXMuZDDx0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGFUG1tzRAU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOh0Ts1xDmM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DxpUC5rNJg
https://www.google.com/search?q=st+domitilla+catacombs&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=Nr3-UrTUJJKCyAHajYFA&ved=0CEsQsAQ&biw=1521&bih=888
https://www.google.com/search?q=st+domitilla+catacombs&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=Nr3-UrTUJJKCyAHajYFA&ved=0CEsQsAQ&biw=1521&bih=888


 
 
Bonus Stuff 

 
The Theme of Romans 

The theme of Romans is the revelation of God's judging and saving righteousness in the gospel of Jesus Christ. In 
the cross of Christ, God judges sin and yet at the same time manifests his saving mercy. - Introduction to Romans, ESV 

Study Bible, p.2151. 
 

Lyrical Quote by Bill Gaither 

“I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God,  
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood, 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, the family of God.” 
 

Quote by William Shakespeare's Juliet 
"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." - From Romeo and Juliet, II, ii, 1-

2. 
 

Isaiah 43:1 (NASB) 
1 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! 
 
Mark 15:21-24 (NIV) 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the 
country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means 
“the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified 

him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 
 
It Happened To A Little Boy Named 'Fruit Stand' 

When the 1960s ended, San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury district reverted to high rent, and many hippies moved down 
the coast to Santa Cruz. They had children and got married, too, though in no particular sequence. But they didn't 
name their children Melissa or Brett. People in the mountains around Santa Cruz grew accustomed to their children 
playing Frisbee with little Time Warp or Spring Fever. And eventually Moonbeam, Earth, Love and Precious Promise 
all ended up in public school. 
 
That's when the kindergarten teachers first met Fruit Stand. Every fall, according to tradition, parents bravely apply 
name tags to their children, kiss them good-bye and send them off to school on the bus. So it was for Fruit Stand. 
The teachers thought the boy's name was odd, but they tried to make the best of it. 
 
"Would you like to play with the blocks, Fruit Stand?" they offered. And later, "Fruit Stand, how about a snack?" He 
accepted hesitantly. By the end of the day, his name didn't seem much odder than Heather's or Sun Ray's. 
 
At dismissal time, the teachers led the children out to the buses. "Fruit Stand, do you know which one is your bus?" 
 
He didn't answer. That wasn't strange. He hadn't answered them all day. Lots of children are shy on the first day of 
school. It didn't matter. The teachers had instructed the parents to write the names of their children's bus stops on the 
reverse side of their name tags. The teacher simply turned over the tag. There, neatly printed, was the word 
"Anthony." - Luanne Oleas in Salinas, Calif., Reader's Digest. 
 
His Face Rings A Bell ;-) 

The 200-year-old church was being readied for an anniversary celebration when calamity struck: the bell ringer was 
called out of town. The sexton immediately advertised for another. When the replacement arrived, the sexton took 
him to the steps leading to the bell tower, some 150 feet above them. Round and round they went, huffing and puffing 
all the way. Just as they reached the landing, the bell ringer tripped and fell face-first into the biggest bell of all. Bo-o-
o-o-ong! Dazed by the blow, the bell ringer stumbled backward onto the landing. The railing broke loose and he fell to 
the ground. Miraculously, he was unhurt—only stunned—but the sexton thought it best to call an ambulance. “Do you 
know this man’s name?” asked the doctor when he arrived. “No,” the sexton replied, “but his face sure rings a bell.” 
- Jerry Zenk, quoted by Alex Thien in Milwaukee Sentinel. 

 


