
"IN CHRIST JESUS-COME WHAT MAY" 
 
I. Romans 8:1-4, 28-29, 31, 34-35, 37-39 
 
A. Rumor has it a new year began this past Wednesday morning...  The days have 
already started getting longer...  Even though we had January back in November, it looks 
like we're having January in January all over again...  But looking back on 2013 we have 
a lot to be thankful for and we will have a lot to be thankful for in 2014, come what may... 
 
B. Romans 8 deserves to be its own book in the Bible. Today I want to extract a few 
verses from this chapter as guiding verses as we embark on this new year... While I'm 
only pulling out a few pivotal verses, I commend the whole chapter to you for study, 
meditation, and personal application... 
 
C. Romans 8:1-4, 28-29, 31, 37-39... In Christ Jesus we enter the new year thusly: 
 
1) V1-4 "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit."  
2) V28-29 "And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He might be the 
firstborn among many brothers." 
3) V31 "What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?" 
4) V37-39 "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 
D. Quote by Elisabeth Elliott... 
 
I. Communion 
A. So it's the first Sunday of the New Year and it's fitting that we take the Bread and Cup 
together as we face all that lies ahead... Come what may, I pray we take this Bread and 
Cup as people who are in Christ Jesus... 
 
1) We take the Bread and Cup as a family of believers who are not under condemnation 
because we are in Christ Jesus... Let all our doing this year flow from God's declaration 
of "not guilty!" 
2) We take the Bread and Cup as brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus who have been 
freed from sin and death by the operative controlling power of the Holy Spirit that now 
resides in us...  
3) We take this Bread and Cup as His people who are in Christ Jesus, to whom God has 
promised to work all things for good (His and ours), because we are loved and called 
according to His purposes... 



4) We take this Bread and Cup as a remembrance that Christ loved us and died to make 
us His own forevermore and that nothing can separate us from His love--nothing 
whatsoever!  Is there any better way to enter 2014? 
 
B. Poem, "In Christ We Have" - Author Unknown 
 
* Pray and serve Communion... 
 
Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Romans 8:1-4, 28-29, 31, 34-35, 37-39 (ESV) 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ...28 And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
...31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
...34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? ...37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Quote by Elisabeth Elliott 
"This year, let us ask God to dissolve all our hopes into a single hope: to know Christ 
and to be found in Him. May this be a year of desire radically transformed, a deeper, 
truer, knowing of Christ as our All-Sufficient One." 
 
In Christ We Have 
Author Unknown 
 
In Christ We Have: 
A love that can never be fathomed.  
A life that can never die.  
A righteousness that can never be tarnished.  
A peace that can never be understood.  
A rest that can never be disturbed.  
A joy that can never be diminished.  



A hope that can never be disappointed.  
A glory that can never be clouded.  
A light that can never be darkened. 
A purity that can never be defiled.  
A beauty that can never be marred.  
A wisdom that can never be baffled. 
 
 
Edifying Videos 
 
"Good To Me" by Audrey Assad 
Audrey Assad - "Good To Me" 
 
New Birth-The Event of God's Love - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rE20e3uGsnI 
 
"Lord I Need You" by Matt Maher with Audrey Assad 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaVPupbNFAo 
 
R.C. Sproul's Concerns with the Charismatic Movement 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fvdpEi5hf0 
 
Strange Fire Debate - Adrian Warnock vs Doug Wilson (A Superb Discussion) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kh0-hKJ6viI 
 
 
Bonus Stuff 
 
James 4:13-15 (ESV) 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that.” 
 
 
Another Year Is Dawning 
By Frances R. Havergal, 1874 
 
Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father let it be, 
In working or in waiting, 
Another year with thee. 
Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 



Another year of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 
 
Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness, 
The glory of thy face. 
Another year of leaning 
Upon thy loving breast, 
Another year of trusting, 
Of quiet, happy rest. 
 
Another year of service, 
Of witness for thy love, 
Another year of training 
For holier work above. 
Another year is dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be, 
On earth, or else in heaven, 
Another year for thee. 
 
 
Resolutions 
By Jonathan Edwards, 1703-1758 
 
Being sensible that I am unable to do anything without God’s help, I do humble entreat 
Him, by His grace, to enable me to keep these Resolutions, so far as they are agreeable 
to His will, for Christ’s sake. [I will] remember to read over these Resolutions once a 
week: 
 
1. Resolved, That I will do whatsoever I think to be most to the glory of God, and my 
own good, profit, and pleasure, in the whole of my duration; without any consideration of 
the time, whether now, or never so many myriads of ages hence. 
 
2. Resolved, to do whatever I think to be my duty, and most for the good and advantage 
of mankind in general. 
 
3. Resolved, Never to lose one moment of time, but to improve it in the most profitable 
way I possibly can. 
 
4. Resolved, To live with all my might, while I do live. 
 
5. Resolved, Never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour 
of my life. 
 



6. Resolved, Never to do anything out of revenge. 
 
7. Resolved, Never to speak evil of any one, so that it shall tend to his dishonour, more 
or less, upon no account except for some real good. 
 
8. Resolved, To study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I 
may find, and plainly perceive, myself to grow in the knowledge of the same. 
 
9. Resolved, Never to count that a prayer, nor to let that pass as a prayer, nor that as a 
petition of a prayer, which is so made, that I cannot hope that God will answer it; nor 
that as a confession which I cannot hope God will accept. 
 
10. Resolved, To ask myself, at the end of every day, week, month, and year, wherein I 
could possibly, in any respect, have done better. 
 
11. Resolved, Never to give over, nor in the least to slacken, my fight with my 
corruptions, however unsuccessful I may be. 
 
12. Resolved, After afflictions, to inquire, what I am the better for them; what good I 
have got by them, and what I might have got by them. 
 
13. Resolved, Always to do that which I shall wish I had done when I see others do it. 
 
14. Let there be something of benevolence in all that I speak. 
 
- From the Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 1.	  


