
“SERIOUSLY--WHAT CHILD IS THIS?" 
 
I. Colossians 1:15-20, Luke 2:1-14, 1 Peter 2:22-25 

 
A. Ever go up to somebody who looked like someone you knew and convinced it was them, said their name only to 
be wrong? Somebody ever do that to you? 
 
1) Ever see any of these interviews on the street where somebody shows a picture of a national or world leaders 
and they ask people if they know who the person is and they guess completely wrong? (And then we all laugh!) 
2) Do you like reading stories about people before they were famous?  
3) Today I want to read 2 passages of Scripture that may sound like I'm talking about two very different people but 
indeed they are One in the same! 
 
B. Colossians 1:15-20 is an ancient creedal hymn which we have read before... V15-19 "He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. 
And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. And He is the head of the body, the church. He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be preeminent. For in Him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell..." (This is all about God the Son in His preeminent power and glory...) 
 
C. Luke 2:1-14 is the story of the birth of God the Son, Jesus our Lord... 
 
1) The One who occupied the glorious bliss of heaven, came and occupied a manger, then a carpenter shop, then a 
cross, then a tomb, and then His rightful throne at the right hand of God the Father Almighty... 
2) This story never gets old because it's the best story there ever was! 
3) Quote by Paul Lowenberg... 
 
D. Both of our texts today talk about Peace. Jesus is even referred to as the Prince of Peace. The Peace lost 
between God and man would soon be restored. But how? Through the Mt. Calvary Peace Accords! Read again the 
last 2 verses again from Colossians 1:19-20: "For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 
Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross." 
 

II. Communion 

 
A. The story of Jesus' birth is full of mystery and majesty and we do well if we take in all of that and pass this along 
to our children and grandchildren... 
 
B. Last year I told you that the very first Christmas tree was the cross of Jesus Christ... That is a good reminder as 
we take the bread and cup today... Christmas truly is about peace and it took that very first Christmas tree to 
achieve it... 1 Peter 2:22-25: “'He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.' When they hurled their 
insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him 
who judges justly. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls." 
 
C. The Bread and Cup remind us Who was hung upon that tree--the Maker and Creator of all things seen and 
unseen, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born to the virgin, Mary, in a stable in the town of Bethlehem... 
 
D. Read lyrics to: "From The Squalor of a Borrowed Stable" by Stuart Townend...  
* Pray and serve Communion... 

 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Colossians 1:15-20 (ESV) 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
Luke 2:1-14 (ESV) 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And 



Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: 

you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

those with whom he is pleased!” 

Quote by Paul Lowenberg 

"At Bethlehem God became what He was not before, but did not cease being what He always was." 
 
1 Peter 2:22-25 (NIV) 
22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself 

bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls. 
 
From The Squalor of a Borrowed Stable (Immanuel) 
By Stuart Townend  - Stuart Townend, ©1999, Thankyou Music. 

 
From the squalor of a borrowed stable, 
By the Spirit and a virgin's faith; 
To the anguish and the shame of scandal, 
Came the Saviour of the human race! 
But the skies were filled, with the praise of heav'n, 
Shepherds listen as the angels tell 
Of the Gift of God, come down to man 
At the dawning of Immanuel 
 
King of heaven, now the Friend of sinners, 
Humble servant in the Father's hands, 
Filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 
Filled with mercy for the broken man. 
Yes he walked my road, and He felt my pain, 
Joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
Yet His righteous steps, give me hope again - 
I will follow my Immanuel! 
 
Through the kisses of a friend's betrayal, 
He was lifted on a cruel cross; 
He was punished for a world's transgressions, 
He was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath, He fights for me, 
Loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 
And with a shout, our souls are free - 
Death defeated by Immanuel! 
 
Now He's standing in the place of honour, 
Crowned with glory on the highest throne, 
Interceding for His own beloved 
Till His Father calls to bring them home! 
Then the skies will part, as the trumpet sounds, 
Hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
But the Bride will run, to her Lover's arms, 
Giving glory to Immanuel! 
 



Video Clips for Growing Believers 
 
"From the Squalor of a Borrowed Stable (Immanuel)” by Stuart Townend 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YksTeR61O1I&feature=related 
 
"What Child Is This" Hyper Pixels Media 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B19kMYKF8No&NR=1 
 
The Epicness of Christ's Birth - City Life Media 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp0wyLYghkY 
 
"Shining Star" - Rend Collective Experiment 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5-8WmqWi3A 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Quote From Martin Luther 

"There are some of us... who think to ourselves, 'If I had only been there! How quick I would have been to help the 
Baby. I would have washed His linen. How happy I would have been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in 
the manger!' Yes, we would. We say that because we know how great Christ is, but if we had been there at the time, 
we would have been no better than the people of Bethlehem... Why don’t we do it now? We have Christ in our 
neighbor?" 
 
Quote by William Barclay 

"That there was no room in the inn was symbolic of what was to happen to Jesus. The only place there was room for 
Him was on the cross." 
 
 
Why Christmas?  
Author unknown  
 
There was once a man who didn't believe in God, and he didn't hesitate to let others know how he felt about religion 
and religious holidays, like Christmas.  
 
His wife, however, did believe, and she raised their children to also have faith in God and Jesus, despite his 
disparaging comments.  
 
One snowy Christmas Eve, his wife was taking their children to a Christmas Eve service in the farm community in 
which they lived. She asked him to come, but he refused.  
 
"That story is nonsense!" he said. "Why would God lower Himself to come to Earth as a man? That's ridiculous!" So 
she and the children left, and he stayed home.  
 
A while later, the winds grew stronger and the snow turned into a blizzard. As the man looked out the window, all he 
saw was a blinding snowstorm. He sat down to relax before the fire for the evening.  
 
Then he heard a loud thump. Something had hit the window. Then another thump. He looked out, but couldn't see 
more than a few feet. When the snow let up a little, he ventured outside to see what could have been beating on his 
window.  
 
In the field near his house he saw a flock of wild geese. Apparently they had been flying south for the winter when 
they got caught in the snowstorm and couldn't go on. They were lost and stranded on his farm, with no food or 
shelter. They just flapped their wings and flew around the field in low circles, blindly and aimlessly. A couple of them 
had flown into his window, it seemed. The man felt sorry for the geese and wanted to help them. The barn would be a 
great place for them to stay, he thought.  
 
It's warm and safe; surely they could spend the night and wait out the storm. So he walked over to the barn and 
opened the doors wide, then watched and waited, hoping they would notice the open barn and go inside. But the 
geese just fluttered around aimlessly and didn't seem to notice the barn or realize what it could mean for them. The 
man tried to get their attention, but that just seemed to scare them and they moved further away. He went into the 
house and came with some bread, broke it up, and made a breadcrumb trail leading to the barn. They still didn't catch 
on.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YksTeR61O1I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B19kMYKF8No&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp0wyLYghkY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5-8WmqWi3A


 
Now he was getting frustrated. He got behind them and tried to shoo them toward the barn, but they only got more 
scared and scattered in every direction except toward the barn. Nothing he did could get them to go into the barn 
where they would be warm and safe. "Why don't they follow me?!" he exclaimed. "Can't they see this is the only place 
where they can survive the storm?" He thought for a moment and realized that they just wouldn't follow a human. "If 
only I were a goose, then I could save them," he said out loud.  
 
Then he had an idea. He went into barn, got one of his own geese, and carried it in his arms as he circled around 
behind the flock of wild geese. He then released it. His goose flew through the flock and straight into the barn--and 
one by one the other geese followed it to safety. He stood silently for a moment as the words he had spoken a few 
minutes earlier replayed in his mind: "If only I were a goose, then I could save them!"  
 
Then he thought about what he had said to his wife earlier. "Why would God want to be like us? That's ridiculous!"  
 
Suddenly it all made sense. That is what God had done. We were like the geese--blind, lost, perishing. God had His 
Son become like us so He could show us the way and save us. That was the meaning of Christmas, he realized. As 
the winds and blinding snow died down, his soul became quiet and pondered this wonderful thought.  
 
Suddenly he understood what Christmas was all about, why Christ had come. Years of doubt and disbelief vanished 
like the passing storm. He fell to his knees in the snow, and prayed his first prayer: "Thank You, God, for coming in 
human form to get me out of the storm!" 

 


