
OUR MAKER DWELT AMONG US 
 
I. John 1:1-14 John 17:1-5 

 
A. A ten-year old, who was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible because of her grandmother's teaching, 
asked her grandmother: "Which Virgin was the mother of Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?" 
 
B. The past several weeks we have been celebrating Advent, looking at the Scriptures with respect to the 
Incarnation, how God the Son, was sent to us by God the Father, and through the Holy Spirit, became a child in the 
womb of a young lady named Mary. Named Jesus by Mary and Joseph, Jesus grew up as carpenter, then spent 
three years in ministry before going to the cross to die for our sins and to make us the children of God. More on 
that today. 
 
1) Jesus left behind an empty manger in an empty stable. He left behind a bloody cross with all His possessions. 
He left behind an empty tomb before ascending to His throne and the right hand of God the Father Almighty... 
 
2) John 1:1-14 does nothing but reinforce, with further depth and clarity, all we have been talking about these past 
several weeks... 
 
C. John 1:1-14 tells us about the Incarnation of God the Son... 
 
1) V1-3 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made." 
The Word is God the Son and God the Son was the collaborative Maker of all things seen and unseen! 
 
2) V10-14 "He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to 
His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He 
gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth." 
 
3) Quotes by Karl Barth and John Piper... 
 
D. Imagine looking out your window into the back yard and there you see a tent set up and it's the President of the 
United States. The presidential seal's on his tent, secret service standing guard, American Flag flapping in the 
breeze... The president's come to where you live in order for you to know him and for him to know you. Now 
multiply that concept a few thousand times over... 
 
E, Immanuel, God with us, whose name is Jesus, wants to know each of us personally and deeply! (Lyrics to 
"Maker of the Universe" by F.W. Pitt...) 
 
F. John 17 is the priestly prayer which Jesus prays at the Last Supper... He prays for Himself, His disciples, and for 
all who would become His followers. (You and me!) On the night of His betrayal and the eve of His crucifixion, 
Jesus knows He's about to fulfill His earthly mission. In a matter of hours He'll say from His blood stained cross: "It 
is finished!" He knew that what He had given up to descend here was about to be restored... 
 
G. Angels sang Gloria in excelsis Deo upon His birth, when they appeared to lowly shepherds in fields outside 
Bethlehem... And they undoubtedly sang the same song when He ascended on high as King of kings and Lord of 
lords... And they haven't stopped singing! 
 
H. All the loved ones we've lost (so many just this past year) who have died in Christ, have joined that sweet 
number... And one day we too will bask in this same glorious resplendent bliss and sing in concert with these dear 
souls and all the angelic host of heaven: Gloria in excelsis Deo--glory to God in the highest!  
 
* Close with Prayer... 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
John 1:1-14 (ESV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 



him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Quote by Karl Barth 

"The Word became flesh--and then through theologians it became words again." 
 
Quote by John Piper 

"I think what pitching a tent with us implies is that God wants to be on familiar terms with us. He wants to be close. He 
wants a lot of interaction. If you come into a community and build a huge palace with a wall around it, it says one 
thing about your desires to be with the people. But if you pitch a tent in my back yard, you will probably use my 
bathroom and eat often at my table. This is why God became human. He came to pitch a tent in our human back yard 
so that we would have a lot of dealings with Him." 
 
John 17:1-5 (ESV) 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, 

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
 
The Maker of the Universe 
Words by F.W. Pitt 
Music by Ludwig von Beethoven as well as Phil Keaggy 
 

The Maker of the universe 
As Man, for man was made a curse. 
The claims of Law which He had made 
Unto the uttermost He paid. 
 
His holy fingers made the bough 
Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow. 
The nails that pierced His hands were mined 
In secret places He designed. 
 
He made the forest whence there sprung 
The tree on which His body hung; 
He died upon a cross of wood 
Yet made the hill on which it stood. 
 
The sky that darkened o’er His head 
By Him above the earth was spread. 
The sun that hid from Him its face 
By His decree was poised in space. 
 
The spear which spilled His precious blood 
Was tempered in the fires of God. 
The grave in which His form was laid 
Was hewn in rocks His hands had made. 
 
The throne on which He now appears 
Was His from everlasting years. 
But a new glory crowns His brow 
And every knee to Him shall bow. 
 
 

Video Clips 
 
What Did Jesus Do? Understanding The Work of Christ - R.C. Sproul 
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/what-did-jesus-do/incarnation/ 
 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/what-did-jesus-do/incarnation/


"Maker of the Universe" - Phil Keaggy Version 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27GUZsrhxJ8 
 
Billy Graham's Christmas Message 1952 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdyvbhWVazY 
 
"Angels We Have Heard On High" - Chris Tomlin 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHkroAFnQwc 
 
"Do You Hear What I Hear" - Tim Hawkins :-) LOL 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ey_IL57a-b0 
 
"Jingle Bells Batman Smells" Bob Dylan Version by Jimmy Fallon :-) LOL 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeGQx0Ds_DM 
 

 
Bonus Stuff 
 

Quote by Martin Luther 

The Son of God did not want to be seen and found in heaven. Therefore he descended from heaven into this humility 
and came to us in our flesh, laid himself into the womb of his mother and into the manger and went on to the cross. 
This was the ladder that he placed on earth so that we might ascend to God on it. This is the way you must take. 
 
Augustine's Incarnation Poem 

Maker of the sun, 
He is made under the sun. 
In the Father he remains, 
From his mother he goes forth. 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
He was born on earth under heaven. 
Unspeakably wise, 
He is wisely speechless. 
Filling the world, 
He lies in a manger. 
Ruler of the stars, 
He nurses at his mother’s bosom. 
He is both great in the nature of God, 
And small in the form of a servant. 
 
U2 Singer Bono Contends, "There Must Be An Incarnation" 

After returning home from a long tour, Bono, the lead singer for U2, returned to Dublin and attended a Christmas Eve 
service. At some point in that service, Bono grasped the truth at the heart of the Christmas story: in Jesus, God 
became a human being. With tears streaming down his face, Bono realized, "The idea that God, if there is a force of 
Love and Logic in the universe, that it would seek to explain itself is amazing enough. That it would seek to explain 
itself by becoming a child born in poverty … and straw, a child, I just thought, "Wow!" Just the poetry … I saw the 
genius of picking a particular point in time and deciding to turn on this … Love needs to find a form, intimacy needs to 
be whispered … Love has to become an action or something concrete. It would have to happen. There must be an 
incarnation. Love must be made flesh." 
- Quoted in Matt Woodley, The Gospel of Matthew: God With Us (InterVarsity Press, 2011), p. 28-29 

Look What Has Come To The World 
by E. Stanley Jones 

In his 1942 devotional Abundant Living, E. Stanley Jones, Methodist doctor and missionary to India, writes: "The early 
Christians did not say in dismay: "Look what the world has come to," but in delight, "Look what has come to the 
world." They saw not merely the ruin, but the Resource for the reconstruction of that ruin. They saw not merely that 
sin did abound, but that grace did much more abound. On that assurance the pivot of history swung from blank 
despair, loss of moral nerve, and fatalism, to faith and confidence that at last sin had met its match." 
 
Which Virgin? 

A ten-year old, who was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible because of her grandmother's teaching, 
asked her grandmother: "Which Virgin was the mother of Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?" - 
Unknown 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27GUZsrhxJ8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdyvbhWVazY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHkroAFnQwc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ey_IL57a-b0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeGQx0Ds_DM
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=WW836420&amp;p=1022189

