
“REMEMBER THOSE IN CHAINS" 
 
I. Hebrews 13:1-3 

 
A. Let me begin today by reading some news blurbs about some of our brothers & sisters in Christ from around the 
world...  
 
1) Kenya: A pastor in Mombasa, Kenya, who was shot to death while praying at his church this weekend was still holding 
his Bible in his hand when church members found him, CBN News reports. Charles Matole had received threats after many 
converted to Christianity during revival services in a coastal area of the country. Members of his church found him slumped 
in one of the church's plastic chairs on Saturday night with his Bible in his hand. "His skull was badly damaged," a church 
member said. On Sunday, another pastor, Ebrahim Kidata of East African Pentecostal Church, was strangled and left in 
some bushes 30 miles north of Mombasa. 
 
2) Pakistan: Police and a banned Islamic extremist group in Lahore, Pakistan are searching for a young Christian accused 
of blasphemy – with the extremist group calling for his death – after he sought to correct misconceptions about Christianity in 
a Muslim book, sources said. Sources close to Adnan Masih, 26, said he believes that if he turns himself in, he will be killed 
by either the Islamic extremist Jamaat ud Dawa (JuD) or the Pakistani judicial system, which makes blasphemy against 
Islam’s prophet punishable by death. 
 
3) Eritrea: Eritrean security forces raided a prayer meeting and arrested 150 Christians found praying together in 
Maitemenai, a suburb to the north of Asmara, International Christian Concern reports. It is thought that the believers had 
gathered to pray about the escalating refugee crisis and the trouble in the country that has been of concern to many 
Eritreans in recent days. The gathering is said to have been under the auspices of an underground fellowship known as 
Hiyaw Amlak (Living God), part of a wide network of underground fellowships that have been in operation throughout Eritrea 
since 2002... 
 
4) Egypt: The wounded mother of a 12-year-old girl killed at a church wedding on Oct. 20 in suburban Cairo lay in a hospital 
bed on Thursday (Oct. 24), lost in anguish. Howida Refaat Azer, 30, had spent days slipping in and out of consciousness 
following operations on her right leg, and that afternoon her family finally gained the courage to tell her that her daughter, 
Mariam Nabil Fahmy Azer, had been shot dead in an attack that killed three other wedding guests. Hours later, Azer was 
shifting back and forth between numbness and agony as five women encircling her bed tried and failed to console her. 
During a period of calm, she stared ahead, expressionless and void, then suddenly lifted her head off her pillow, looked at 
the ceiling and cried out the name of her daughter. 
 
5) Nigeria: Heavily armed militants, suspected members of Boko Haram, attacked Damaturu, the capital of Nigeria's Yobe 
state, last Thursday, Open Doors USA reports. It appears that hundreds of members of the Muslim terrorist sect took part in 
the surprise offensive in an area that hosts government institutions but is also dominated by Christians. According to the 
BBC, the militants also attacked a hospital, stole drugs and drove off in ambulances. The death toll of the gun battle 
between the militants and the army, which lasted several hours, has not been confirmed. A Damaturu resident told Nigerian 
media: "It was a coordinated onslaught by the insurgents. They divided themselves into so many groups. No one can tell you 
how many people have been killed, but the truth is the casualty numbers must be high." 
 
6) Kazakhstan: International Christian Concern has recently learned that police in Astana, Kazakhstan, have been 
aggressively intimidating and harassing members of the beleaguered Grace Protestant Church. The church's 67-year-old 
pastor, Bakhytzhan Kashkumbayev (Pastor B.K.), was detained by Kazakh authorities in May as part of a nationwide 
crackdown on religious minorities. After collecting information on all of church's regular attendants, police reportedly began 
calling and harassing past and present parishioners. Police also demanded that congregants give statements alleging 
Pastor B.K. forcibly coerced church attendance and monetary gifts from members, reports ICC's contact. When one 
congregant asked the police why they have been calling and harassing the members of the church, an officer reportedly 
responded, "You are worse than spies. You bring Kazakhs to Christ." 
 
7) Iran: Four Iranian Christians jailed for attending a "house church" have lost their judicial appeals. Mojtaba Seyyed Alaedin 
Hossein, Mohammad-Reza Partoei, Vahid Hakkani and Homayoun Shokouhi were each sentenced in June to three years 
and eight months in prison. Shokouhi’s wife, Fariba, and son, Nima, both received suspended sentences of two years’ 
imprisonment at the appeals-court hearing, which took place on Oct 12. in Shiraz. The six Christians were arrested in 
February 2012 during a raid on a house church. They were charged with spreading Christianity, disrupting national security, 
propaganda against the regime and contact with foreign agencies. This is the latest in a long line of prosecutions of 
Christians in Iran, with the most common charges being actions against public security and propaganda against the regime. 
 
8) South Sudan: After months of bulldozing or taking over church buildings on the pretext that they belong to South 
Sudanese who are no longer citizens of the country, authorities are aiding a Muslim businessman’s effort to take over 
church property in Khartoum North, sources said. Sudan’s police and security forces broke through the fence of Khartoum 
Bahri Evangelical Church this month, beat and arrested Christians in the compound and asserted parts of the property 
belonged to the Muslim investor accompanying them, sources said. As Muslims nearby shouted, “Allahu Akbar [Allah is 



greater],” plainclothes police and personnel from the National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) on Oct. 5 broke onto  
the property aboard a truck and two Land Cruisers. After beating several Christians who were in the compound, they 
arrested some of them as well as Pastor Dawood Fadul of the Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church (SPEC); they were 
all released later that day. 
 
B. Before you dismiss the accounts I just read as random or rare, you need to realize that all of these reports were 
published since we met here last Sunday. For many of our brothers & sisters, what I just read, is the normal 
Christian life. 
 
C. This past Thursday was Halloween, short for All Hallows' Eve, the eve of Hallowmas a.k.a. All Saints Day which 
was Friday. This was once the Memorial Day for all those who have died in Christ, especially honoring martyrs... I 
wish we would take this holiday back! In the Screwtape Letters C.S. Lewis says: "Above all else, the devil cannot 
stand to be mocked.” So let's get back to mocking him on Halloween! 
 
D. Hebrews 13:1-3 is our instruction regarding our persecuted family members... 
 
1) V3 "Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering." 
2) 1) In Hebrews 11 we have the Hall of Faith--those who had suffered for their faith--the accounts of some who 
suffered and were delivered, others who were tortured to death... Hebrews 12 then reminds us we are now in the 
arena, that Christ endured the horrible pain and shame of the cross for the joy set before Him, and we should 
embrace the examples of those who have gone before us. And today's text exhorts us, to not merely focus on our 
own suffering, but to selflessly remember those who are facing severe persecution, imprisonment, and death. 
3) And what is the best way to remember these? (Certainly now with mere passive thoughts of sympathy!) By 
praying! Prayers of humility and thanksgiving as their plights could be us. Prayers for God to strengthen these in 
persecuted places. And prayers for Him to intervene and bring about their deliverance.  
4) Does God care about those in prison for the sake of Christ? Psalm 102:18-21 (NIV) declares: "Let this be written 
for a future generation, that a people not yet created may praise the Lord: 'The Lord looked down from His 
sanctuary on high, from heaven He viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners and release those 
condemned to death.'” 
5) And how might we pray for these? Is there a Scripture we can all latch on to? Psalm 79:11 (ESV) "Let the groans 
of the prisoners come before You; according to your great power, preserve those doomed to die!" 
 
E. Churches used to bury their dead on their church grounds. Believers regularly strolled past the tombstones of 
the faithful who preceded them and were reminded of the brevity of their own lives and that they would one day 
transfer their memberships from the Church Militant to the Church Triumphant. It was a vivid reminder that one 
Day, 'Dem bones gonna rise again!' 
 
F. From The Westminster Confession, 1646: “The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but 
their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave 
them: the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where 
they behold the face of God, in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the 
wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great 
day. Beside these two places, for souls separated from their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none” 
 
G. There's a church in the Czech Republic filled with the skulls and bones of 30,000-70,000 believers. During the 
black plague, the cemetery became full so they dug up the graves to make room for new bodies. Several hundred 
years later a wood carver named František Rint was hired to use the bones to do a church makeover and so Rint 
artistically arranged the bones to make the Sedlec Ossuary, a.k.a. the Church of Bones, one of the most visited 
sites in all the Czech Republic. Can you imagine what Resurrection Day will be like in the church building?!  
 

II. Communion 
 
A. So what does any of this morbid talk of persecution, imprisonment, martyrdom, tombstones in the churchyard, 
and skulls decorating the chapel have to do with Communion? Everything! Paul to Philippi and to our brothers & 
sisters mistreated: "To live is Christ, to die is gain... For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him..." 
 
B. It was reported a couple weeks ago that 4 Iranian Christians were each given 80 lashes. Their crime? 
Communion wine! They took Communion together with Bread & Wine just like we're about to do... Today we take 
Communion with all these dear souls suffering for their faith and we count this as a privilege... 
 
C. You should know, Friday night, with this sermon pretty much finished, I visited the Baptist Press website. There I 
discovered that today, November 3rd, is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
 
D. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26... Pray and serve Communion... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franti%C5%A1ek_Rint


 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Hebrews 13:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing 
some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you 

were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 
 
Psalm 102:18-21 (NIV) 
18 Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created may praise the Lord: 19 “The Lord looked 
down from his sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, 20 to hear the groans of the prisoners and 

release those condemned to death.” 
 
Psalm 79:11 (ESV) 
11 Let the groans of the prisoners come before you; according to your great power, preserve those doomed to die! 

 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV) 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 

“Above all else, the devil cannot stand to be mocked.” 
- C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters. 

 
Quote from The Westminster Confession, 1646 

“The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having 
an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made 
perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God, in light and glory, 
waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in 
torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Beside these two places, for souls separated 
from their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none”  
- The Westminster Confession, (Chapter XXXII), 1646. 

 
 

Video Clips for Growing Believers 
 
Ryan Thogmartin & Joe Joachim - Forbes Magazine (Video + Article) 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/susannahbreslin/2013/10/31/meet-the-bros-of-the-death-care-industry/ 
 
Nobody Dies Early - Matt Chandler 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0osq6PSrMek 
 
The Church of Bones - The Czech Republic 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y258YjexWys 
 
Global Christians Facing Persecution - News Report 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNGrKBShGpg 
 
Christian Persecution in North Korea - Open Doors 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_trSJf7Zec 
 
Cremation or Burial? - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUmi3s2DADY 
 
Jesus Died For Your Selfish Ambition - Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRMWDqCGimw&list=PLACB41F59D1D08644 
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Bonus Stuff 
Quote by Martin Niemöller 

"First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out -- because I was not a Socialist. Then they came for the 
Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out -- because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I 
did not speak out -- because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me -- and there was no one left to speak for me."  
- Martin Niemöller, a German pastor who survived seven years in a Nazi concentration camp. 

 
Halloween - Etymology 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween 

"The word Halloween or Hallowe'en dates to about 1745 and is of Christian origin.The word "Halloween" means 
"hallowed evening" or "holy evening". It comes from a Scottish term for All Hallows' Eve (the evening before All 
Hallows' Day). In Scots, the word "eve" is even, and this is contracted to e'en or een. Over time, (All) Hallow(s) E(v)en 
evolved into Halloween. Although the phrase "All Hallows'" is found in Old English (ealra hālgena mæssedæg, mass-
day of all saints), "All Hallows' Eve" is itself not seen until 1556. 
 
9 of the Strangest Bone Churches of Europe 
By Jessica Spiegel 
http://www.bootsnall.com/articles/09-05/bone-churches-europe.html 

 
Check out the Skull Chapel in Czerma, Poland 
http://ivarfjeld.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/poland.jpg 
 
Check out the Sedlec Ossuary in the Czeck Republic 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedlec_Ossuary 
 
Check out the Skull Cathedral of Otranto in Italy 
http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/featured/skull-cathedral-otranto-bones-martyrs-adorn-walls/9100 
 
 

For Saeed Abedini's Wife & Family, Year-Long Imprisonment in Iran Takes Its Toll 
Grace Thornton, The Alabama Baptist - Thursday, October 24, 2013 
http://www.religiontoday.com/articles/saeed-abedini-wife-family-imprisonment-iran-takes-toll.html 

 
BOISE, Idaho (BP) -- "Be patient and endure." From an Iranian jail cell, Saeed Abedini penned those words in a letter to his 
daughter Rebekka for her seventh birthday this year. 
 
But as the American pastor marked a year in Iran's brutal Evin Prison with no hint of a coming release, "enduring" is taking a 
toll on wife and two children in Boise, Idaho. 
 
Rebekka and her brother Jacob, 5, know they're growing up without their father present to mark milestones or sing to them 
at bedtime. Abedini's wife Naghmeh -- who hates flying -- keeps an intense travel schedule speaking and lobbying for her 
husband's release, according to WORLD Magazine. 
 
To a degree, she's seeing some payoff. On the heels of President Obama expressing concern for Abedini during in a Sept. 
27 phone call with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, the European Parliament called on Iran's government Oct. 10 to 
release the pastor and seven other prisoners. Human rights lawyer Attieh Fard also addressed the issue of Iran's 
mistreatment of Christians at a Sept. 24 meeting of the United Nations Human Rights Council, urging Rouhani to release 42 
Iranian Christians in prison and 45 awaiting trial, according to World Watch Monitor, a religious liberty advocacy 
organization. 
 
"It is obvious that the Islamic government of Iran has taken actions to prevent access of both Christians and the public to 
Christian societies, to churches, to Christian literature and religion, despite the Christians' constitutional, national and 
international rights," Fard said. "Now that Iran has said it is committed to its international obligations, it should in fact start to 
take measures to protect these constitutional rights." 
 
Iran's constitution permits religious minorities to assemble, but at least 300 Christians have been arrested in recent years in 
Iran, according to World Watch Monitor. One of those was Iranian pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, who faced a death sentence 
for his faith. His lawyer, Mohammad Ali Dadkhah, also got handed a nine-year sentence he's currently serving alongside 
pastor Benham Irani, who has struggled with major health issues in prison. 
 
After a worldwide campaign for Nadarkhani's release, he was acquitted Sept. 8, 2012. He walked out of prison 18 days 
before Abedini was arrested in Iran while working on plans to start an orphanage with permission from the government. 
 
Now Abedini's wife is praying for a miracle similar to Nadarkhani's. 
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"We just celebrated -- or actually not celebrated, but did a prayer vigil for him on the one-year anniversary," she said during 
an Oct. 6 interview with National Public Radio. Though she quickly corrected her word choice, in some ways it was a somber 
celebration for the Abedinis -- their husband and father is still alive. 
 
Evin Prison "is like a death sentence," she said in an interview with The Pathway, newsjournal of the Missouri Baptist 
Convention. "It is surprising that he has survived this year." 
 
Abedini has been beaten and bled internally without medical care, and he was told by an interrogator that he would hang for 
his faith. To reinforce the message, police killed two other prisoners in front of him, according to WORLD Magazine. 
Naghmeh Abedini said her husband also has been forbidden to talk to her and their children for the duration of his eight-year 
sentence. 
 
As she works to get the kids to school and to bed through the days, weeks and months, she does so with only the 
occasional letter from her husband. But her faith stays strong. 
In September, she saw a direct answer to prayer when she encountered Rouhani in her hotel lobby in New York and was 
able to hand deliver a letter from her husband to one of the Iranian president's delegates. 
 
"I know that God is working and Saeed's imprisonment is not in vain," she told The Pathway. God has brought her 
opportunities to share the Gospel in unusual ways through her ordeal, she said. 
 
"In June, I spoke to the United Nations in Geneva," she told The Pathway. "I was able to share the Gospel to representatives 
of more than 100 countries. Each heard what I said in their language through their earpiece. I shared that Jesus is the only 
answer to real peace." 
 
In May, she shared the Gospel in Farsi live on the air in Iran during an interview. 
"I was able to speak about Jesus to 50 million Muslims," she said. "Our prayer is that God will use this ordeal to bring the 
Gospel to Muslims around the world through the working of the Holy Spirit. 
 
"Saeed also reported that more than 30 people have come to Christ in prison," she said, "so God is using this for the 
Kingdom and it is not in vain." 
 
It's not what the family would have expected, but all the opportunities are fleshing out the call Abedini heard when he 
surrendered to Jesus Christ at the age of 20 while living in Iran, his wife said. 
 
Saeed Abedini decided to turn from Islam after seeing a vision of Jesus, who "told Saeed that He's coming back soon and to 
go preach the Gospel," his wife told NPR. It doesn't come without a price -- for her husband and for other Christians around 
the world, she said. 
"More than 100,000 Christians are persecuted each year," she said. "Remember to pray for those imprisoned or tortured, 
but also remember to pray for their families. Be there for each other and be involved in what is going on in the world." 
 
Her hope is that growing international pressure will lead to the release of her husband. More than 626,000 people have 
signed a petition and nearly 170,000 have written a letter to Iran's president on Abedini's behalf. 
 
As she continues to travel speaking on her husband's behalf, she will make a stop at the Missouri Baptist Convention's 
annual meeting Oct. 29. Don Hinkle, editor of The Pathway, will interview her during the morning session. In mid-September, 
she addressed Liberty University’s fall convocation. 
 
For more information about the campaign to secure Abedini’s release, visit www.SaveSaeed.org. 

 
Grace Thornton is assistant editor of The Alabama Baptist, newsjournal of the Alabama Baptist Convention. 
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