
“WHAT'S ON YOUR BUCKET LIST?” 
 
I. Philippians 1:12-26 
 
A. These days it's not uncommon to hear someone talk about their Bucket List...  

   
1) A bucket list is typically a list of things someone wants to do or accomplish before they die, before they kick the 
bucket... Maybe you have one... 
2) One thing is for certain in this life, we are all going to die someday... 
3) What is less certain is how we will spend eternity... 
4) If you poll Americans, 80-90 percent consider themselves to be Christians but often times the lives of those 
professing such faith in Christ are not characterized by visible signs of repentance, obedience, and love... You tell 
me: A profession of faith that does not demonstrate a turning away from sin (repentance), a following after Christ in 

obedience, and the overarching manifestation of love--how substantive is that faith? (Illustration: The husband who 

does not forsake his old girlfriends, who isn't committed to his bride's highest good, who manifests no signs of 
love and affection--how authentic were the wedding vows he made at the altar?) 
5) "If my faith hasn't changed me, it hasn't saved me." - James MacDonald 

 
B. Philippians 1:12-26 Today we read about a man whose repentance was extreme, whose obedience was radical, 
and whose love for Christ and others ultimately cost him his life... Dare we call what we are about to read the 
Apostle Paul's bucket list? 

 
1) Paul's been imprisoned in Rome for his faith. The palace guard and his fellow inmates know he's there for the 
sake of Christ yet the Gospel is not held back...  
2) Paul's fellow believers, likewise imprisoned, are emboldened because of Paul's bold and courageous 
proclamation of the Good News... 
3) V21-24 "For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 

labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith."  
4) Those verses would make a pretty good bucket list for all of us... 

 
C. I wonder how many people actually view dying as gain?  We've had a lot of beloved people pass this year--many 
of your loved ones... Have you been able to view their passing as gain? 
 
D. Of course it must be said: 'If to live is not Christ, then there will be no gain in that person's death.'  Some view a 
profession of faith as a mere fire insurance policy but they possess no genuine faith (that which bears the fruit of 
repentance, obedience, and love...)  They live life here and now no differently than anyone else in this world.  They 

may be more repulsed by the notion of worship and fellowship than drawn to it.  The things the world has to offer 
remain far more appealing.  They want to keep themselves moral enough as to not show their true hearts, enough 
to keep their fire insurance policy valid.  As for the alternatives of heaven or hell, neither hold near as much appeal 
as life does in the here and now.  Just peak into such a man or woman's bucket list... 

 
E. For 2000 years now, evil wicked men & women (rich tax collectors, prostitutes, murderers and thieves, pagans of 
every stripe) have renounced their despicable ways and turned to Christ--banking on His sacrifice for their sins.  
Look at their bucket lists and they'd be akin to: "To live is Christ and to die is gain." 

 
F. Men like Paul and James, the brother of Jesus, who once opposed Christ and His followers, have likewise 
renounced their religious ways, spurned their own brand of righteousness to embrace Jesus' perfect righteousness 
and His quelling of God's wrath by His death on the cross.  Look at their bucket lists and you'll likely find: "To live 

is Christ and to die is gain." 
 
G. If your home was an outhouse, sitting on top of a toxic dump, surrounded by barbed wire and armed guards, all 
the while you were subjected to an evil tyrannical dictator bent on your destruction... And then your deliverance 
was secured by One who sacrificed Himself for your escape and purchased for you a mansion sitting on top of a 
mountain of diamonds, surrounded by loved ones and angels, in a realm of perfect, peace, joy and love, all the 
while ruled by that very same One who rescued you... What would compel you to ever look back?  Miss those 
outhouse magazines? Seriously?!!! 

 
H. But between the time you walked past the disarmed guards and the barbed confines of that putrid concentration 
camp to your newly purchased destination, what would be on your bucket list?  (Spend more time collecting 
debris?  Spend more time playing kick the can?  Waste more time laboring for that tyrannical ruler?)  OR Would 
your bucket list include the names of anyone you loved and cared about whom you desperately wanted to share in 
this very amazing escape?! 

  
I. Yes--the big question is- how does your bucket list read? 



 
1) Quotes by C.S. Lewis... 
2) Reprise Phil. 1:21-25... 

 
* Close with prayer... 

 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 
Philippians 1:12-26 (NIV) 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the 
gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in 
chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord 
and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, 
but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 
17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while 
I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or 
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through 
your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my 
deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that 
now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die 
is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus 
will abound on account of me. 
 
Three quotes by C.S. Lewis 
"If I discover within myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is 
that I was made for another world."   
 
"Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither." 
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity.   
 
“I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here. This is the land I have been looking for all my life, 
though I never knew it till now... Come further up, come further in!” 
- C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle. 

 

 
Video Clips for Growing Believers 
 
"Your Grace Finds Me" by Matt Redman (Thanks Doug Price!) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mqd8MoiCbcI&list=FLT5G7VFUynZMcoVHVDgIQfA 

 
Liberty University Convocation - John Piper's Message (Powerful!) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqddRLt2xJw (Preview)  

 
"To Live Is Christ" - Sovereign Grace Music 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PUm7lgHZ00 (Preview)   

 
"Build Your Kingdom Here" by Rend Collective Experiment  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbdJXKqVgtg (Preview)  

 
 

Bonus Stuff 
  
Quote by Matthew Henry 
"He whose head is in heaven need not fear to put his feet into the grave." 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis 
"Humans are amphibians — half spirit and half animal.... As spirits they belong to the eternal world, but as animals 
they inhabit time." 
- C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, Letter VIII. 
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Quote by Jonathan Edwards 
“Resolved, To endeavor to obtain for myself as much happiness in the other world as I possibly can, with all  the 
power, might, vigor, and vehemence, yea violence, I am capable of, or can bring myself to exert, in any way that be 
thought of.”   
- Jonathan Edwards (Resolution 22, Edwards’ Memoirs, in The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 1) 

 
Quote by Tim Keller on Religion vs the Gospel 
"Religion is: I obey, therefore I am accepted; the Gospel is: I am accepted through what Jesus Christ has done for 
me, therefore, I obey." 
 
Quote by Leonard Ravenhill 
"A sinning man stops praying, a praying man stops sinning" 
 
Quote by C.S. Lewis on the Danger of Love 
"To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be broken. If you 
want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully 
with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But 
in that casket--safe, dark, motionless, airless--it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 
impenetrable, irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, or at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation. The only place 
outside heaven where you will be perfectly safe from all the dangers of love is hell." 
 
G. Campbell Morgan on Love 
Joy is love's consciousness. 
Peace is love's confidence. 
Patience is love's habit. 
Kindness is love's vitality. 
Goodness is love's activity. 
Faithfulness is love's quantity. 
Meekness is love's tone. 
Temperance is love's victory.  
 
Quote by R.C. Sproul 
"How desperately sad is the fact that the church is known by schism, not unity; ignorance, not knowledge; and 
indecisiveness rather than maturity. How it must break God's heart to see us continue in such a poverty stricken 
condition in light of what He has done, stands ready to do, has the resources to accomplish, and has defined as our 
calling in Christ." 

 


