
“TWO FOOT WASHINGS" 
 

I. Luke 7:36-50 & John 13:1-17 

 
A. Today I want to talk about two foot washings...  
 
1) I know most of you probably wash your own feet; have you ever washed someone' else's feet? Perhaps your 
children or grandchildren when they were little? Maybe the feet of an elderly loved one who no longer could do so 
for themselves? 
2) Has someone ever washed your feet? In some churches foot washings happen as an ordinance just like 
Communion or Baptism... 
3) Though not recently, I've been a part of a few foot washings and they are very moving experiences, especially 
when you allow someone to wash your feet... 
 
B. Luke 7:36-50 Today's first foot washing takes place at the home of a Pharisee... 
 
1) While Jesus is reclining at his table, a sinful woman enters the home and begins washing Jesus' feet with her 
tears, drying them with her hair, and anointing them with perfume. The Pharisee is silently disturbed but Jesus 
reads his mail... 
2) Jesus asks the Pharisee about two men, one forgiven a debt worth a year and a half wages and another forgiven 
a debt worth a month and a half wages. Which debtor will love the forgiver of the debts the most? 
3) Jesus proceeds to show the Pharisee how well this sinful woman treated Jesus vs his poor treatment and the 
contrast is stark. (Perhaps they skipped dessert...) 
4) V47 "Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown." She was not 
forgiven because she washed Jesus' feet; God's forgiveness so overwhelmed her heart, this foot washing was her 
natural response. It was the fruit of her faith!  
 
B. Many "pray the prayer" or hit the altar but there is no genuine faith behind it... Others granted forgiveness and 
the gift of repentance and faith, respond with gestures of true faith that trump all words... This was true of this 
woman who washed Jesus' feet... 
 
C. John 13:1-17 Jesus washes His disciples' feet; the setting is the Last Supper... 
 
1) Just hours before His arrest, trial, and His crucifixion, Jesus fills a basin with water, wraps a towel around His 
waste, and washes the feet of the Twelve... 
2) Judas' plot to betray Jesus was already hatched but Jesus washed his feet... Peter, who would shortly deny 
Jesus 3 times, protested his foot washing at first until Jesus said: “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.” 
(Jesus is ultimately speaking of the washing of our sins away by His blood...) 
3) V14-17 "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them." 
 
D. Over the course of the past several months, our brothers & sisters in Christ around this area have been sowing 
very very generously towards us. This room is full of the evidence of their generosity. They have washed our feet 
with their tears and expensive perfume. They have done what Jesus did for the Twelve and I trust (I pray!) they are 
being blessed for what they have done... 
 
E. Tonight many of these same brothers & sisters will be here to worship with us. Tonight we will have the rare 
opportunity to stand shoulder to shoulder with them and lift up songs of thanksgiving and praise to our Lord. 
Tonight will be our night to wash their feet... This is our chance to welcome them with our hospitality, voice our 
gratitude, and express the love of our Lord in this place... 
 
* Close with Ephesians 4:4-6 and Prayer... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 

Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at 
the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so 
she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet 
his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the 

Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is 
touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 



something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed 
him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the 
debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you 

see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 
stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I 

tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves 
little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, 
“Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 
John 13:1-17 (NIV) 
1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that 
the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got 
up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into 
a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless 
I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was 
why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ 
and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell 

you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NIV) 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 
 

Video Clips for Growing Believers 
 
Are You Going To Wash My Feet? 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq3DDYVBYvk 

 
Wash My Feet by Onetimeblind 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m47pqJ6X9cU 

 
Love Keeps Its Eyes Open - Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUw8-VGq9wk 

 
Receive Jesus As Your What? - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_C08ntXoAQ 

 
What Does Jesus Save Us From? - Doug Wilson 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnptCZuiRQY 

 
Sustaining Marriage Love (John Piper, Tim Keller, & D.A. Carson) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZiM362HN-Y 

 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Centipede To His Doctor:  

Centipede to physician: "Doc, when my feet hurt, I hurt all over." 
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Why You Need Your Church Every Day 
by Pastor Daniel Darling 
http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/daniel-darling/why-you-need-your-church-every-day.html 

 
We live in an age when, increasingly, people are asking the question, "Do we need to gather on Sunday mornings for 
worship anymore?" It's a valid question. After all, isn't there a plethora of good sermon content online? Aren't there 
churches that actually offer online services? And isn't it possible to read your Bible, pray, and perhaps 
listen/watch/read a sermon at home? 
 
The truth is that you can experience some of what you get at church at home. You'll likely find a better message by 
listening to one of the popular preachers. You might be able to carve out more time to pray by staying at home. And 
you can even roll up your sleeves and get involved in works of service in your local community rather than going to 
church. You can even worship and sing in your shower. 
 
Yes, to all of those. And yet, this kind of attitude really misses the point when it comes to church. At church we do 
hear a message preached from a pastor. And we do pray and sing and serve. But that's not all church is about. There 
is more than simply what we "get out" of a Sunday morning. 
 
I call it body life. Some call it community. Regardless, you cannot replace that at home. You cannot get that at a 
conference. You cannot get that online. The truth is that God has wired us, created us, for community. And when God 
ordained the Church, calling out a special people for His name, you will notice that God didn't call a "person", but 
called a "people." Our American Western individualism causes us to skip right over the plural aspect of the Christian 
faith.  
 
In the Old Testament, God called out a people. In the New Testament, God called out a people. Read the Psalms, 
notice how often worship is spoken of us in a corporate context. Notice how often you find third person plural 
pronouns. It's the same in the New Testament. The commands, the calls to worship, the theology. It was delivered to 
a people, not to a person. 
 
Why is this? Because we grow best in community. When God's people are gathered from every nation, tribe and 
tongue, when people of diverse social standing and race and financial status are put together by the Holy Spirit, 
something wonderful and powerful happens. We change. We learn from each other. We become family. 
 
This is why it is so important to not simply be a token participant in your local church, but a full-on, all-in member. 
That means you attend as often as you physically can. That means you go to most of the events. Even the potlucks 
and the seemingly non-essential things. Why? Because you're part of a local body, part of a family. We are all 
sacrificing time, energy, passion, and the best of our lives for Christ. And, here's the big one, when God's people 
gather corporately every week to bow their heads and lift up their hands in worship, it says something. It's a powerful 
statement about who God is and who we are. It sends a loud message to our part of the world. Yes there is a God 
and yes we consider Him transcendent and holy and worthy of our deepest adoration. 
 
We miss something when we check in on Sunday and then check out right after the service. We miss when we stay 
home and watch it online. We miss something when do a lot of Christian, churchy type stuff, but don't actually attend 
church on Sunday. We miss the life of the body of Christ. 
 
Church isn't simply for self-improvement (e.g. I got nothing out of the message last week. I wish the music wasn't so 
loud. Did you see that kid in the third row who was making all that noise?). Church isn't just so I can change and be 
better at my job and my marriage and my golf game. It's body life. And if you're not all in, my friend, you're missing 
out. 
 
Daniel Darling is the Senior Pastor of Gages Lake Bible Church in the northwest suburbs of Chicago and is the author of several books, including his 
latest, iFaith. His work has been featured in evangelical publications such as Relevant Magazine, Focus on the Family, Marriage Partnership, Pray!, 
Relevant, In Touch with Dr. Charles Stanley. He has guest-posted on leading blogs such as Michael Hyatt, The Gospel Coalition, OnFaith (Washington 
Post), and others. He has been profiled by The Chicago Tribune. Daniel is a contributing writer to Zondervan’s Couples Devotional Bible. Publisher’s 
Weekly called his writing style “substantive and punchy.” Dan is a contributing writer to Christian Today‘s online magazine, Kyria as well as Lifeway’s 
men’s devotional, Stand Firm. He also maintains a blog at patheos.com, entitled, The Friday Five, where he interviews leading evangelicals. Dan’s 
columns appear weekly at Crosswalk.com and monthly for the local Lake County Journals. Dan has been interviewed on TV and radio outlets across 
the country, including Moody Broadcasting Network, Harvest Television, The Sandy Rios Show, American Family Radio, the Salem Radio Network, 
and a host of drive time radio stations across the country. Daniel has a bachelor’s degree in pastoral ministry from Dayspring Bible College. He 
traveled extensively to India and the Middle East. He and his wife, Angela, have three daughters and a son and reside in the northwest suburbs of 
Chicago 
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