
“THE TRUTH CAN SLAP US IN THE FACE” 

 
I. John 1:1-14 

 
A. Today is a sober day for us, a day we lay Everett Foltz to rest... 
 
1) I hope you all watch the wonderful video tribute... 
2) Our heart this afternoon will be to honor Everett and glorify our Lord... 
3) Today at his funeral, I will share Proverbs 27:5-6 (NCV): "It is better to correct someone openly than to have love 
and not show it. The slap of a friend can be trusted to help you, but the kisses of an enemy are nothing but lies." 
 
B. Proverbs 27:5-6 not only reminds me of Everett, it reminds me of Jesus... No one who ever walked the earth 
loved people more than Jesus did; and no one spoke the truth like He spoke it... 
1) Sometimes love drove Him to speak to people so forthrightly, they probably felt like they had been slapped in the 
face: Nicodemus, Rich Young Ruler, Peter. 
2) It didn't matter who you were, Jesus spoke the truth: Pharisees; Sadducees; Samaritans; Greeks & Romans; 
Herod; Pilate; Family members; and the Disciples... Think any of them ever felt slapped upside the head by Jesus' 
words? 
C. John 1:1-14 declares to us Who Jesus is. Because He is Who He is, He has the right to say whatever He wants. 
And whatever He says, trust me, it is the truth... 
 
1) "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
2) "Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made; in Him was life..." 
3) "But the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him." (One of the saddest sentences in the 
entire Bible!) 
4) "Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of 
God..." (One of the best Scriptures in all the Bible!) 
5) "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us." (He pitched His tent right in our campsite!) 
6) "We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." 
(Hebrew: Unfailing love and faithfulness) 
 
D. I heard R.C. Sproul on the radio talking about truth... I paraphrase: 
 
1) First of all there is The Truth. (The notion there's my truth and your truth is phony-baloney...) (Go ahead and say 
gravity doesn't exist, or rain, or sunlight...) 
2) Then there is our perception of the truth; that can very... (Hot or cold) 
3) Then there is how we feel about the truth emotionally... Our reaction to it. 
4) But our perceptions and feeling don't change- the truth... 
 
E. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but my me." (That's from John 14:6, 
spoken at the Last Supper...) 
 
1) Lord? Liar? or Lunatic? The notion that Jesus was actually telling the truth when He said that may indeed slap 
you in the face! Or maybe it punches you in the gut! Or better yet, maybe it cuts you to the quick! 
2) As Billy Graham used to say: "You can accept the truth, you can reject the truth, but you can't change the truth." 
3) We'll be held accountable for whatever we do with the truth given to us... 
 
F. The truth is, we were born under the wrath of God due to our sin... The truth is, despite that sin and God's wrath 
against us, He still loved us... The truth is, His holiness and righteousness, juxtaposed with our sinfulness, 
demanded justice... The truth is, His love for the likes of us--rebellious sinners and hostile enemies--prompted Him 
to send His One and Only Son (God the Son!) to come to earth, to live a perfect righteous life, to represent and 
express the very heart of God the Father, and to shamefully die on a cross for our sins... The truth is, Jesus 
absorbed the wrath of God that was meant for us... The truth is, He died, was buried, but on the third day He rose 
from the dead, demonstrating His sacrifice for us was found acceptable... The truth is, by faith in His blood shed for 
us, we have been justified, declared not guilty, reconciled, redeemed, adopted, and imputed with His righteous 
record and right standing before God the Father Almighty... The truth is, when His power delivers the reality of this 
Good News into your core being, new birth occurs, you are made alive, regenerated, transferred from the kingdom 
of darkness into the kingdom of Light. The truth is, the Holy Spirit (God the Spirit!) has come to dwell inside you... 
The truth is, you will live forevermore in the blissful presence of our glorious God! Why would anyone not 
surrender everything to embrace this truth with all their hearts! 
G. Last Sunday I closed with this statement: This building is a metaphor for the Gospel... We didn't deserve it. 
Didn't earn it. And we couldn't afford it. But this building was given to us as a free gift, a gift we had to receive in 
order to possess. Our salvation is the same. We did not deserve it; did not earn it; and could not afford it. Jesus, 
however, earned it for us; paid the price we could not afford; and gave us the gift of life forevermore...  
 



II. Communion 
 
A. The Bread & Cup likewise represent the Amazing Grace that has been lavished upon us through Jesus Christ 
our Lord... 
 
B. The Bread & Cup are emblematic of the Lord's broken body and shed blood... They were always meant to 
dramatize the reality of Jesus' sacrifice, never meant to usurp that reality. The rings on your fingers symbolically 
represent the covenant you have made with your spouse on your wedding day; the rings don't usurp the covenant 
vows you made before God on that day... 
 
C. May the truth of the Gospel be clearly revealed as we take the Bread & Cup! 
* Pray and serve Communion... 
 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 

John 1:1-14 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true 
light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
Proverbs 27:5-6 (NCV) 
5 It is better to correct someone openly than to have love and not show it. 6 The slap of a friend can be trusted to 

help you, but the kisses of an enemy are nothing but lies. 
 
John 14:6 (KJV) 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

 

Some Excellent Video Clips 
 
The Nature and the Meaning of The Lord's Supper - Alistair Begg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbtFCtqJGmk 

 
The Middle Road - Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILxlsN95e2w 

 
Goodness vs The Cross--Matt Chandler 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWgB8r_xhA0&feature=related 

 
Humility - Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5PHeZRauPk 

 
Belong To A Church - John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8EIN2syoTs 

 
Everett Foltz - Video Tribute 
http://videos.lifetributes.com/422646# 
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Bonus Stuff 
 

Jesus, Thank You 
Words and Music by Pat Sczebel 

 
The mystery of the cross I cannot comprehend, 
The agonies of Calvary. 
You the perfect Holy One, crushed Your Son, 
Who drank the bitter cup reserved for me. 
 
Your blood has washed away my sin. 
Jesus, thank You, 
The Father’s wrath completely satisfied, 
Jesus, thank You, 
Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table, 
Jesus, thank You 
 
By Your perfect sacrifice, I’ve been brought near, 
Your enemy You’ve made Your friend. 
Pouring out the riches of Your glorious grace, 
Your mercy and Your kindness know no end. 
 
Lover of my soul, 
I want to live for You. 
 
© 2003 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP)/Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP). 
 

 
Two Cups 
(Author Unknown) 
 

History has preserved for us two magnificent silver cups from the boggy marshes of Ireland. The first is known as the 
Gundestrup Cauldron and comes from a century or two before Christ, a the time when the Irish worshipped violent 
pagan gods. It is adorned with pictures of gods and warriors. One panel shows a gigantic cook-god holding squirming 
humans and dropping them into a vat of oil. These gods demand human sacrifice to appease their appetite. 
 
The second cup is called the Ardagh Chalice and comes from the seventh or eighth centuries after Christ, a time 
when the Irish had turned to Christianity. Like the first it is a work of magnificent craftsmanship, but the God it depicts 
is radically different. It has a simple but intricate patterning. But this is a cup of peace, designed to be used in 
communion. As the worshipper lifts it to her lips she is reminded that this God does not demand human sacrifice, but 
instead sacrifices himself for us. 
 
 
Want To See The Heating Plant? 

Five young college students were spending a Sunday in London, so they went to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon 
preach. While waiting for the doors to open, the students were greeted by a man who asked, "Gentlemen, let me 
show you around. Would you like to see the heating plant of this church?" They were not particularly interested, for it 
was a hot day in July. But they didn't want to offend the stranger, so they consented. The young men were taken 
down a stairway, a door was quietly opened, and their guide whispered, "This is our heating plant." Surprised, the 
students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a blessing on the service that was soon to begin in the auditorium 
above. Softly closing the door, the gentleman then introduced himself. It was none other than Charles Spurgeon. - Our 
Daily Bread.... 
 
 
SAND & STONE 
(Author Unknown) 

 
A story tells that two friends were walking through the desert. During some point of the journey they had an argument, 
and one friend slapped the other one in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, 
wrote in the sand: "TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SLAPPED ME IN THE FACE." 
 



They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped 
got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but the friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he 
wrote on a stone: "TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SAVED MY LIFE." 
 
The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him, "After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now, 
you write on a stone, why?" The other friend replied: "When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where 
winds of forgiveness can erase it away. But, when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone 
where no wind can ever erase it." 
 
 
Little Old Lady and Her Atheist Neighbor 

There was a little old lady who would come out every morning on the steps of her front porch, raise her arms to the 
sky and shout, "Praise the Lord!" 
Well, one day an atheist moved into the house next door. Over time, he became irritated at the little old lady. So 
every morning he would step out onto his front porch and yell after her, "There is no Lord!" 

 
Time passes with the two of them carrying on this way every day. Then one morning in the middle of winter, the little 
old lady stepped onto her front porch and shouted, "Praise the Lord! Lord, I have no food and I am starving. Please 
provide for me, oh Lord!" 

 
The next morning, she stepped onto her porch and there were two huge bags of groceries sitting there. "Praise the 
Lord!" she cried out. "He has provided groceries for me!" 
 
The atheist jumped out of the hedges and shouted, "There is no Lord. I bought those groceries!" 
 
The little old lady threw her arms into the air and shouted, "Praise the Lord! He has provided me with groceries and 
He made the devil pay for them!" 

 


