
“THE HIGH CALLING OF UNWORTHY SERVANTS” 
 

 
I. Luke 17:7-11 
 
 A. Today's text could be very challenging if taken out of context...  
  1) Years ago, some of us experienced the misapplication of this text... 
  2) Today I hope for us to reap the benefit of a proper exegesis... 
  3) Servanthood, as followers of Jesus in the Body of Christ, should indeed be embraced as a high 
calling, as joy and privilege vs drudgery and bondage... 
  4) Quote by Paul D. Moody... 

 
 B. Luke 17:7-10 must not be glossed over, dismissed, or allowed to be misapplied. 

  1) It is not saying that service is an entitlement due church leaders...  
  2) It is not condoning rude ingratitude by the recipient of service... 
  3) The servant or bondslave in this context should not be viewed as a slave would have been 
viewed in our pre-Civil War southern states. There's no Biblical support or affirmation for such an institution--
period! 
  4) What we should take from the text is this: God owes me absolutely nothing whereas I owe Him 
absolutely everything... (The rest of the sermon tells us why.) 

 
 C. When we consider our former enslavement to sin, the severity of our rebellion, the shear wrath we were 
under, the second death we all faced, the eternal punishment we were destined for, in light of our rescue, ransom, 
and redemption--and ultimately our adoption by God our Father--then the the term Saved sounds awesome and the 
position of bondservant is nothing less than glorious! Being a servant of the Lord is indeed a high calling! And 
Jesus most certainly taught us well what a servant looks like... 
  1) Luke 12:35-38 (Who do you think Jesus was referring to here?) 
  2) Matthew 20:25-28 (This occurred when James & John's mother asked for her sons to be 
granted places on the right and left of Jesus' throne...) 
  3) John 13:1-17 (This takes place at the Last Supper...) 

 
 D. So what about service in the Body of Christ? How do we view ourselves? 
  1) Cruise Ship vs Battleship... 
  2) Golden Corral or a Soup Kitchen? 
  3) As Customers or Employees? (Job description fine print at the bottom: "Other duties as 
assigned?") 

  
 E. Read: "This Is My Church" 

  1) These words are true for us at MCC... 
  2) They are also true for whatever church you are a member of... 
  3) I know a man who belongs to 2 churches; he serves them both faithfully.  
  4) I've heard of a couple who belong to 2 churches; they serve neither one.  
  5) Quote by Mennonite wheat-weaver, Carolyn Schultz... 

 
 F. So why is being an Unworthy Servant such a high calling? 
  1) Because if you don't belong to God you don't even get to be a servant... 
  2) And you certainly cannot earn your way into such a privileged position...  

  3) Jesus became a servant and gave Himself as a ransom to grant us the privilege of following in 
His footsteps... Therefore, by His gracious choosing, we GET to be servants! (Daily Prayer: "Oh Lord, how might I 
serve You and Your people this day?!") 

 
* Close with Poem by Robin McGregor and Prayer... 

 
 

Scriptures, Videos, & Bonus Stuff 
 

 
Luke 17:7-10 (NIV) 
7 “Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes 
in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself 
ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Would he thank the servant because 
he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” 
 



Luke 12:35-38 (ESV) 
35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 
for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or 
in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
 
Matthew 20:25-28 (NIV)  
25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
John 13:1-17 (NIV) 
1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 2 The evening 
meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus 
knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 
so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not 
realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, 
and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes 
and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell 
you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them." 
 
 
Quote by Paul D. Moody 
"The measure of a man is not the number of his servants, but the number of people whom he serves." 
 
This Is My Church 
Author Unknown 

 
This is my church 
It is composed of people just like me. 
It will be friendly if I am. 
It will do great work if I work. 
It will make generous gifts for many causes if I am generous. 
It will bring others into fellowship if I bring them. 
Its seats will be filled if I fill them. 
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of faith and service if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these. 
Therefore, with God’s help, I dedicate myself to the task of being all these things I want my church to be. 
 
 
Quote by Carolyn Schultz (Mennonite wheat weaver) 
"In the kingdom of God there are no score sheets. Menial tasks rank as high as glamorous ones. Things are 
measured by the spiritual way in which they are done." 
 
 
Put A World In My Heart, Lord Jesus  
By Robin McGregor 

 
Put a world in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
Give me eyes to see it with care. 
Give me hands that will offer the fruit of my work. 
Give me feet that will go anywhere. 



Put a world in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
Give me lips to tell the Good News.  
Give me the will for the denial of self 
And the courage to do as You choose. 
- Robin McGregor, Evangel, May 1977, p.27. 

 
 

Some Great Video Clips 
 
Serving is Awesome--Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9SjyiFsqPk 
 
The Church--A Cruise Ship or A Battleship? 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIUaa1P5fTY 
 
Be Less Selfish--John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Idg8o2SMCYA 
 
The Cross (The Damage of Silence Excerpt) by Matt Chandler 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvqfpPj9Ypg 
 
Get Service (From Sermonspice) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfeXxkbgCVE 
 
Servant's Heart--Tim Hawkins :-) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDQSnqp08fo 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Doulos and Diakonos 
"Servant" in our English New Testament usually represents the Greek doulos (bondslave). Sometimes it means 
diakonos (deacon or minister); this is strictly accurate, for doulos and diakonos are synonyms. Both words denote a 
man who is not at his own disposal, but is his master's purchased property. Bought to serve his master's needs, to be 
at his beck and call every moment, the slave's sole business is to do as he is told. Christian service therefore means, 
first and foremost, living out a slave relationship to one's Savior (1 Corinthians. 6:19-20). 
 
What work does Christ set his servants to do? The way that they serve him, he tells them, is by becoming the slaves 
of their fellow-servants and being willing to do literally anything, however costly, irksome, or undignified, in order to 
help them. This is what love means, as he himself showed at the Last supper when he played the slave's part and 
washed the disciples' feet. 
 
When the New Testament speaks of ministering to the saints, it means not primarily preaching to them but devoting 
time, trouble, and substance to giving them all the practical help possible. The essence of Christian service is loyalty 
to the king expressing itself in care for his servants (Matthew 25:31-46). 
 
Only the Holy Spirit can create in us the kind of love toward our Savior that will overflow in imaginative sympathy and 
practical helpfulness towards his people. Unless the spirit is training us in love, we are not fit persons to go to college 
or a training class to learn the know-how or particular branches of Christian work. Gifted leaders who are self-
centered and loveless are a blight to the church rather than a blessing.  
    - James Packer, Your Father Loves You, Harold Shaw Publishers, 1986. 

 
 

A Man With A Servant's Heart 
A large group of European pastors came to one of D. L. Moody’s Northfield Bible Conferences in Massachusetts in 
the late 1800s. Following the European custom of the time, each guest put his shoes outside his room to be cleaned 
by the hall servants overnight. But of course this was America and there were no hall servants. 
 
Walking the dormitory halls that night, Moody saw the shoes and determined not to embarrass his brothers. He 
mentioned the need to some ministerial students who were there, but met with only silence or pious excuses. Moody 
returned to the dorm, gathered up the shoes, and, alone in his room, the world’s only famous evangelist began to 
clean and polish the shoes. Only the unexpected arrival of a friend in the midst of the work revealed the secret. 

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253Dm9SjyiFsqPk
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DHIUaa1P5fTY
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DIdg8o2SMCYA
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DPvqfpPj9Ypg
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DLfeXxkbgCVE
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DUDQSnqp08fo


 
When the foreign visitors opened their doors the next morning, their shoes were shined. They never know by whom. 
Moody told no one, but his friend told a few people, and during the rest of the conference, different men volunteered 
to shine the shoes in secret. Perhaps the episode is a vital insight into why God used D. L. Moody as He did. He was 
a man with a servant’s heart and that was the basis of his true greatness. 
- Gary Inrig, A Call to Excellence, (Victor Books, a division of SP Publ., Wheaton, Ill; 1985), p. 98. 

 
 
The Roman Aqueduct at Segovia  
Unamuno, the Spanish philosopher, tells about the Roman aqueduct at Segovia, in his native Spain. It was built in 
109 A.D. For eighteen hundred years, it carried cool water from the mountains to the hot and thirsty city. Nearly sixty 
generations of men drank from its flow. Then came another generation, a recent one, who said, "This aqueduct is so 
great a marvel that it ought to be preserved for our children, as a museum piece. We shall relieve it of its centuries-
long labor." 
 
They did; they laid modern iron pipes. They gave the ancient bricks and mortar a reverent rest. And the aqueduct 
began to fall apart. The sun beating on the dry mortar caused it to crumble. The bricks and stone sagged and 
threatened to fall. What ages of service could not destroy idleness disintegrated. - Resource, Sept./ Oct., 1992, p. 4. 

 
 

Self-Righteous Service vs True Service 
By Richard Foster 

 
Self-righteous service comes through human effort. True service comes from a relationship with the divine Other 
deep inside. 
 
Self-righteous service is impressed with the "big deal." True service finds it almost impossible to distinguish the small 
from the large service. 
 
Self-righteous service requires external rewards. True service rests contented in hiddenness. 
 
Self-righteous service is highly concerned about results. True service is free of the need to calculate results. 
 
Self-righteous service picks and chooses whom to serve. True service is indiscriminate in its ministry. 
 
Self-righteous service is affected by moods and whims. True service ministers simply and faithfully because there is a 
need. 
 
Self-righteous service is temporary. True service is a life-style. 
 
Self-righteous service is without sensitivity. It insists on meeting the need even when to do so would be destructive. 
True service can withhold the service as freely as perform it.  
 
Self-righteous service fractures community. True service, on the other hand, builds community. 
    - Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, "The Discipline of Service." 

 
 

On Adversity 
More than 2,000 years ago, a young Greek artist named Timanthes studied under a respected tutor. After several 
years, the teacher's efforts seemed to have paid off when Timanthes painted an exquisite work of art. Unfortunately, 
he became so enraptured with the painting that he spent days gazing at it. One morning when he arrived to admire 
his work, he was shocked to find it blotted out with paint. Angry, Timanthes ran to his teacher, who admitted he had 
destroyed the painting. "I did it for your own good. That painting was retarding your progress." Timanthes took his 
teacher's advice and produced Sacrifice of Iphigenia, which is regarded as one of the finest paintings of antiquity.  
 
Adversity in life is God's way of refining and beautifying our lives in His image. He is the Master Artist who constantly 
shapes the way He wants us to be. If you haven't been walking with God, He still loves you and wants you back. It is 
never too late for God to refinish the colors of your heart. If you are walking with God, take comfort because He 
promises to love you unconditionally. - Turning Point Daily Devotional, 11/19/03 

 


