
“THE ONE WITH THE KEYS” 
 

I. Revelation 1:9-18 
 

A. With the Mayans predicting the end of the world on December 21st, I thought we would squeeze in a 
message from the book of Revelation today... 
1) Many of you are trying to get all your shopping done before the 21st while others of you aren’t even bothering to 
put up the tree... 
2) Like I mentioned last week, the little red wreath is burning bright...  

B. On this first Sunday of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord, it’s important 
that we understand just Who He is... 
1) Colossians 1:15-20 tells us about Jesus in His pre-incarnate glory...  
2) But then we know He was born of the virgin Mary and laid in a Bethlehem feeding trough, in a borrowed stable, 

as there was no room in the inn...  
3) We know He grew up as a carpenter in Nazareth of Galilee... 
4) We know that His earthly ministry began when He was about 30, that He had 12 hand-picked disciples, one who 
would eventually betray Him... 
5) We know that He did many miracles, that He taught with parables, that Jewish leaders despised Him and 
conspired to have Him arrested and crucified... 
6) We know He was condemned to suffer on a cross by Pontius Pilate, that He shed His blood to make us His own, 
that He died and was buried... 

7) We know He rose up from the dead, ascended into heaven, sits on the right hand of God the Father, and one day 
He’ll return to judge the quick & dead... 
 

C. Rev. 1:9-18 we get a glimpse of Jesus now and it’s fearfully awesome! 
1) John, on the penal island of Patmos, receives this revelation...  
2) Jesus dictates letters to 7 churches to John. (They are for us too!)  
3) Jesus is not described wearing swaddling clothes, or a poor man’s tunic, or with a blood stained garment but 
rather: ‘One like the Son of Man... with a long robe with a golden sash... With hair white like wool-white as snow... 

with eyes like blazing fire... with feet like bronze glowing in a furnace... with a voice like the sound of roaring 
waters... with a double edged sword coming out of His mouth... His face was shining in all its brilliance...’  (Yes--this 
is the same Jesus that John walked with, ate fish with, argued with his brothers in front of, whose mother he cared 
for.) 
 

D. Jesus’ letters are to 7 churches suffering great trials & afflictions. Many of these would not be delivered; 
many of these would die for their faith... John’s imprisoned fate was not clearly known... But Jesus declares 
four powerfully encouraging phrases that should ignite a blaze of courage in all of our hearts...  
1) Do not be afraid! (Please hear that in your present circumstances...)  

2) I am the First and the Last! (Jesus is in absolute control. He’s the One who spoke all things into existence; He’ll 
have the final say on everything...) 
3) I am the Living One! (Risen, ascended, reigning--and forevermore!) 
4) I hold the keys of Death & Hades. Rev. 20:14-15... (This should cause either tremendous comfort or great fear and 
trembling... Remember, satan is not the one who casts people into hell nor will he rule over it--no--that would be 
Jesus!) “When satan reminds you of your past, remind him of his future.” 

 
 
II. Communion 
A. When you take the Bread & Cup, take heart with Whom you commune... 
1) As we gather to gather in His name, it is this Jesus in our midst... 
2) We commune with Him whose blood was shed but who now reigns... 
3) “From The Squalor of a Borrowed Stable” Prayer & Communion... 

 

From The Squalor of a Borrowed Stable (Immanuel) 
By Stuart Townend 

 
From the squalor of a borrowed stable, 
By the Spirit and a virgin's faith; 
To the anguish and the shame of scandal, 
Came the Saviour of the human race! 
But the skies were filled, with the praise of heav'n, 
Shepherds listen as the angels tell 
Of the Gift of God, come down to man 
At the dawning of Immanuel 
 



King of heaven, now the Friend of sinners, 
Humble servant in the Father's hands, 
Filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 
Filled with mercy for the broken man. 
Yes he walked my road, and He felt my pain, 
Joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
Yet His righteous steps, give me hope again - 
I will follow my Immanuel! 
 
Through the kisses of a friend's betrayal, 
He was lifted on a cruel cross; 
He was punished for a world's transgressions, 
He was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath, He fights for me, 
Loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 
And with a shout, our souls are free - 
Death defeated by Immanuel! 
 
Now He's standing in the place of honour, 
Crowned with glory on the highest throne, 
Interceding for His own beloved 
Till His Father calls to bring them home! 
Then the skies will part, as the trumpet sounds, 
Hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
But the Bride will run, to her Lover's arms, 
Giving glory to Immanuel! 
 
- Stuart Townend, 1999 Thankyou Music 

 
 

Scriptures & Videos  
 
"From the Squalor of a Borrowed Stable (Immanuel)” by Stuart Townend 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YksTeR61O1I&feature=related 
 
"What Child Is This" Hyper Pixels Media 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B19kMYKF8No&NR=1 
 
Jesus Is Enough--Matt Chandler--Sermon Jam 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMaROt8HAXg 
 
"I Will Rise" by Chris Tomlin (Thanks Doug Price!) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bms0ZiM_KG0 
 
The Jesus in Revelation & The Jesus in The Gospels --John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MBicmiMok8 
 
The Seven--Reactions to Jesus in Revelation--Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sXLYqtrZhk 
 
7 Churches of Revelation--Early Christians Joe Stowell & Mark Fairchild 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qj7j13PiB0 
 
Tim Hawkins On National Anthems (Hilarious!) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Pb80dbVUKM 
 
“Nope” Duck Dynasty’s Phil Roberton on Technology :-) lol 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqtIKg1uZNY 
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Revelation 1:9-18 (NIV) 
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, 
was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in 
the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send 
it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 12 I turned 
around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among 
the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash 
around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand 
he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all 
its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do 
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! 
And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
 
Revelation 20:14-15 (ESV) 
14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if 
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Quote from Charles H. Spurgeon 
"The gospel is preached in the ears of all; it only comes with power to some. The power that is in the gospel does not 
lie in the eloquence of the preacher; otherwise men would be converters of souls. Nor does it lie in the preacher's 
learning; otherwise it would consist in the wisdom of men. We might preach till our tongues rotted, till we should 
exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be converted unless there were mysterious power going with it--the 
Holy Ghost changing the will of man. O Sirs! We might as well preach to stone walls as to preach to humanity unless 
the Holy Ghost be with the Word, to give it power to convert the soul." 
 
 
Quote by John Piper 
"The keys of death were hung on the inside of Christ’s tomb. From the outside, Christ could do many wonderful 
works, including raising a twelve-year-old girl and two men from the dead--only to die again (Mark 5:41–42; Luke 
7:14–15; John 11:43–44). If any were to be raised from the dead, never to die again, Christ would have to die for 
them, enter the tomb, take the keys, and unlock the door of death from the inside."  
 
 
John, the Beloved 
By R.C. Sproul / Revelation 1:9-20 

“He laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades’”(Rev. 1:17b–18). 
 
John, the beloved disciple and author of the fourth gospel, was probably the youngest apostle as well as the only one 
of the twelve who did not die a martyr’s death. However, this does not mean he escaped all persecution. Near the 
end of his life, he was exiled to the isle of Patmos for his witness to the truth of the Gospel (Rev. 1:9). 
 
While in exile, John had a direct vision of Jesus, and this meeting is described in the book of Revelation. This final 
book of the Bible has provoked much discussion, but our concern today is not to examine eschatology (the study of 
last things). Our focus instead will be on the picture of the exalted Christ revealed in today’s passage. 
 
Having introduced his situation at the time of writing, John tells us that he was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” (v. 10). 
This is a reference to some kind of mystical experience John had on the first day of the week, for from the time of 
Jesus’ resurrection the early church met on that day as a commemoration. While reflecting in the Spirit on his 
communion with Christ and His people, John hears a voice and turns to see who it is. On a throne is seated one like 
a “son of man,” revealing Himself in resplendent glory (vv. 11–13). 
 
The speaker is Jesus, who used “son of man” more than any other self-designation. The background for this title is 
Daniel 7:13–14 where one “like a son of man” is given all rule and authority. John’s vision confirms that Jesus is the 
living Lord of all creation. 
 
Like Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days--the Lord God Almighty--our Savior also has hair like wool, pure and white 
(Dan. 7:9; Rev. 1:14). White hair is a metaphor depicting the age, honor, and wisdom of Jesus, while His flaming 



eyes represent His penetrating vision. His divine judgment, which inevitably comes to pass, is symbolized in His feet 
of bronze, and His sovereign power is demonstrated in His thundering voice of rushing water (Rev. 1:15). 
 
The Son of Man is Lord even over death and hell, for not even the grave could hold Him (v. 18). All John can do is 
cast himself at Jesus’ feet in humble worship, for such must be the response of all who meet the Lord of the universe 
face-to-face. 
 
Coram Deo 
A face-to-face vision of the Lord is not given to most of His people this side of glory. Yet all of us will one day 
regularly encounter Him in worship on the new earth. When we come into His presence, we will fall at the feet of the 
One who holds the keys to Death and Hades. Cast yourself at His feet in worship today. Tell another who does not 
love Jesus that He is Savior and Lord and that he is called to put away idols and worship Him as king and living 
Savior. 
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