
“THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE” 
 
 

I. 1 Peter 2:22-25 
A. Christmas trees are really big this time of year. ;-) 
1) I learned a couple weeks ago they came to us via German Lutherans.  
2) Christmas trees come in a gazillion different varieties... (Herb Fields) 
3) As a kid I’d put my head under the tree to look up thru the branches...  
4) In KY, people cut down cedar trees that grow wild... (My experience)  
5) Artificial ones come in all colors... Live ones can be planted... Dead ones can be run thru chippers or dumped in 
the woods for critter shelters... 

B. The Greek word for tree is xulon (zoo-lon): also timber, stocks, posts... 
1) Trees are featured throughout the Scriptures. (Tree of Life; tree of good & evil; Noah’s ark made of gopher wood; 

angels, prophets and kings met under the shade of trees... The festival of booths-made of olive wood and covered 
with palm branches... The Olive tree is the symbol of Israel... Famous cedars of Lebanon; Absalom got caught in a 
tree; Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree, palm branches were waved when Jesus rode into Jerusalem; Jesus 
cursed a fig tree; Judas hung himself on a tree; Deut, 21:22 says, “cursed is anyone who is hung on a tree.”  
2) Gal. 3:13-14... (Gen. 3 vs Gal. the tale of two trees and two curses...) 
 

C. 1 Peter 2:22-25 is really about the first Christmas Tree--the Cross...  
1) That tree was ornamented with God the Son, our Savior & Lord... 

2) It was made red from His blood... Ultimately it became the true Tree of Life for those of us who believe. Evergreen 
is a valid symbol for forevermore... 
3) When compared, all other Christmas trees matter little...  
 

D. Isaiah 53:1-7 tells us what was achieved on that first Christmas Tree... 
1) God the Son was despised and rejected by men...  
2) Our Savior became a man of sorrows, horribly familiar with suffering.  
3) Upon that xulon our Lord bore our infirmities and our sorrows... 
4) While He suffered and bled, men believed He was getting what He deserved but instead He was enduring the 

punishment each of us deserved... 
5) 700 years before He was born, Isaiah saw Jesus pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities. His 
punishment established peace between us and God and by His wounds we were healed; Jesus is the cure! (“Every 
miracle Jesus performed was a sacrament of forgiveness...”) 
6) The Lamb of God, even the Lion of Judah, quietly, willingly, and full of love, allowed Himself to be nailed to this 
heinous tree in order to make us His own... 
 

D. Please know, I’m not trying to make Christmas seem gruesome; I’m just trying to peel away all the devil’s 
layers of glitz, glitter, superstitions, camouflage, commercialism, and deceitful distractions, because such 
things are rampant... 
1) When you see the manger, I urge you to see the cross... 
2) When you see the stable, I urge you to see Calvary...  
3) When you see angels, shepherds, and Magi magnifying and adoring Him, also hear the cries and demands to 
crucify Him; for that is why He came, this was His mission, and when He said “ it is finished”, it truly was! 
 

E. I want your Christmases to be merry and bright because you have received the eternal joy of knowing 
Christ and Him crucified, risen, and reigning...  
1) Perhaps you will never see a Christmas tree the same way again...  
2) But perhaps you will see Christmas this year in a whole new light! 
3) Lyrics to, “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” by Isaac Watts...  
4) Close with prayer... 

 
 

Scriptures, Videos, and Bonus Stuff  
 
“The Cross is My Christmas Tree” by Byron Hill 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15rjBGrbZic 
 
Pastor Gill Rugh Explains Christmas 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DvW5H3ve4s 
 
"Oh Tannenbaum" by Carreras, Domingo, & Pavarotti  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrFqDzPPGE8 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15rjBGrbZic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DvW5H3ve4s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrFqDzPPGE8


The Real Christmas Story in 4 Minutes--John MacArthur 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kpeCvmUd87c 
 
What Is Incarnation? by Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15QTOAcJfoM 
 
"O Tannenbaum" - Peanuts and the Vince Guaraldi Trio 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kw6h4mZO1oU 
 
Christmas Puppy by Tim Hawkins 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA6zdtjgNDA 
 
 
1 Peter 2:22-25 (NIV) 
22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls. 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 
 
Isaiah 53:1-7 (NIV) 
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like 
a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up 
our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he 
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth. 
 
 
When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
Lyrics by Isaac Watts - 1707, Music by Lowell Mason - 1824 

 
Based upon Galatians 6:14 which says: “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (NIV) 

 
When I survey the wondrous cross  
On which the Prince of Glory died;  
My richest gain I count but loss,  
And pour contempt on all my pride.  
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
Save in the death of Christ, my God;  
All the vain things that charm me most,  
I sacrifice them to his blood.  
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  
Sorrow and love flow mingled down.  
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown.  
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
That were an offering far too small;  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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Bonus Stuff 
 
Acts 5:30-32 (NIV) 
30 “The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God 
exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to 
Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
Acts 10:39-42 (NIV) 
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging 
him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen 
by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed 
as judge of the living and the dead.” 
 
Acts 13:26-31 (NIV) 
26 “Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been 
sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the 
words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, 
they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him 
down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen 
by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people.” 
 
 
The Cross is God's Christmas Tree 
Sermon Excerpt by Dr. J. Vernon McGee 

 
What is the origin of the modern Christmas tree? This question arises regularly with each return of the holiday season 
and just as regularly disappears into the silence of uncertainty at the close of the Christmas festivities. While there is 
no answer of a definite nature, one thing is sure: It has no biblical basis. How the decorated tree found its way into 
the Christmas celebration is a question which has no categorical conclusion whatsoever.  
 
There are those who connect it with the Saturnalia of the ancient Romans and their use of evergreens over the door 
during the days of that pagan festival, a festival bitterly denounced by the early church. Tertullian wrote extensively 
against it. 
 
Some find the origin of the Christmas tree among the Druids who were tree worshipers. And, if your ancestors came 
from northern Europe, as did mine, I suppose there were Druids among them. Still others find the origin of this 
custom in the superstition of a corrupt church, but the facts available do not seem to warrant such a conclusion. 
There is no scriptural basis, and thus far there seems to be no historical basis upon which the use of this merriest of 
Christmas ornaments rests. 
 
William Muir Auld refers to the fact that Virgil casually alluded to a Roman custom of placing images on evergreens at 
certain times of the year. George Jacob, an Arabian geographer of the tenth century, related a legend about the night 
Christ was born in which the forest, despite ice and snow, burst into bloom. However, the first mention of the 
Christmas tree was made by an unknown citizen in Strassburg in 1604: "At Christmas they set up fir trees in the 
parlours in Strassburg and hang thereon roses cut out of many-colored paper, etc." (A. Tille, Yule and Christmas). 
The whole idea is doubtless of German origin and probably began in Protestantism. Some attribute its birth to Martin 
Luther, but in no way can this be substantiated. Dr. Johann Dannhauer of Germany made this interesting observation 
many years ago: "Whence comes the custom I know not. It is child's play. Far better were it to point the children to 
the spiritual cedar tree, Jesus Christ." 
 
Actually the important consideration for us is not the origin of the Christmas tree but the present paganism which 
attends its use and the crass materialism which has been brought to surround it even in Christian homes and 
celebrations. 
 
In spite of all this, God has His Christmas tree. It is not as pretty as the department store tree, I grant you. It is not 
filled with baubles of color and tinsel, nor is it bright with trinkets and lights. But God does have a Christmas tree - it is 
the cross of Christ! In fact, the proper name for the cross is tree. You will remember that the early church spoke of it 
this way. In one of the first great sermons ever given in the church we find, "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree...” (Acts 5:30). And Peter in his first epistle writes: “Who his own self bore our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye 
were healed.” (1 Peter 2:24) 


