
“POST ELECTION RUMINATIONS” 
 

I. Psalm 146 
 

A. Psalm 146 should be a good post election word for all of us this morning... 
1) :-) Two politicians arguing about prayer... 
2) This Psalm is as alive today as when it was first written...  

 
B. I want to encourage us with four very important truths today... 
1) God & His Word have not changed. Psalm 119:89; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33; 1 Peter 1:23-25... (God is immutable 
and His Word is too!) 
2) Jesus has not tumbled off His throne. Heb. 13:8; He even dictated important letters to seven churches through 

John and that was after His ascension... 
3) Our citizenship is not here. Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Heb. 13:14... 
4) Our mandate as believers hasn’t changed. Matt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16.  
 

C. Consider Christians in the following countries... 
1) Venezuela where Hugo Chavez is president...  
2) China where Hu Jintao still declares house churches illegal...  
3) Russia where Vladimir Putin is back in power... Planning to deploy nuclear submarines off the U. S. coast as they 
did during the cold war... 

4) Syria where Bashar al-Assad remains in power despite the fact he has slaughtered 35,000 of his own people in 
the last year or so... 
5) North Korea under Kim Jong-un where 70,000+ live in prison camps... 
6) Iran where Pres. Ahmadinejad is seeking the bomb, has threatened Israel’s annihilation, and is building long 
range missiles that can reach U.S. soil... 
7) In roughly a hundred nations Christians are suffering persecution... 
 

D. These 4 things are true for our brothers & sisters there... 
1) God & His Word have not changed...  
2) Jesus still occupies His throne... 
3) Our fellow believers have citizenship in heaven just like us... 
4) Their mandate as believers is the same as ours... 
 

E. 1 Timothy 2:1-6 & 1 Peter 2:13-15 written as Nero was emperor of Rome... 
1) Nero would eventually execute the authors of the words we just read--beheading Paul and crucifying Peter 
upside down.... 
2) He crucified believers and then lit them on fire... (Roman Candles) 
3) He would eventually torch Rome and blame it on those who were interceding on his behalf... And yet who will 
have the better resurrection? 

 

F. Abraham was looking for a city whose Architect & Builder was God... 
1) While we know that special city is not Rome, Caracas, Beijing, Moscow, Damascus, Pyongyang, or Tehran; 
neither is it old Jerusalem or Wash. D. C. 
2) It’s New Jerusalem. It will eventually be here. Jesus is already there preparing a place for us to dwell... Meanwhile 
our King is on His throne and we have a mission to accomplish... There have been no setbacks... God’s timetable 

for all things remains unaltered... Your standing with Him is unchanged... Your destination is still set in stone... 
Your eternity is absolutely and completely secure in God! 
3) Close in Prayer... 

 
 

"Heaven Song" by Phil Wickham 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U-hOMunpWo 
 
Risk, Suffer, Sacrifice--John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFpqDCsFBV0 
 
Christless Christianity--Michael Horton 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ReJr_Z1GQY  
 
How To Apologize--James MacDonald 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOUFsNFCLtM 
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Texting God--Francis Chan 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk6ic90nLLY 
 
Pastors and Formal Education--John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc4hIXkKlFA&feature=fvsr 
 
What Is Modalism?--60 Second Theology 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbdJcqz1cWQ 
 
Life Vest Inside - Kindness Boomerang - "One Day" 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU 
 
My Awakening - Nov 30th Berean Baptist in Mansfield (Thanks Nicole) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgHj5QBc9rI&feature=youtu.be 
 
 
Psalm 146 (NIV) 
1 Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 2 I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long 
as I live. 3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot save. 4 When their spirit departs, they return to 
the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing. 5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 
hope is in the Lord his God, 6 the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them--the Lord, who 
remains faithful forever. 7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets 
prisoners free, 8 the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the 
righteous. 9 The Lord watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of 
the wicked. 10 The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord. 
 
Psalm 119:89 (ESV) 
89 Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
 
Mark 13:31 (NIV) 
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
 
Luke 21:33 (NIV) 
33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
 
1 Peter 1:23-25 (NIV) 
23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of 
God. 24 For, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers 
fall, 25 but the word of the Lord stands forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you. 
 
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 (NIV) 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like 
his glorious body. 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 (Phillips) 
20 But we are citizens of Heaven; our outlook goes beyond this world to the hopeful expectation of the saviour who 
will come from Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will re-make these wretched bodies of ours to resemble his own 
glorious body, by that power of his which makes him the master of everything that is. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 
Hebrews 13:14 (NIV) 
14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk6ic90nLLY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc4hIXkKlFA&feature=fvsr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbdJcqz1cWQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgHj5QBc9rI&feature=youtu.be


Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 
Mark 16:15-16 (NIV) 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-6 (NIV) 
1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 2 for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and 
pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men--
the testimony given in its proper time. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-15 (ESV) 
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to 
governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, 
that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 
 
 

Bonus Stuff 
 
Quote by J.I. Packer 
“Where is the sense of distance and difference, then, between believers in Bible time and ourselves? It is excluded. 
On what grounds? On the grounds that God does not change. Fellowship with Him, trust in His word, living by faith, 
‘standing on the promises of God’, are essentially the same realities for us today as they were for Old and New 
Testament believers. This thought brings comfort as we enter into the perplexities of each day: amid all the changes 
and uncertainties of life in a nuclear age, God and His Christ remain the same--almighty to save. But the thought 
brings a searching challenge too. If our God is the same as the God of New Testament believers, how can we justify 
ourselves in resting content with an experience of communion with Him, and a level of Christian conduct, that falls so 
far below theirs? If God is the same, this is not an issue that any one of us can evade.” 
- J. I. Packer, Knowing God 
 
 

Democrat - Republican Prayer Bet 
A Democrat senator and a Republican senator were arguing back and forth. The Dem challenged the Republican, "If 
you’re so religious, let's hear you quote the Lord's Prayer. Ten bucks says you can’t do it!” The Republican piously 
bowed his head and began: "Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I 
wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.” The Democrat shook his head, pulled ten bucks from his wallet and threw it at 
his colleague, "I didn't think you could do it!" 
 
 
Two Friends On Election Day 
Two friends are discussing politics on Election Day, each trying to no avail to convince the other to switch sides. 
Finally, one says to the other: “Look, it's clear that we are unalterably opposed on every political issue. Our votes will 
surely cancel out. Why not save ourselves some time and both agree to not vote today?'' The other agrees 
enthusiastically and they part. Shortly after that, a friend of the first one who had heard the conversation says, “That 
was a sporting offer you made.'' “Not really,'' says the second. This is the third time I've done this today.” 
 

 
Aftermath: Lessons from the 2012 Election 
Article by Dr. Albert Mohler 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012 

 
The 2012 U.S. election is over, and more than 100 million Americans participated in the great exercise of democracy 
— fulfilling the franchise of the vote. Even with some votes not yet counted and some issues as yet clarified, a 
general picture of the election is clearly in view, and the impact of this election will be both massive and enduring. 
 
Several lessons emerge in the immediate aftermath of the election and Christians should consider them carefully. 
 



First, we must recognize that President Barack Obama won a decisive and clear victory, surging to over 300 votes in 
the Electoral College before midnight. Against the expectations of many, the President held his 2008 coalition 
together. Voting intensity among younger Americans, African-Americans, Hispanics, and other crucial constituencies 
held firm. Once the election results started coming in, an Obama victory came quickly into view. 
 
Barack Obama avoided the ignominy of an electoral repudiation and may also have won the popular vote. The 
decisive nature of his win spared the nation the agonies of the 2000 election and points to a major political 
realignment. Other issues also became clear. The election returns and voting data indicate that President Obama’s 
“evolution” on the issue of same-sex marriage cost him nothing. That probably surprised both sides in that 
controversy. 
 
Christians must now pray for our President. As the Apostle Paul instructs us, “First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV) We 
should eagerly and urgently pray for our President. We should pray for his health and his family, for his stamina and 
his character. We should even pray that he and his administration will be remembered as one of the greatest of our 
nation’s history, measured even by the convictions that are most important to us. 
 
We are rightly and deeply concerned. We must pray that God will change President Obama’s heart on a host of 
issues, ranging from the sanctity of unborn life to the integrity of marriage. We must push back against his 
contraception mandate that tramples upon religious liberty. Given the trajectory of his first term in office, we are 
urgently concerned about a second term, knowing that the President will never again face the electorate. 
 
As the President acknowledged in his speech last night, our nation faces huge challenges. We must pray that 
President Obama will lead in a spirit of national unity and mutual respect, bringing Americans together to resolve 
these ominous problems. Incredible responsibility now rests on his shoulders. He has won a second term, now he 
must rightly lead. 
 
A Divided Electorate 
As morning dawned, the election of 2012 looms as one of the closest in American history. At 2:00 a.m., only 240,000 
votes out of more than 103 million cast separated President Obama and Gov. Mitt Romney. That is a margin of .3% 
and would rank the election as the third closest, falling behind the slim margins of the 1960 election between John F. 
Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon and the 1880 election between James Garfield and Winfield S. Hancock. 
 
The margin in the Electoral College is significant, but the popular vote reveals a deeply divided nation. The nation is 
divided politically, but that divide points to a division at the level of worldview. The 2012 election makes clear that 
Americans are divided over fundamental questions. Americans are divided into camps that define and see the world 
in fundamentally different terms. The election did not cause this division, it merely revealed it. This deep division at 
the level of worldview presents President Obama with a daunting political challenge, but a worldview crisis is an even 
greater challenge for the church. 
 
A Changed and Changing Electorate 
Fundamental changes to the American electorate also became evident. Vast demographic changes mean that the 
electorate is far more ethnically, culturally, and ideologically diverse. The electorate is becoming more secular. 
Recent studies have indicated that the single greatest predictor of voting patterns is the frequency of church 
attendance. Far fewer Americans now attend church, and a recent study indicated that fully 20% of all Americans 
identify with no religious preference at all. The secularizing of the electorate will have monumental consequences. 
 
America is becoming more urbanized, and this also changes voting patterns. Younger voters are disproportionately 
identified in ethnic terms, pointing to long-term electoral shifts. Fewer Americans are married and fewer have children 
in the home. This, too, changes voting habits. These are just a few of the factors pointing to a fundamental change in 
the nation. 
 
The Demise of the Republican Coalition 
Though many Republicans will draw encouragement from the popular vote, the Electoral College now confronts the 
Republican Party as a massive problem. The map just does not add up for Republicans in terms of the present 
reality, much less the shape of the future. Put simply, the Republican Party cannot win unless it becomes the party of 
aspiration for younger Americans and Hispanic Americans. Otherwise, it will soon become a retirement community for 
aging conservatives. The party’s position on immigration is disastrous, and it is at odds with the party’s own values. 
 
No party can win if it is seen as heartless. No party can win if it appeals only to white and older Americans. No party 
can win if it looks more like the way to the past than the way to the future. The Republican Party could not defeat a 



sitting President with a weak economy and catastrophic unemployment. As columnist George Will has said, a party 
that cannot win under these circumstances might need to look for another line of work. 
 
The Republican Party will surely enter into a period of intense self-examination and a struggle for the future shape 
and direction of the party. That fight will be necessary, and it will be important to those of us who are concerned about 
a range of issues. 
 
A Catastrophe on Moral Issues 
Evangelical Christians must see the 2012 election as a catastrophe for crucial moral concerns. The election of 
President Obama returns a radically pro-abortion President to the White House, soon after he had endorsed same-
sex marriage. President Obama is likely to have the opportunity to appoint one or more justices to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, and they are almost sure to agree with his constitutional philosophy. 
 
Furthermore, at least two states, Maine and Maryland, legalized same-sex marriage last night. Washington State is 
likely to join them once the votes there are counted. An effort to pass a constitutional amendment preventing same-
sex marriage went down to defeat in Minnesota. These came after 33 states had passed some measure defining 
marriage as the union of a man and a woman. After 33 victories, last night brought multiple defeats. 
 
Other states considered issues ranging from abortion and marijuana to assisted suicide. While not all were lost, the 
moral shift was evident in the voting patterns. 
 
Clearly, we face a new moral landscape in America, and huge challenge to those of us who care passionately about 
these issues. We face a worldview challenge that is far greater than any political challenge, as we must learn how to 
winsomely convince Americans to share our moral convictions about marriage, sex, the sanctity of life, and a range of 
moral issues. This will not be easy. It is, however, an urgent call to action. 
 
More than the Presidency Was at Stake 
Scores of other offices were at stake in the 2012 election, and at every level. The lack of complete election results 
leaves many unanswered questions this morning, but one big fact is known — the U.S. Senate will remain in 
Democratic hands. As a matter of fact, this election may well point to a liberal shift in that body. The election of 
Elizabeth Warren (MA) and Tammy Baldwin (WI) and the re-election of Sherrod Brown (OH) point in this direction. 
Tammy Baldwin becomes the first openly-gay candidate elected to the U.S. Senate. 
 
It’s Not Really About Politics 
Christians must never see political action as an end, but only as a means. We can never seek salvation through the 
voting booth, and we must never look for a political messiah. Nevertheless, Christians do bear a political 
responsibility, established in love of God and love of neighbor. We are rightly concerned about this world, but only to 
a limited extent. Our main concern is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Being in the world but not of the world has never been easy. The 2012 election underlines the challenges we now 
face and the responsibilities we dare not neglect. 

 


