
"JESUS BECAME A CURSE" 
 
 

I. Galatians 3:10-14 
 
A. Several years ago an old friend told me he believed he was cursed by God. 
1) His wife had divorced him... He scarcely got to see his children... 
2) He had failed in business, lost jobs, and was hurting financially... 
3) Once a health & wealth guy, he now believed God had cursed him...  

 
B. Galatians 3:10-14 is part of a strong letter Paul wrote to an errant church. 
1) Judaizers had convinced them that Christ’s work on the cross had not been sufficient in atoning for their sin and 

making them righteous...   
2) They were told that they needed to become Jews in order to become Christians; they needed to keep the law in 
order to be truly righteous and saved... 
3) Paul fires into them from the start and doesn’t let up. (Gal. 1:6-9)    

 
C. The word curse, or cursed, is the theme of these 5 verses today... 
1) Curse (Greek: Katara) The penalty-curse that results when God Himself curses or condemns something...(Curse 
= Expulsion & separation from God...) 
2) All men are sinners (Rom. 3:23) and we are born under God’s curse...  

 
D. Lets look at Galatians 3:10-14 to see how the curse was broken... 
1) V10 “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” (Deut 27:26) 
2) How are you trying to be right with God?  How are you trying to be saved?  We work and earn wages, paid out of 
of obligation... But gifts are not earned, they are granted out of love...  Read Romans 6:23... 
3) V11-12 “The righteous will live by faith.” (Hab. 2:4) + (Lev. 18:5) 
4) V13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a tree.” (Deut. 21:22-23) 
5) The Bible describes many gruesome hangings, e.g. Haman, Absalom; Judas... Think about lynchings in the 
south or executions during W.W.II... But there’s been no hanging as horrible as Jesus on the cross, a curse for 
us...  2 Cor. 5:21... 

 

E. My friend believed he was cursed; evidenced, he said, by not possessing the blessing of Abrahamwhich 
he falsely determined was stuff--things like wealth, land, prosperity, a beautiful wife, bunches of kids, health, 
power & popularity... 
1) So what really is the Blessing of Abraham? Gal. 3:6-9; Rom. 4:1-5... 
2) When the God of the universe, Maker of all things seen & unseen, sent His Son to become a curse for our sin that 
thru faith we might be gain His righteousness, we became the children of Abraham, even more so the children of 
God and there is no greater Blessing... To suggest afflictions or the lack of stuff means we lack the Blessing, in 
light of all God has given, is selfish & blasphemous. 
3) Did God send His Son to pay the penalty & punishment for our lawless rebellion in order to make us CEOs, 
millionaires & movie stars, possessors of mansions, bling, sports cars, yachts, & trophy wives?  Are you kidding 
me?! 

 

F. Communion: Today we take the Bread & Cup as: 
1) Once-but-no-longer cursed spiritual orphans; as the children of Abraham by faith; now God’s fully redeemed, 
blood-bought & adopted children... 
2) Not as members of the church of work but rather the church of rest; not the church of grind-it-out but rather the 
church of grace; not the church of circumcision- instead the church of Baptism; not the church 
of religious ceremonies but rather the church of Christ-centered realities; not the church of dos & don’tsbut rather 
the church of done--the church of it is finished--the church of He is risen!  

3) Un-entitled, grateful and truly blessed children of Abraham & of God...  
4) Isaac Watt’s lyrics to “Joy To The World.”  Pray & serve Communion... 
 
 

Scriptures & Videos 
 
"Behold The Lamb" Communion Song by Stuart Townend 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alvX9Fa53-o 
 
Who Is Jesus? by Mark Driscoll 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1GQSXN96Mk 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alvX9Fa53-o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1GQSXN96Mk


Stop Treating Christ Like Your Plumber--John Piper 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdcHvVuJLLY 
 
"C.S. Lewis Song" by Brooke Fraser (Thanks Aaron Grosch!) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PycBrNP8dXg&feature=related 
 
Justification and Imputed Righteousness--R. C. Sproul 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IapqqQ45Q4w 
 
Jesus Became A Curse For Us--Word of the Day from Wretched 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL-wsfEI0gE 
 
"We Are" by Kari Jobe (Acoustic Version) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B07iK9uh9qY 
 
 
Galatians 3:10-14 (NIV)  
10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to 
do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live 
by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a tree.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 
Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 
 
Galatians 1:6-9 (ESV) 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel-- 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to 
you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 
 
Deuteronomy 27:26 (NIV) 
26 “Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out.” Then all the people shall say, 
“Amen!” 
 
Romans 6:23 (Amplified)  
23 For the wages which sin pays is death, but the [bountiful] free gift of God is eternal life through (in union with) 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Deuteronomy  21:22-23 (HCSB) 
22 If anyone is found guilty of an offense deserving the death penalty and is executed, and you hang his body on a 
tree, 23 you are not to leave his corpse on the tree overnight but are to bury him that day, for anyone hung on a tree 
is under God’s curse. You must not defile the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Galatians 3:6-9 (NIV) 
6 Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7 Understand, then, that those 
who believe are children of Abraham. 8 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and 
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who have faith 
are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
 
Romans 4:1-5 (NIV) 
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified 
by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. 3 What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a 
gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith 
is credited as righteousness. 
 
 
From “Joy To The World” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdcHvVuJLLY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PycBrNP8dXg&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IapqqQ45Q4w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL-wsfEI0gE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B07iK9uh9qY


No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
- Isaac Watts, "Joy To The World" 1719, Based on Psalm 98. 

 
 

Bonus Stuff 
Albert Barnes on Justification vs Pardon 
What is justification? It is the declared purpose of God to regard and treat those sinners who believe in Jesus Christ 
as if they had not sinned, on the ground of the merits of the Savior. It is not mere pardon. Pardon is a free forgiveness 
of past offenses. It has reference to those sins as forgiven and blotted out. Justification has respect to the law, and to 
God's future dealings with the sinner. It is an act by which God determines to treat him hereafter as righteous--as if he 
had not sinned. The basis for this is the merit of the Lord Jesus Christ, merit that we can plead as if it were our own. 
He has taken our place and died in our stead; He has met the descending stroke of justice, which would have fallen 
on our own heads if He had not interposed.  - Albert Barnes 

 
Martin Luther on Faith & Works 
"The question is asked: How can justification take place without the works of the law, even though James says: 'Faith 
without works is dead'? In answer, the apostle distinguishes between the law and faith, the letter and grace. The 
'works of the law' are works done without faith and grace, by the law, which forces them to be done through fear or 
the enticing promise of temporal advantages. But 'works of faith' are those done in the spirit of liberty, purely out of 
love to God. And they can be done only by those who are justified by faith. 
 
"An ape can cleverly imitate the actions of humans. But he is not therefore, a human. If he became a human, it would 
undoubtedly be not by virtue of the works by which he imitated man but by virtue of something else; namely, by an 
act of God. Then, having been made a human, he would perform the works of humans in proper fashion. 
"Paul does not say that faith is without its characteristic works, but that it justifies without the works of the law. 
Therefore justification does not require the works of the law; but it does require a living faith, which performs its 
works."  - Martin Luther 
 
 
Justification and Merit 
Reformation Study Bible 

 The doctrine of justification, the storm-center of the Reformation, was for Paul the heart of the gospel (Rom. 1:17; 
3:21-5:21; Gal. 2:15-5:1), shaping his message (Acts 13:38, 39) and his devotion (2 Cor. 5:13-21; Phil. 3:4-
14).  Though other New Testament writers affirm the same doctrine in substance, the terms in which Protestants 
have affirmed and defended it for almost five centuries are drawn primarily from Paul. 
  
Justification is God’s act of pardoning sinners and accepting them as righteous for Christ’s sake. In it, God puts 
permanently right their previously estranged relationship with Himself. This justifying sentence is God’s bestowal of a 
status of acceptance for Jesus’ sake (2 Cor. 5:21). 
  
God’s justifying judgment seems strange, for pronouncing sinners righteous may appear to be precisely the kind of 
unjust action by a judge that God’s own law forbids (Deut. 25:1; Prov. 17:15). Yet it is a just judgment, for its basis is 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. As “the last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45), our representative head acting on our behalf, 
Christ obeyed the law that bound us and endured the punishment for lawlessness that we deserved, and so “merited” 
our justification. Our justification is on a just basis (Rom. 3:25, 26; 1 John 1:9), with Christ’s righteousness reckoned 
to our account (Rom. 5:18, 19). 
  
God’s justifying decision is in effect the judgment of the Last Day  regarding where we will spend eternity, brought 
forward into the present and pronounced here and now. It is a judgment on our eternal destiny; God will never go 
back on it, however much Satan may appeal against the verdict (Zech. 3:1; Rom. 8:33, 34; Rev. 12:10). To be 
justified is to be eternally secure (Rom. 5:1-5; 8:30). 
  
The necessary means of justification is personal faith in Jesus Christ as crucified Savior and risen Lord (Rom. 4:23-
25; 10:8-13). Faith is necessary because the meritorious ground of our justification is entirely in Christ. As we give 
ourselves in faith to Jesus, Jesus gives us His gift of righteousness, so that in the very act of “closing with Christ,” as 
older Reformed teachers put it, we receive the divine pardon and acceptance we can find nowhere else (Gal. 2:15, 
16; 3:24). 



  
Historic Roman Catholic theology includes sanctification in the definition of justification, considered as a process 
rather than a single decisive event, and affirms that while faith contributes to our acceptance with God, our works of 
sanctification and merit must contribute too. Catholics see baptism as conveying the sanctifying grace that first 
justifies us. Afterward the sacrament of penance allows supplementary merit to be achieved through works, securing 
justification if the grace of God’s initial acceptance is lost through mortal sin. This supplementary merit does not 
oblige God to be gracious although it is the normal context for receiving it. On the Roman Catholic view, believers 
effect their own salvation with the help of the grace that flows from Christ through the church’s sacramental system. 
The Reformers pointed out that this view of salvation undercuts the sense of confidence that only free grace can 
provide to those who have no merits. Paul had already showed that all people, of whatever piety, are without merit, 
and need a free justification if they are to be saved. A justification that needs to be completed by the recipient is no 
resting place. 
- Reformation Study Bible, R. C. Sproul, General Editor, p. 1695.  
 
 

Jesus Became a Curse for Us? 
By R. C. Sproul 

 
The key to understanding the cry of Jesus from the cross is found in Paul's letter to the Galatians: "Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree'" 
(Galatians 3:13, NIV). 
 
To be cursed is to be removed from the presence of God, to be set outside the camp, to be cut off from His benefits. 
On the cross, Jesus was cursed. That is, He represented the Jewish nation of covenant breakers who were exposed 
to the curse and took the full measure of the curse on Himself. As the Lamb of God, the Sin Bearer, He was cut off 
from the presence of God. 
 
On the cross, Jesus entered into the experience of forsakenness on our behalf. God turned His back on Jesus and 
cut Him off from all blessing, from all keeping, from all grace, and from all peace. 
 
God is too holy to even look at iniquity. God the Father turned His back on the Son, cursing Him to the pit of hell while 
He hung on the cross. Here was the Son’s “descent into hell.” Here the fury of God raged against Him. His scream 
was the scream of the damned. For us. 
 
Reflect on what Jesus did for you on Calvary. Give thanks for the Lamb of God who bore your sin. 
- Taken from “Treasuring Redemption’s Price” by Ligonier Ministries (used by permission). 

 
 
How Did Jesus Become a Curse on the Cross? 
By A.W. Pink 

 
At the cross all our sins were laid upon Christ and therefore divine judgment fell upon Him. There was no way of 
transferring sin without also transferring its penalty. Both sin and its punishment were transferred to the Lord Jesus. 
On the cross Christ was making propitiation, and propitiation is solely Godwards. It was a question of meeting the 
claims of God’s holiness; it was a matter of satisfying the demands of His justice. Not only was Christ’s blood shed for 
us, but it was also shed for God: He "gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." (Ephesians 
5:2). Thus, it was foreshadowed on the memorable night of the Passover in Egypt: the lamb’s blood must be where 
God’s eye could see it - "When I see the blood, I will pass over you!" 
 
The death of Christ on the cross was a death of curse: "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree" (Galatians 3:13). The "curse" is 
alienation from God. This is apparent from the words which Christ will yet speak to those that shall stand on His left 
hand in the day of His power - "Depart from me, you cursed," He will say (Matthew 25:41). The curse is exile from the 
presence and glory of God. 
 
This explains the meaning of a number of Old Testament types. The bullock that was slain on the annual Day of 
Atonement, after its blood had been sprinkled upon and before the mercy-seat, was removed to a place outside the 
Camp" (Leviticus 16:27), and there its entire body was burned. It was in the center of the camp that God had his 
dwelling-place, and exclusion from the camp was banishment from the presence of God. Thus, it was, too, with the 
leper. "All the days that the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the 
camp shall his habitation be" (Leviticus 13:46) - this was because the leper was the embodied type of the sinner. 
Here also is the anti-type of the "brazen serpent." Why did God instruct Moses to set a "serpent" on a pole and bid 
the bitten Israelites look upon it? Imagine a serpent as a type of Christ the Holy One of God! It represented him as 



"made a curse for us," for the serpent was the reminder of the curse. On the cross then Christ was fulfilling these Old 
Testament foreshadowings. He was "outside the camp" (compare Hebrews 13:12) - separated from the presence of 
God. He was as the "leper" - made sin for us. He was as the "brazen serpent" - made a curse for us. Hence too, the 
deep meaning of the crown of thorns - the symbol of the curse! Lifted up, his brow encircled with thorns, to show he 
was bearing the curse for us. 
- Adapted from The Seven Sayings of the Saviour on the Cross, 4. The Word of Anguish, by A.W. Pink. 

  

 


