
“SHUCKING US DOWN TO THE COB II” 
(Vertical & Horizontal Love) 
MCC Distinctives 
 

I. Emergent Questions 
A. Last week we began a series designed to revisit who we are... 
1) In the coming weeks we will look at some of our distinctives...  
2) What’s unique about us, what’s our M.O., how do the Great Commandment & Great Commission steer us, how 
do we apply Biblical principles? 

B. Question: What are some key things MCC could do to meet the 2 Greats? 
1) Ultimately meeting the “2 Greats” must come from internal transformation rather than external prescription...  
2) When vertical & horizontal love is the result of internal conviction, an atmosphere of genuine love will be the 
outcome. (vs grit our teeth and love...) 

3) When sharing the Good News and nurturing believers into maturity is an internal conviction, people will come to 
Christ, grow deeply in their relationship with Him, which will draw others naturally. (vs more forced forms of 
evangelism...) 
4) Such is why testimonies are often more powerful than sermons...  
5) If our love is not real, if our relationships are disingenuous--we may find ourselves promoting our church rather 
than our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ... 

C. Question: What are the biggest obstacles to meeting the “2 Greats?” 
1) The greatest obstacles are also internal rather than external... 

2) Fear is huge. Vertically, fear wonders what this walk with God might cost me; Horizontally, fear wonders what 
this or that person will think of me... 
3) Fear causes navel gazing vs looking upward and outward... 
4) Courage is an act of the will, done in spite of fear. I believe the pursuit of the “2 Greats" challenge us internally to 
be courageous--in the ways we speak, the ways we act, in the way we give, in the ways we work, in every way... 

D. How important is our size--does it matter? (Bo likes small--Ike likes big.) 
1) Ecclesiastes 9:4... 
2) “Not the size of the dog in the fight but the size of the fight in the dog.” 

3) As far as I know we are the smallest church in the Lake area... 
4) There are 2 kinds of small: small and living vs small and dying... 
5) Some lessons from David trying to wear Saul’s armor... 

E. Share piece on Small Churches... 
 

II. Communion 1 Peter 3:8-18 
 
A. I love how this scripture melds the “2 Greats” together... 
1) Peter says be this: Harmonious, sympathetic, people who love like family, compassionate, humble, without 
vengeance, truthful in speech, pursuers of peace... (And this to a suffering church , unpopular, not liked very well...)  
2) The result: We will have God’s attention, His blessing, and we will become an Acts 2:42-47 anomaly (salt & light) 
in our own world and culture... 
3) Peter then says: Be ready, be prepared, to give a reason for the hope within, to share the Good News, to tell what 
Jesus has done for you... 

B. Verse 18 brings us to this Communion table this morning... 
C. Let the words of “Take My Life And Let It Be” be our prayer and song of confession, both individually and 
as a family of believers... 
D. Pray and serve Communion... 
 
 
Sermon Scriptures & Illustrations 
 
The Great Commandment - Mark 12:29-31 (NIV) 
29 "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31 The 
second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 
 
Our Vision Statement:  
“To be a growing family of believers characterized by a deep and genuine love for God and one another.” 
 
The Great Commission - Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age." 



 
Our Mission Statement:  
“To establish, restore, and increase relationships with our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:4 (NIV) 
4 Anyone who is among the living has hope--even a live dog is better off than a dead lion! 
 
Small Churches 
Dr. Dale A. Robbins 
churchhelper@victorious.org 

 
Did you know that 90% of all Christian churches in America are small congregations? Since we live during a time 
when there are more large churches than ever before, many people are often surprised to learn that the strength of 
Christianity in the United States still relies on smaller churches. It is a fact that if small congregations were deleted 
from the map, Christianity would become a tiny, obscure religion, dwarfed by cultic philosophies such as Islam, 
Mormonism, Buddhism, or Jehovah's Witness.  
 
Even though some larger churches have been celebrated for their phenomenal growth, their combined total only 
represents a fraction of Christianity. The average size of a church in America is around 100, and the largest 
percentile of churches have an attendance of less than 50. Out of the nearly 350,000 U.S. congregations, less than 
5% will ever see an attendance of more than 700. Consequently, the backbone of American Christianity still rests 
squarely on the shoulders of the small church.  
 
These statistics, combined with the fact that Christianity in the United States has continued to decline over the last 
twenty years, tells us a lot about the importance of the small church. Each of the thousands of smaller congregations 
is strategically important to the overall mission of Christ in America. In fact, if every small church grew only by 1% in 
the next two years, it could reverse the entire decline of Christianity in our nation, and translate into hundreds of 
thousands of new converts added to the body of Christ. 
 
 
1 Peter 3:8-18 (NIV) 
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and 
humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, (Psalm) "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from 
evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil." 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer 
for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 15 But in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God's will, to 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit... 
 
 
TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE 
By Frances Havergal, 1870. 

 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.  
At the impulse of Thy love. 
 
Take my feet and let them be, swift and beautiful for Thee. 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King. 
Always, only, for my King. 
 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.  
Take my heart it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
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